
Cead Mile Failte. 

He was waiting for his buddy when he
caught a glance of himself in a window.
“Snazz, I look,” escaped from his gob. He
was glad he glommed onto his new hat,
managing to finagle a low price. “I look
like a swell, and, hey wait until I get to that
shindig. We will make a racket.”

Then there were the friends who de-
cided to play some poker at the swanky
club. One of them had a slick gimmick. He
often played his hunches. He took money
from suckers, and from marks, many out
for a spree. 

So, do you think you do not know any
of the Irish language?  Well, much of the
above two paragraphs were using words
that came from Gaelic.  Buddy came from
“bodach,” a clown, but later adopted to its
present meaning. Snazz was “snas,” mean-
ing elegant. Gob is gob, a mouth. Glom
was “glam,” to snatch; finagle from
“fionna aclai;” agile contrivance.  Swell
grew out of “souil”, cheerful or joyful;
shindig from “scinnt-theach,” a party
house; and racket’s origin was “rac aird”
or a loud disturbance.

The word “somhaoineach,” (sow-in-ac)
grew into swank. Poker was “poc,” or
pocket, as the game was played with
money from a pot or pocket.  You may
know of camogie, as it is played in Mil-
waukee, but the root word, camog, means
a hook or a crooked stick. From that grew
gimmick. 

And did you have a hunch was from
aithint (ahaonnch)? You were on the mark,
as “marc” was a target. This slick spiel,
after all, came from a learning spree. Slio-
cach, speal and spraoi, or sleek, cutting
speech, and a sporting bit of fun. Oh, and
the suckers? They were “sach ur,” fat cats. 

Cead Mile Failte – One Hundred Thou-
sand Welcomes. It is what we say to peo-
ple in the Irish language to welcome them
into our homes, our gatherings, our lives.
Failte – Welcome.  You are welcome –
Failte Romhat. 

Language makes you feel welcome, or
at home. But it is not always easy to trans-
late that for people who do not know the
language, or the culture.  But in order to
grow, to feel safe, and feel you have a
home, you need to feel welcome.

When many of the Irish came to the
United States, they did not know the Eng-
lish language. And, as with most groups
who came over to this country, they incor-
porated their own language into English. I
have seen it with my Sicilian in-laws, my
Spanish-speaking friends, and my German
relatives; words that have a life in both
worlds that provide the connective tissue
to their old lives and their new, and the
ability to be understood.

In the case of the Irish, the American
English language, as had the English lan-
guage of the British Isles, found itself en-

riched and enhanced, if not overwhelmed,
by Gaeilge. They created a new lexicon to
make that new home seem more welcom-
ing, and less scary and onerous.  

Working class terms, such as “stiff,”
started out as staf, a muscular man; slug-
gers as slucaire; and square, or honest (‘s
coir, meaning truthful or honest) grew out
of the American slums, which came from
“’s lom,” (lom) which means a bare room. 

Then there is dude, or “dud,” a fool;
dork, born dorc, or dwarf; twerp, a duirb,
or a worm; a mug, from muc, a pig. Did
you ever cry uncle? That was ancal. Know
a real phony? Cheats would often sell fake
rings, and a ring was a fainne. Working on
the docks? A longshoreman may have
been a loingscoir or a boatman. Do you
have a lot of whatever, or money galore?
Then you would know the word was from
go-leor. 

Daniel Cassidy has an amazing and
well-researched book, “How the Irish In-
vented Slang – The Secret Language of the
Crossroads.” It was published in 2007 by
CounterPunch Press.  Cassidy was director
of Irish Studies at New College of Cali-
fornia. He has unearthed many previously
missed connections between the immi-
grant Irish and King’s English. 

We will be celebrating the 74th annual
International Holiday Folk Fair this No-
vember. The theme is the Culture of Wel-

Holiday Folk Fair 2017 - The Culture of Welcome.........................................................................................................
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NOVEMBER 2, 2017  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Thanksgiving Dinner at 6:30 • Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass.



T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

NOVEMBER
2     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
3 First Friday Ceili Dance; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W. 

Wisconsin; 7.30 pm; Music by Ceol Cairde
4 Tripoli Highlanders 44th Annual Tartan Ball; Tripoli Shrine Center, 3000 W.

Wisconsin Ave; 5:30 pm
10 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Maura O’Connell and

Karan Casey; 7:30 pm
11 Greater Milwaukee Fire and Police Band 17th Annual Chili Cookoff; 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 1892 S. 92nd; With Shamrock Club Color 
Guard Pipes and Drums, Celtic Nations, and the Cashel Dennehy Irish 
Dancers; noon

14    Celtic Women International Book Club; The Winter Garden Mystery, a
Daisy Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Dunn; Hostess: Kathy Paul; ICHC; 1 pm

17-19 International Holiday Folk Fair; State Fair Park
18 Celtic Boutique; Celtic Milwaukee Center, 1532 N Wauwatosa; 9 am-3 pm
25 Milwaukee Set Dance; Irish Cultural & Heritage Center, 2133 W.

