
If you were at the recent Milwaukee
Irish Fest, you may have taken in the Irish-
American connections to the founding of
the Junior League. It grew out of a talk that
Brian had given at the April Shamrock
Club meeting. 

For well over a century, major league
baseball has comprised two leagues, the
National League and the American
League. The junior circuit was formed at a
clandestine meeting in room 185 in Mil-
waukee’s Republican Hotel (aka Republi-
can House) on the evening of March 5,
1900. A historical marker commemorates
the site at which that once-grand hotel
stood, near the corner of what is now Old
World Third Street and Kilbourn Avenue.

The five men most responsible for the
creation of the second league met secretly
in the Republican Hotel to escape the pry-
ing eyes and ears of Chicago newspaper
reporters. The establishment of the new
league, with a rival club in Chicago, chal-
lenged Chicago’s National League mo-
nopoly and represented a declaration of
baseball war.  

The originators of the American League
included two men whose names have re-
mained prominent in baseball circles,
Connie Mack and Charles Comiskey, who
both became team owners. The other three
were league president Ban Johnson and a
pair of Milwaukee lawyers, Henry Killelea
and his brother Matthew, previously the
owners of Milwaukee’s team in the West-
ern League.

The unseen person was Timothy “Ted”
Sullivan, a native of County Clare, and
long-time resident of Milwaukee. 
Most people do not know that the Ameri-
can League was founded and incorporated
in Milwaukee. The fact that four of them

were Irish-Americans, as well as the man
who initially brought them all together,
Ted Sullivan, is even less well-known. 
One of the new American League fran-
chises belonged to the Milwaukee Brew-
ers. The Brewers played their home games
in 1900 in Milwaukee Park, a ramshackle
wooden structure located between 16th
and 18th Streets, with North Avenue on
the north and Lloyd Street on the south.
The street name gave the park the moniker
by which it was commonly known, the
Lloyd Street Grounds.

The American League in 1900 was still
considered a minor league. The following
year it replaced several clubs with larger
eastern cities and became baseball’s sec-
ond major league. The Milwaukee fran-
chise was summarily transferred to St.
Louis after the 1901 season and became
the Browns. Milwaukee did not return to
major league status until Lou Perini relo-
cated his Boston Braves to County Sta-
dium in 1953 and became the Milwaukee
Braves.   

The Killelea brothers were born to Irish
emigrant parents in Winnebago County.
Both were outstanding athletes, and, after
their graduation from college, they played
semi-pro baseball together, with Matt
pitching and Henry catching. Both broth-
ers were lawyers, and both were active in
the Democratic politics in Milwaukee and
Wisconsin. 

Henry had also been an accomplished
football player at University of Michigan,
playing both quarterback and punter.  In
the 1890’s, they purchased the Milwaukee
Brewers of the minor league Western
League. 

The Western League had a history of
folding and coming back to life. In one it-
eration, Ted Sullivan brought the league
back into existence, as well as resurrect-
ing the Milwaukee Brewers name. Both
the league and the team were taken away
from him, for flooding the field so as not
to play a home game against a stronger
team. 

In an even earlier time, Sullivan
brought his protégé, and brother-in-law,
Charles Comiskey, originally from
Chicago, to play for Ted’s Milwaukee
Alerts. Comiskey lived in Milwaukee off
and on for about decade.  

In the 1890’s, the Killeleas brought a
well-respected manager and player on
board to manage the minor league Brew-
ers, Cornelius McGillicuddy, better known
as Connie Mack. Mack had managed the
Pittsburgh Pirates, and had also played for
the team, a common theme at the time in
baseball.  Mack would manage the team
from its min or league status until it en-
tered the American league. He lived in the
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DATE CHANGE!!
SEPTEMBER 14, 2017  •  7:00 PM

MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Meal begins at 6:30 • Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass.



T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

SEPTEMBER
2      Shamrock Club Color Guard, Pipes and Drums; Saint Francis Day

Parade; West on Howard then south on KK; 11 am
7      AOH “Taste of Ireland” Fundraiser; Turner Hall, 1034 N. 4th St.; 5:30 pm
12    Celtic Women International Book Club; Rough Music, by Patrick Gale;

Hostess: Rosemary Walsh; ICHC; 1 pm
14    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!!

