
If you have visited the Cultural Exhibits
Tent at the Milwaukee Irish Fest for the
past number of years, you may have seen
a display on Father Solanus Casey. Casey
has a strong connection to Wisconsin; he
was born in western Wisconsin, and was
ordained at St. Francis Church on 4th and
Brown. And now he is on track to become
the first American saint from Wisconsin.
Solanus Casey was born Bernard Fran-

cis Casey, and was an American Roman
Catholic priest and a professed member
from the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin.
He was known during his lifetime as a
wonderworker known for his great faith
and his abilities as a spiritual counselor but
also for his great attention to the sick for
whom he celebrated special Masses. The
friar was dubbed a wonderworker for his
working of miracles during his life which
made him a much sought-after individual
and came to be a revered and notable fig-
ure in Detroit where he resided. He was
also a noted lover of the violin which was
a trait he shared with his namesake Saint
Francis Solanus.
His cause for beatification commenced

over a decade after his death and he be-
came titled as Venerable in mid-1995. One
miracle is required to be approved for him
to be beatified with one such healing later
receiving approval from Pope Francis in
mid-2017; he shall be beatified in Detroit
at Ford Field on 18 November 2017.

Bernard Francis Casey (nicknamed
"Barney") was born on 25 November 1870
on a farm in the town of Oak Grove, Pierce
County, Wisconsin, as the sixth of sixteen
children to Bernard James Casey and Ellen
Elizabeth Murphy, who were both Irish
immigrants. His father was born in Castle-
blaney, County Monaghan, and his mother
was born in Carlough, County Armagh.
They met at a company picnic in Maine,
after both had immigrated to the States.
He contracted diphtheria in 1878 which

permanently damaged his voice and left it
wispy and slightly impaired; two siblings
died as children from this also in 1878.
The family later moved to Hudson. In
1878, he began school at Saint Mary's but
this was cut short in October, 1882 when
the family relocated again though this time
to Burkhardt in Saint Croix County. In1887,
he left the farm to work in a series of jobs 

in his home state and in Minnesota, work-
ing as a lumberjack and a hospital orderly
as well as a guard in the Minnesota state
prison and a street car operator in Superior.
His time as a prison guard saw him be-
friend a couple of Jesse James' cohorts. At
first it seemed that he desired the married
life but then the mother of a girl he had
proposed to suddenly sent her off to a
boarding school, which tempered this desire.

After witnessing the murder of a young
woman while working in Superior, he
acted on a call he felt to the priesthood.
But because his education had been trun-
cated, he enrolled at Saint Francis High
School Seminary, the minor seminary of
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, in January
of 1891, with the hopes of becoming a
diocesan priest.  He was handicapped in
that the classes were taught either in Ger-
man and Latin, neither of which he could
speak or read.

The priests advised him to consider
joining a religious order if he wanted to
become a priest. There he could be or-
dained a "simplex" priest who could pre-
side at a Mass, but would not have the
faculties for public preaching or hearing
confessions. 

Following this advice, he applied to the
Order of Friars Minor Capuchin in Detroit,
and was received into the order in 1897. 
Upon the reception of the religious habit
in January, 1897, he was given the reli-
gious name of "Solanus" after Saint Fran-
cis Solanus. Both men shared a love of the
violin. He made his vows on 21 July 1898.
He struggled through his studies there but
received his ordination to the priesthood on
July 24, 1904 from Archbishop Sebastian
Messmer at the Saint Francis of Assisi
church on 4th and Brown in Milwaukee.
Because he had not performed well
enough in his studies he was ordained as a
"sacerdos simplex." He celebrated his first
Mass on 31 July 1904 in Appleton with his
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OCTOBER 5, 2017  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Meal begins at 6:30 • Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass.



T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

OCTOBER
5     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
6 First Friday Ceili Dance; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W.

Wisconsin; 7:30 pm; Music by Wise Maids
10    Celtic Women International Book Club; The Cornish Coast Murder, by

John Bude; Hostess: Pat Powers; ICHC; 1 pm
14 ICHC Tastes of Home Fundraising Event; ICHC; 6:30 pm
20 Friends of St. Patrick Centre; “Ireland and the Potato” Event; Trinity

Episcopal Church, 1717 Church St., Wauwatosa; 5:30-9 pm.
20 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Skipper’s Alley; 7:30 pm

NOVEMBER
2     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
3 First Friday Ceili Dance; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W. 

