
 
President’s Message 
Due to health concerns and 
no business before the 
board, both the Board and 
General meetings are being 
cancelled.  
 

Consideration for 
resumption of in-person 
meetings will be revisited 
when it is determined to be 
safe to gather again. 
 

We are looking to do an 
online food collection for 
Hunger Task Force.  
 

Our audit committee will be 
headed up by Lisa Rott. 
Members are being gathered 
for this important function.  
 

Until December, we shall 
wait. 
 

Josh Walton 
president@shamrockclubwis
.com 
 

 

Audit Committee 
Our audit committee will be 
headed up by treasurer Lisa 
Rott and our trustees. 
Members are being gathered 
for this important function. 
 

The audit is going to be held 
online.  If you wish to be a 
part of it, please contact Lisa 
at luckyladylh@aol.com.  

Ireland and 
Pandemics  
 

The current state of affairs 
concerning the Covid-19 
pandemic, and the way it has 
affected so much of life, is 
well known to all of us by 
now.  
 

The virus is causing the 
Shamrock Club problems 
regarding meeting and 
conducting business.  It is 
also affecting Ireland.  
 

Ireland has been subjected 
to many pandemics and 
epidemics over the 
centuries. There was a 
constant fear for people on a 
small parcel of land in the 
Atlantic Oceans of being 
overwhelmed by an outbreak 
of one disease or another. 
 

It has been speculated that 
the rise of monastic life in 
Ireland began after more 
populated areas were wiped 
out by an epidemic. People 
were looking to a more 
religious life, in less 
populated spaces. Ironically, 
many of those spaces grew 
into towns. 
 

The Black Death caused a 
number of deaths.  Before 
the end of the year 1348, the 
plague had penetrated into 

Louth, Meath, and Kildare 
and had reached Kilkenny by 
25 December 1348. 
 

It was likely transported by 
river traffic between cities. 
The Anglo-Irish areas were 
most affected, while the 
Gaelic areas in the 
mountains and pastures 
were spared, due to lack of 
population density.  
Dublin alone lost 14,000 
people between August and 
December.  
 

One result was a complete 
upheaval of social norms and 
a rise in rebellion by the 
oppressed Irish natives 
against their Norman 
neighbors. 
 

It was said that almost half 
the population of Ireland 
died during this time, which 
lasted until 1357.  
(cont. Page 2) 
 
 

November 5, 2020 
Meeting Canceled 
The November 5 General 
meeting has been canceled, 
due to the uptick in Covid 19 
cases in the area. 

 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

mailto:president@shamrockclubwis.com
mailto:president@shamrockclubwis.com
mailto:luckyladylh@aol.com


Cholera in 1832 
Cholera in the 1830’s was the 
pandemic that scared the 
world.  The disease arrived in 
Ireland in the 1830’s.  
 

The outbreak was part of a 
second worldwide pandemic 
caused by the bacterium 
Vibrio cholerae and lasted 
from 1829 to 1851. 
 

 

 
Dublin was the first city 
affected, as it was filled with 
teeming slums. People who 
caught the disease died 
within hours of infection.  
 

Death tolls were high. In 
Sligo, over 800 died out of a 
population of 15,000.  
 

However, as bad as it was, a 
number of things grew out of 
the infection.  
 

First, nursing in Ireland 
became a thing not just for 
the poor and uneducated.  
Second, hospitals for the 
poor were created in Dublin, 
Cork, Sligo, and Galway. 
 

Third, and most unrelated, 
yet very much so involved in 
the narrative, was Dracula. 
Bram Stoker’s mother grew 
up in Co. Sligo. Her stories 
about returning to the 
county after the family fled 
the area, and returning to an 

area seemingly pastoral, yet 
filled with dead bodies, 
helped to spark his 
imagination about a 
malevolent spirit. 
 

Spanish Flu 1918 
The Spanish Flu spread 
across Ireland, fueled by 
returning servicemen and 
nurses who had caught it 
at the front lines of World 
War One. 
 