OCTOBER
5     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
10    Celtic Women International Book Club; The Cornish Coast Murder, by

John Bude; Hostess: Pat Powers; ICHC; 1 pm
14 ICHC Tastes of Home Fundraising Event; ICHC; 6 pm
20 Friends of St. Patrick Centre; “Ireland and the Potato” Event; Trinity

Episcopal Church, 1717 Church St., Wauwatosa; 5:30-9 pm.
20 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Skipper’s Alley; 7:30 pm

NOVEMBER
2     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
10    Celtic Women International Book Club; The Winter Garden Mystery, a

Daisy Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Duss; Hostess: Kathy Paul; ICHC; 1 pm
17-19 International Holiday Folk Fair; State Fair Park
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

Hope everyone enjoyed the Ice Cream
social last month. Thank you to everyone
who brought toppings and desserts! 

This month we will be celebrating
halfway to St. Patrick’s Day! The club will
provide hot corned beef. Please bring your
favorite side dish or Irish specialty to
share.  Remember the meeting is a week
later this month.

Looking forward to the October meet-
ing I’m thinking of having an Octoberfest
theme. Stay tuned to the ER and next
meeting for information on what to bring. 

Thank you so much for your continued
participation and support! 

- Jackie Konkol
Sergeant-at-Arms

Shamrock Club members and friends
enjoyed a fun night of painting at Splash!

#shamrock414
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Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and Gentlemen, Celtic Friends all, 

August:  our August meeting was fab-
ulous. Thank you, Pat Fitzgibbons for giv-
ing a wonderful presentation on the
upcoming entertainers and events sur-
rounding the biggest, best Irish music and
cultural festival in the world.

Shamrock414 hosted a new special
event designed to bring more attention to
our Club, Shenanigans at Splash, a paint-
ing and partying atmosphere in the Third
Ward.  We began at 7:00 and Mary
Krzyzewski was a magnificent instructor.
It's amazing how much fun you can have
painting outside of the lines and creating
even more new lines (not to mention a
Crayola selection of bombastic colors).
Thanks to the many that attended; there
was a 30 person minimum and we
exceeded that number easily.

As of this writing, the 37th Annual
Irish Fest is underway.  Several of our
members are participating in so many
different ways with so many different
responsibilities. Those that have volun-
teered for either the Shamrock Club Retail
Booth or our Shamrock Club Membership
Booth deserve special thanks.  Thank you,
Mary Koehler and Maggie Blaha, for taking
on those tasks.  Thank you, everyone else
who participates with one of the many
other Irish groups.  We are one large Celtic
family and it's fun to have the family gath-
ering during the wonderful month of
August.

September:  brings new opportunities
for our Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes
and Drums to put their best foot forward
during the St. Francis Day Parade.  At our
meeting on Sept. 14, we will be introduc-
ing some other new ideas and fun events
for this Fall.  

SEE YOURSELF IN THE
SHAMROCK CLUB

SEE YOURSELF MAKING A
DIFFERENCE IN OUR

ORGANIZATION
- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T

Milwaukee
Membership News..................................

Our members did a great job re-
sponding to our volunteer needs in the re-
tail and membership booths at Irish Fest.
You can be proud of yourselves.  Special
thanks to those of you who stepped in
when a problem arose.  Together we can
be proud of another Irish Fest held to-
gether by many members of the Shamrock
Club who share their talents with Irish
Fest in every possible area of developing
such an event.  Our memories take us back
to all the people who are no longer with us.

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

Sunshine Report..................................
I neglected to ring the bells for Jerry

Hill’s 90th birthday on July 1, 2017.  I
hope all of you send him cheer when you
see him.  Or maybe you could send him a
card/note.  We are fortunate to be cele-
brating Mary McCue Adams’ 90th Birth-
day on July 27, 2017.  These are two of
our members involved in their world.
Jerry comes to almost every monthly
meeting with assistance from Mary
Koehler. 

Mike and Ellen Maloney are celebrating
the birth of Melinda, a granddaughter born
on August 3rd.   Jerry Hill is moving after
many years of living in Whitefish Bay.
We wish him a gentle house warming.

Birthdays in August were Dayna
Danielson, Aug. 1st, Joseph Hughes, a
double 32 on Aug. 12th, and Olivia
Noonan, the 31st.  A mystery member
celebrated on Aug. 19th.  We are hoping
to hear from that member.

We send heartfelt thoughts to Teri Maes
on the death of her husband Earl.  Patrick,
our Board secretary and one of the Pipes
and Drums, is their son.  A memorial
gathering will be held Saturday, October
21 from 2PM – 6PM with a tribute at 4:30
at the Irish Cultural and Heritage Center.
Donations in his memory to United
Cancer Support Foundation or AMA
Motorcycle Museum Hall of Fame.

Cate Harris fell and was in the hospital.
However, rumor has it that she made it to
Irish Fest.  We wish Cate fast healing. We
learned that Peg Peterson died August 8,
2017.  We send our thoughts and prayers
to Peg’s family and friends who are cop-
ing with her loss by remembering her in
what they are doing.