Wisconsin; 7.30 pm; Music by Ceol Cairde
4 Tripoli Highlanders 44th Annual Tartan Ball; Tripoli Shrine Center, 3000 W.

Wisconsin Ave; 5:30 pm
10    Celtic Women International Book Club; The Winter Garden Mystery, a

Daisy Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Duss; Hostess: Kathy Paul; ICHC; 1 pm
10 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Maura O’Connell and

Karan Casey; 7:30 pm
17-19 International Holiday Folk Fair; State Fair Park
18 Celtic Boutique; Celtic Milwaukee Center, 1532 N Wauwatosa; 9 am-3 pm
25 Milwaukee Set Dance; Irish Cultural & Heritage Center, 2133 W.

Wisconsin Ave; Music by Ceol Cairde; 7 pm

DECEMBER
7     Shamrock Club Christmas Party; ICHC; time tba
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................
Hope everyone had a great time at the

September meeting. Sounds like the
corned beef was a hit. Thanks to Jacob
Nowak for helping prepare it with his se-
cret ingredients :)  Special thanks to my
parents for running the show for me!

For the October meeting we will be
having our own Oktoberfest. The club
will be providing
brats and buns.
Please bring sides
and desserts. We
will have special
O k t o b e r f e s t
theme raffle prizes as well. 

Thanks again for your continued
participation and support!

- Jackie Konkol, Sergeant-at-Arms

Sunshine Report..................................
Dawn and Pete Fleming celebrated 43

years of wedded bliss in September.  The
Club members all cheered for them.

We believe the hidden birthday person
from August was Glenn Nowak, whose
birthday was September 19th.  The greet-
ings were on time but the wishes are
meant for the whole year.  Other birthdays
for the month of September were Matt
Cohen on the 4th and Sue Suit on the 24th.

Congrats to Nevin Rasor as the piper
for this month’s meeting.  Keep up the
good work.

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair
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Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and Gentleman, Celtic Friends All:

The summer and Irish Fest are behind
us for another year. Time for reflection on
our success and a post-review of our efforts.

The numbers are in:  our retail booth
did as well as could be expected due to
some "Bankcard" issues. Set-up and take-
down went better than last year and Ron
went out of his way to find and purchase
some "new" fixtures, which up-dated our
space and made it look much "cleaner."
Our membership table in the Cultural
Village was productive and fun. "See
Yourself in the Shamrock Club" should be
in the minds of all of our members and we
should all try to project that feeling and
attitude.

Post "Irish Fest" and early September
presented several opportunities to promote
our club: the Hurling League Champi-
onship, The Miltown Gaels season’s final
game; Tosa Fest, with the combined
I.F./Shamrock crowds; the Taste of Ire-
land, a relatively new event and venue
from our friends at A.O.H. (several mem-
bers and honorees were in attendance); the
"Open Doors" event with numerous build-
ings around town "open" behind the
doors. Our Club is YEAR-ROUND and
ALWAYS ACTIVE!

October promises to be a fun time for
a number of us. Oktoberfest at our October
meeting . . . brats and beer! Maybe another
tour (TBD?), the Samhain (Celtic Hal-
loween) with all the little banshees
running about.

Now is the time to check your calendar
for the Folk Fair dates. Your club would
like to count on you for a few volunteer
hours on Nov.17, 18, or 19 (Friday, Satur-
day or Sunday) for an easy four-hour shift.
Arrange your own carpool and be enter-
tained, learn about other cultures and learn
more about ours. Help serve our famous
potato soup. You volunteer and we feed
you, get you in for free, and thank you for-
ever!

October 14, "Tastes of Home," spon-
sored by the I.C.H.C. will be held at the
I.C.H.C. It will be a wonderful opportu-
nity to help raise awareness of this mar-
velous wedding, meeting space. Tickets at
the door.

"Ireland and the Potato" . . . and you

thought you knew? Our friends from the
Friends of St. Patrick have their Annual
Fund Raiser at Trinity Church, 1717 N.
Church Street, downtownish Tosa on Oc-
tober 20th at 5:30. Tom and Evan Leahy
provide the evening’s entertainment. A Po-
tato Banquet and a good time is promised.
You may even learn something about
potatos (potatoes)!

Remember to visit our several Club
Sponsors and visit with the entertainers at
those venues: O'Donoghue's - set dances
and sessions, Barry Dodd at County Clare,
sessions at Paddy's Pub and more. Check
out the Monthly Calendar.

See Yourself in the Shamrock Club . . .
and everywhere else.

- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

Pat Powers will be our hostess on
October 10th, when we will discuss The
Cornish Coast Murder, by John Bude.

The Winter Garden Mystery, a Daisy
Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Duss will
by our topic on November 14th, and our
hostess will be Kathy Paul. 

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
Oct. 15th to appear in the November issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . .Michelle Anderson,
P.O. Box 10612, Green Bay  54307

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Maura O’Connell and
Karan Casey

Friday, Nov.10 at 7:30 pm..................................
Two of Irish music’s most revered

singers known for the depth, beauty and
joy in their exploration and interpretation,
Maura O’Connell and Karan Casey will
present an evening of songs and stories
during a concert at the Irish Cultural and
Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.
on Friday, Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

Titled “A Celebration of Song and
Life,” O’Connell and Casey explore a
world view of what it means to be an Irish
woman today as well as make the connec-
tion between events and their impact on
people’s lives. This collaboration of two
courageous, uncompromising and inde-
pendent Irish women allows a freshness in
approach to their long-established solo ca-
reers and gives them the opportunity to
share the sheer enjoyment of singing. 

Blending Irish and progressive Ameri-
can folk singing styles, O’Connell burst
onto the traditional music scene in the
1980s as vocalist with Irish super group
De Dannan. Her singing has brought her
worldwide acclaim, two Grammy nomi-
nations and collaborations with numerous
artists including Bonnie Raitt, Alison
Krauss, The Chieftains and Van Morrison. 

Casey is one of the most influential
and innovative vocalists in Irish and
American folk music. She is the former
lead singer with Solas, has recorded six
solo albums and performed with such lu-
minaries as Liam Clancy, James Taylor,
Mick Moloney, Peggy Seeger and the
Dubliners.  Karan’s soulful voice has been
featured on more than 50 albums and she
recently performed with the Boston Pops
Orchestra. 

Joining O’Connell and Casey are two
highly respected musicians, John Mock
and Ed Boyd.

Tickets for the show are $29 in ad-
vance, $33 on concert day, $10 for stu-
dents with ID and free for ages 12 and
younger. To order online, visit
www.ichc.net. Tickets may also be or-
dered by calling (414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz

Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
We welcomed over seven new mem-

bers to the Shamrock Club during Irish
Fest.  That many more renewed their
membership during the same time.  Three
of those folks attended their first meeting
on Sept 14th adding a new flavor to the
usual group.  So glad to see Brian, John
and Sheila and welcome back Barbara.

We are looking for over a hundred-in-
dividual people to renew their member-
ships that have been due before September
30, 2017.  Most of those people had re-
newal dates over the summer months.  I
understand about school starting and va-
cation opportunities but we are counting
on you to send in your membership re-
newal and to receive the benefits being an
active member, attending meetings, and
volunteering.  I will be watching the mail
addressed to Membership Chair at 2133
W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, 53233.

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800
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family present.
He served for a full two decades in a

succession of assignments in friaries in
New York. His first assignment was at the
Sacred Heart Friary in Yonkers and was
later transferred to New York City where
he first served at Saint John's Church next
to Penn Station and later at Our Lady
Queen of Angels in Harlem.

He was recognized as an inspiring
speaker. In August, 1924 he was trans-
ferred to the Saint Bonaventure convent in
Detroit where he worked until 1945. Dur-
ing this time he served for the most part as
the simple porter (or receptionist and
doorkeeper). 
Each Wednesday afternoon he con-

ducted well-attended services for the sick
and through these services became known
for his great compassion and the amazing
results of his consultations with visitors.
People considered him instrumental in cures. 
Casey was also a violinist and he loved

to play this for his fellow friars during
their time of recreation though often ac-
companied this with an Irish song; his ter-
rible singing voice was attributed to his
speech impediment he had since his child-
hood. Until his late seventies he could join
the younger religious in games of tennis
and volleyball and even went jogging on
occasion.
Beginning in 1946, his health began to

fail, due to a number of issues, and to
chronic eczema over his entire body.  He
was transferred to the Capuchin novitiate
of Saint Felix in Huntington, Indiana,
where he lived until 1956.

He moved back to Detroit, when he was
hospitalized in late 1956. In 1957, he was
rushed to hospital for food poisoning.
When he was being released, the friars re-
ported that he was walking much slower
and was scratching at his legs. It was then
discovered his skin was raw and infected,
which prompted a return to the hospital.
The doctors diagnosed him with
erysipelas, which was beyond treatment.
Amputation was considered, but then his
ulcerations began to heal.  