Death was often rapid. And it 
was not pretty. Cyanosis 
caused discoloration of the 
skin. 
 

Sore throat, headache, fever, 
and black skin proved telltale 
signs. Seamus Babbington 
from Carrick-on-Suir recalled: 
“I got it bad and was in bed 
for a month, and the blackest 
man in Africa was not 
blacker.”  
 

Troops sailing home took the 
flu into Dublin and Cork. The 
first recorded outbreak was 
on USS Dixie off Cobh in 
May. 
 

The Freeman’s Journal 
described its arrival in 
military terms as “the 
advance guard of an invasion 
of disease,” against which 
health authorities would 
have to direct their 
“barrage.” In October, 1918 
The Cork Examiner recorded 
it spreading at an “alarming” 
rate: “Scarcely a household” 
in Clonakilty did not have at 
least one person in bed with 
flu.” 
 

A shortage of gravediggers in 
Dublin resulted in coffins 
being stacked 18-high in the 
Union Hospital mortuary. In 
Donegal, a priest took a 
corpse to the graveyard in a 
wheelbarrow because 
relatives were too ill. 
 

 
 

In the end, the Spanish Flu 
killed 23,000 Irish.  
 
It was not until the 1930’s 
that the virus was identified 
as the H1N1 swine flu.  
 

These illnesses, too, have 
passed by. We will recover, 
and probably be stronger for 
it.  
 Keep hope. Wear a mask. 
 
 

Emerald Reflections     
Content for Emerald 
Reflections is due on the 
18th to appear in the 
December issue. 
 E-mail submissions 
preferred, send to: Brian 
Witt, Editor 
emeraldreflections@shamro
ckclubwis.com 
 
Shamrock Club 
2133 West Wisconsin Ave 
Milwaukee WI 53233 
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Sunshine Club 
Thanksgiving edition 

 

 

November birthdays: 
Nov 2 - Greg Konkol 
Nov 3 - Danny O'Donoghue 
            Lisa Rott 
Nov 4 - Gail Hettrick 
Nov 9 - Erin Canon 
            Jameson Fraters 
            Katie Voss 
19      - Dave Knight 
Nov 25 - Jean Bills 
Nov 27 - Pete Maguire 
Nov 29 - Pam Canon 
 

Both Erin Hennen and Mary 
Witt are recovering after 
their surgeries in October. 
John Fisher reported that 
Mary Fisher is recovering.  
 

Brian Witt had to be 
hospitalized in November.   
Maureen Herzog’s father 
passed away recently. John 
Gleeson also passed away. 
 

Clara Roepke and her la 
crosse team took third place 
in Indiana in her tournament. 
Congratulations to Calvin 
and Sophie McKee for 
qualifying for the WIAA State 
Cross Country Tournament.   
 
Maggie Blaha 
Sunshine Chair 
 
slainte4142-
shamrock@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

October Meeting 
We met at Gingerz, 3915 S 
Howell, on October 1.  It was 
a bit too cold and windy to 
meet on the patio, so hostess 
Mary Niland provided us 
with plenty of room to 
socially distance inside the 
restaurant.  
 

 
 

 

Jane Anderson 
Pat Farley and Kathy Avery

 

 

 

 

Deb’s Corner 

 

     We are temporarily closed.  

See you soon. 

       Deb Kreuser 
           Sergeant at Arms 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Possible New 
Methods of Payment 
for Milwaukee 
 Melanie Green Roepke and 

Lisa Rott are looking into new 

payment methods for the 

Milwaukee chapter.  

If implemented, they can be 
used for paying dues and 
also purchasing tickets to our 
events, as well as use in our 
Retail area. 
 

Stay tuned for more details.  

 



 
 

      

 
 

Emerald 
Reflections  
Photo of the 
Month  
John Gleeson passed away at 
the end of October. He was the 
longtime head of our 
scholarship committee and 
lectured at many a monthly 
meeting.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