Please be sure to send me any updates
on the health of members, new arrivals,
weddings, or successes. 

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair

Shamrock Club Retail..................................
Thank you to everyone who helped

with our retail at Irish Fest, including
scheduling, set-up, selling and take-down.
We couldn't have done it without you!!!

- Mary Koehler
Retail Chair



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
Sept. 15th to appear in the October issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . .Michelle Anderson,
P.O. Box 10612, Green Bay  54307

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Skipper’s Alley
Friday, Oct. 20 at 7:30 pm..................................

A modern Irish folk band with an old-
school approach, Skipper’s Alley will being
their gritty, high-octane Irish tunes, along
with occasional detours into the dark,
somber melodies of the Irish song tradition,
to the Irish Cultural and Heritage Center,
2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., on Friday, Oct. 20.  

The six-piece ensemble described as
“gloriously three-dimensional” by the Irish
Times, came to prominence in the summer
of  2013 after winning the Loic Raison Tro-
phy at Brittany’s Festival Interceltique de
Lorient, an award previously won by well-
known groups including Danú, Clannad and
the Bothy Band. Since that time they have
appeared on national and international TV
and toured on four continents. 

Multi-instrumentalist, Macdara Yeats, has
worked in live TV, radio and theater includ-
ing performing before President Michael D.
Higgins in 2016. Harpist Eilís Lavelle has
won numerous awards including All Ireland
Fleadh, Oireachtas and is working on a Ph.D.
in Irish harp music from the 1800s at Queen’s
University, Belfast. Flute player, guitarist
and singer, John Flynn, teaches music and
works with a number of acclaimed theater
groups. Uilleann piper, Fionnán MacGabbann,
won the 2013 Oireachtas piping competition
and has also studied with master whistle
players including Seán McKeown and Seán
Potts. A mostly self-taught banjo player and
multi-instrumentalist tutored by Kieran Han-
rahan among others, Patrick Cummins grad-
uated with first-class honors from the
University of Limerick’s Irish Music. Fiddle
and violinist, Ultan O’Brien, works in per-
formance, composition and education and
graduated with a bachelor degree’s in music
education from Trinity College, Dublin.

Tickets for the show are $21 in advance,
$25 on concert day, $10 for students with ID
and free for ages 12 and younger. To order
online, visit www.ichc.net. Tickets may also
be ordered by calling (414) 345-8800.

AOH“Taste of Ireland”
September 7th..................................

Join the Ancient Order of Hibernians
on September 7, 2017 at Turner Hall for a
brand new event celebrating half way to
St. Patrick's Day with food, music and fun
the Irish way.

Highlights of the evening include: food
tastings from the absolute best Irish
Restaurants/Pubs in the community 
(including an Irish Stew competition),
great Irish music by Dublin O’Shea, Irish
dancers and plenty of Irish hospitality!
Enjoy all you can eat food from seven
different Irish pubs who will each prepare
an Irish stew and a dish of their choosing.
Awards will be handed out for the best
stew and the best other dish.

The purpose of this event is to support
AOH's mission to promote Friendship,
Unity and Christian Charity among its
members, as well as to foster ideals 
and cultivate the history of the Irish
throughout our community. All proceeds
from the event will go to support Catholic
education in Milwaukee through Saint
Rose/St. Leo’s, Notre Dame School of
Milwaukee and Nativity Jesuit Academy. 

The evening’s activities begin at 5:30
pm, and tickets can be ordered through the
Pabst Theater website at:
pabsttheater.org/event/tasteofireland2017

For more information please see Bob
Towne or another Hibernian.

Facebook&Social Media..................................
If you haven’t seen us on Facebook,

like us! 2150 people have already.
www. f a c e b o o k . c om / S h am r o c k -
ClubofWisconsin/

You can also find us on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/shamrockclubwis or 
on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/com-
pany/shamrock-club-of-wisconsin.



5

area for a number of years, as he also had
an ownership stake in the Brewers. 

In 1894, Comiskey was managing the
Cincinnati Reds when he met Cincinnati
sportswriter Ban Johnson. The two of
them decided to buy the Western League,
with Johnson to become president. The
idea was to take it to major league status,
as the only major league was the National
League. 

When the quintet of Johnson, Comiskey,
Matt and Henry Killelea and Mack met at
the Roosevelt Hotel on 3rd and Kilbourn
in 1900, it was done in secret, because
many of the Western League teams had
minor league contracts with the National
League. One of the first things done was
that the league was named the American
League, to keep with the patriotic theme. 
Johnson also instituted a number of rules,
including no swearing on the field, as he
felt the Nationals were crude and vulgar,
and he wanted mothers to feel good about
bringing children to the matches. 