He was readmitted to hospital for good
after several back-and-forth trips due to
the deterioration of his skin disease.  
He died from erysipelas on July 31, 1957
at Saint John Hospital in Detroit, with only
his nurse at his side. 
As he lay dying, Fr. Solanus said to Fr.

Gerald Walker, “I looked on my whole life

continued from page 1 as giving, and I want to give until there is
nothing left of me to give. So I prayed
that, when I come to die, I might be per-
fectly conscious, so that with a deliberate
act I can give my last breath to God.” At
11:00 the next morning, on the 53rd an-
niversary of his first Mass, suddenly Fr.
Solanus opened his eyes wide, stretched
out his arms and said clearly, “I give my
soul to Jesus Christ.”
A commemorative plaque was placed

outside the door of the hospital room
where he died. 
There was an estimated 20,000 people

who filed past his coffin prior to his fu-
neral and burial in the cemetery of the De-
troit convent he had lived in. Over 8,000
attended his funeral. 
On July 8, 1987, his remains were ex-

humed and reinterred inside the Father
Solanus Casey Center at the Saint
Bonaventure convent. His remains were
found to be incorrupt save for a little de-
composition on his elbows. His remains
were clothed in a new habit prior to re-in-
terment in a steel casket at the north
transept.
A range of miraculous cures have been

associated with the late friar's intercession
both when he was alive and after his death.

His remains were exhumed a second
time for the collection of first and second-
class relics on August 1, 2017. They were
then placed in a new black casket, and
reinterred in a glass case instead of the
previous wooden sarcophagus.
The beatification cause for the late friar

commenced in Detroit after an informative
phase for investigation was opened in
1976, in what could be a process oversee-
ing the accumulation of witness interroga-
tories and documentation pertaining to
life. The process concluded sometime later
and all documentation was sent in several
boxes to the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints in Rome who validated the in-
formative phase on November 7, 1986.

In 1995, CCS received the Positio
dossier from postulation officials around
1995. The theological advisors approved
this dossier on April 7, 1995 as did the car-
dinal and bishop members of the CCS on
June 20, 1995. Pope John Paul II, in a pri-
vate audience with the CCS prefect Al-
berto Bovone, confirmed that the late friar
had lived a model life of heroic virtue and
titled him as Venerable.

For the friar to be beatified, a miracle
(in normal circumstances a healing) had to

receive approval, but there had to be con-
firmation that science could not explain
the miracle in question. Numerous cases
were investigated including one that was
researched and sent to the CCS who vali-
dated that diocesan process in April 1998;
however, this was debunked as being no
legitimate miracle.

Another case was investigated some-
time later and the investigative phase for
this ended in the diocese of the miracle's
origin on January 18, 2015. This received
CCS validation on October 12, 2015, be-
fore a panel of medical experts approved
the healing to be a miracle on September
22, 2016 during their meeting. Theological
consulters likewise approved this miracle
on January 19, 2017. The members of the
CCS granted their own approval to this on
May 2, 2017 before Pope Francis ap-
proved this miracle on  May 4, thus ap-
proving that the late friar would be
beatified. 
He shall be beatified on November 18,

2017 at Ford Field in Detroit, the home of
the Detroit Lions. 
His popularity has never waned in De-

troit. So many people expressed a wish to
preserve the memory of Father Solanus
that, in July of 1960, the Father Solanus
Guild was organized with the approval of
the Provincial Minister of the Capuchin
Province of St. Joseph. There is a Father
Solanus Casey Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans chapter in the metro area. And a heal-
ing Mass is conducted in his name on the
second Sunday of each month at Saint
Bonaventure Monastery Chapel. 

Barney Casey grew into the role he had
as Solanus Casey and his lifelong mission
was that of service. As he said in a sum-
mation of his reason for being on Earth, “I
have two loves: the sick and the poor.” 

The Father Solanus Casey Beatifica-
tion Mass will begin at 4 p.m. ET on Sat-
urday, November 18 at Ford Field in
Detroit. Tickets will be available to the
public on Monday, October 9 at 9 a.m. ET,
only at http://www.fordfield.com, 4 tick-
ets per transaction, while supplies last.

- Brian Witt

Word of the Month..................................
Piog (Pee-og) - Pie
Pióg nó uachtar reoite
(Pee-og no ook-tar ree-oatay)
Pie or ice cream?



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53233

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Saint Patrick Centre, Downpatrick, Co. Down