After the 1900 season, the owners an-
nounced they would be taking on major
league status in 1901, and without the
$2400 salary cap the NL had instituted.
Over 100 players jumped to the new major
league.

The original American League con-
sisted of the Boston Americans, Chicago
White Stockings, Cleveland Bluebirds,

continued from page 1 Detroit Tigers, Baltimore Orioles,
Philadelphia Athletics, Milwaukee Brew-
ers, and Washington Senators. Connie
Mack owned the Philadelphia team,
Comiskey the White Stockings, the Kille-
leas the Brewers. Other Irish-American
owners were Jack Kilfoyl, co-owner of the
Cleveland Blues, John McMahon and
John McGraw, (also the player-manager)
of the Baltimore Orioles; and James Burns
of the Detroit Tigers. 

The 1901 Milwaukee Brewers were
well represented by the Irish. Managed by
Hugh Duffy, the roster included such sons
of Erin as Billy Maloney; Billy Gilbert;
Wid Conroy; Jimmy Burke; Hugh Duffy;
Bill Friel;  Jiggs Donahue; Tom Leahy;
Joe Connor; George McBride;  John But-
ler; Bill Reidy; Ned Garvin; Pink Hawley;
and Pete Dowling.

The 1901 Brewers played at the Lloyd
Street Grounds on 16th to 18th, Lloyd to
North Avenues. 

By 1902, the Milwaukee team had been
transferred to St. Louis, where they were
renamed the Brown Stockings. They
played there until 1954, when the team
was moved to Baltimore, and took the
name of the former AL team, the Orioles.
The Orioles team had been moved in 1903
to New York, where they were renamed
the Highlanders, and eventually the Yankees. 

Matt Killelea died of tuberculosis in
1902, after selling his portion of the Brew-

ers/Browns to his brother, Henry. Henry
sold his portion of the Browns in 1903,
and after first trying to buy the Detroit
Tigers and moving them to Milwaukee,
then purchased the Boston Americans, re-
named them the Red Sox. In 1903 he came
up with the idea of a World Series, a
championship game between the champi-
ons of the American and National
Leagues. 

After selling off the Red Sox, he re-
mained based in Milwaukee, content to be
the legal counsel for the American
League, a job he held until his death in
1939. 

So, when you look at the baseball
standings, think about the five Irish Mil-
waukeeans who created the American
League right here in Milwaukee. 

- Bob Buege and Brian Witt

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates
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Word of the Month..................................
Eigin (Ay-gen) - Somewhere
Áit éigin in Íoslainn codlaim.
(Ayt Ay-gen in Eoosh-lain cod-lame)
Somewhere in Iceland I sleep.

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

On September 12th, Rough Music, by
Patrick Gale will be our topic, and our
hostess will be Rosemary Walsh.

Pat Powers will be our hostess on
October 10th, when we will discuss The
Cornish Coast Murder, by John Bude.

The Winter Garden Mystery, a Daisy
Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Duss will
by our topic on November 14th, and our
hostess will be Kathy Paul. 

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Ireland & the Potato
Friday, October 20th 5:30-9pm..................................

The Friends of Saint Patrick Centre,
Milwaukee Chapter will be holding a
fundraising benefit to support their Young
Ambassador Program on Friday, October
20th from 5:30-9 pm at Trinity Episcopal
Church, 1717 Church St., Wauwatosa.  The
evening will feature music by Evan & Tom
Leahy, the Cashel Dennehy Irish Dancers
and a brief history of Samhain, the Gaelic
harvest festival by Dr. Timothy McMahon.

Tickets are $15, and include a supersized
potato buffet, soup, salad and dessert. For
more information, contact Judie at 262-641-
9192 or email FOSPMKE@gmail.com.

Hurling Club News.......................................................................

We want to thank the Shamrock Club for their continued sponsorship, and are very
appreciative of such. You are the longest tenured sponsor in the Milwaukee Hurling
Club, now eighteen years strong. 

The Shamrock Club Griffins ended up with a good record of 5-3-1. Missing a
couple of key players during key games kept our record from being better, but it was a
strong team overall.

We are happy for all of the Shamrock Club members who showed up for the Party
at the Pitch on Sunday, August 12. Remember - our picnic is always your picnic. 

Our final match was August 27, between Silver Spring House and O'Lydia's. We hope
to see more of you next year.

Yours, with a stick and a sliotar,
Michelle and AJ Varelas and Vinny Moloney 

Coaches for the Griffins youth team and Adult team 
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Shamrock Club Irish Fest Fun.........................................................................................................

Photos by Pam Canon
and Mary Koehler



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53233

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Photo by Pam Canon 