Wisconsin Ave; Music by Ceol Cairde; 7 pm

DECEMBER
1     First Friday Ceili Dance; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W

Wisconsin; 7.30 pm; Music by Frogwater
5 Celtic Thunder; Riverside Theatre; 7.30 pm
7     Shamrock Club Christmas Party; ICHC; time tba
9 Tallymoore Christmas Concert; Celtic MKE Center, 1532 N Wauwatosa; 7 pm
16 Hallamor Concert - A Holiday Celebration with Kim Robertson and friends; 

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W Wisconsin; 7.30 pm
16 Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy present A Celtic Family Christmas;

Sharon Lynne Wilson Center;19805 West Capitol Drive, Brookfield; 8 pm

JANUARY
4     Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Sunshine Report..................................
Our good news for the month was the

birth of Desmond James Svarnoch during
the general meeting on October 5, 2017.
Desmond is the grandchild of Maureen
and Dan Konkol.  The happy, smiling aun-
tie is Jackie Konkol, our sergeant-at-arms
and board member.

Other good news was having Cather-
ine Tune return after having a stroke in
September. Katie Voss is home from the
hospital and recovering. Jerry Hill contin-
ues to focus on settling into his new home.

Sad news came to us about the death
of Bill McElwee from his wife, Mary.  Bill
died September 8, 2017.  Our thoughts
and prayers are with Mary.

Cate Harris’s son-in-law, David Dey,
passed away on October 13th. We offer
our deepest condolences to Cate and the
rest of the family.

Birthdays for October were Debbie
Kreuser, the 13th; Ron Danielson, the
18th; Maureen Konkol, the 26th; and San-
dra Chamorro, the 31st.  Nora Nowak is
an “old” four years this month.

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha
Sunshine Chair

Holiday Folk Fair
Retail Booth..................................

Volunteers are needed for the Folk Fair
retail booth, and also for set-up and tear-
down. Things went well last year at the
Folk Fair and this year at Irish Fest, thanks
to our good helpers. Join us again, and it's
fun, too!

You can sign up by contacting our
membership chair, Maggie, at
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com or call
her at 414-344-0688.

- Mary Koehler
Retail Chair
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Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and Gentleman, Celtic Friends All:

The September meeting was a FANtas-
tic event, fans of our Milwaukee Brewers,
that is. Jacob did a FANtastic job with Jeff
cooking up the brats for the Shamrock
Club October Tailgate Party.

Several of our members, including
many of the Shamrock414 group, attended
the fan appreciation game at Miller Park.
Thanks to Lisa and Adam for arranging
those tickets.

NOW . . . November will allow Our
Shamrock Club to present itself on a
international stage:  Milwaukee's Holiday
Folk Fair, November 17-19.

SEE YOURSELF IN THE
SHAMROCK CLUB

Volunteer for an easy 4-hour shift today!

Lots of good things are happening in
our club. We had a good showing at the
ICHC Taste of Home fundraiser.

The Friends of St. Patrick had a
fundraiser, and again, we had a good rep-
resentation of our members.

I believe it is very important to share
ourselves with our other Celtic Organiza-
tions. November will feature several
opportunities to show ourselves as
Shamrock Club Members:

•  The Tripoli Highlanders host the 44th   
Annual Tartan Ball November 4th at 
The Tripoli Shrine Center.

•  Celtic Women Book Club. 
•  A Hallamor Concert Featuring Maura 
O'Connell and Karen Casey

•  Holiday Folk Fair 

We will feature a Special Raffle at the
November 2nd general meeting for those
bringing non-perishable items or canned
goods for distribution to those in need
during this Thanksgiving Season. 

See yourself in the Shamrock Club - all
around town. I'll see you there.

- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

The Winter Garden Mystery, a Daisy
Dalyrumple Mystery, by Carola Dunn will
by our topic on November 14th, and our
hostess will be Kathy Paul. 

On December 12th we will celebrate
the holidays with a festive Christmas
lunch at the Ambassador Inn, 2301 W.
Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee.

Our topic on January 9th will be Evil
Under the Sun, by Agatha Christie, hosted
by Sheila Isakson.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................
I hope everyone enjoyed the brats for

our Oktoberfest meeting. A special thank
you to our grill masters Jacob Nowak and
Jeff Schaefer! The

N o v e m b e r
meeting will be
our annual
Thanksgiving
meal. Yes, it is
that time al-
ready! The club
will provide the

main course of turkey. Please bring the
traditional side dishes and desserts to
share. 

For the December meeting, it is our
annual Holiday celebration. The club will
be providing hot ham. Please bring
sides/desserts to share. Take away re-
minders will be available at the Novem-
ber meeting.

Looking ahead to January, I am con-
sidering a beef stew contest with bragging
rights for best stew. Stay tuned for more
info in the coming Reflections.
Thanks for the continued support!

- Jackie Konkol
Sergeant-at-Arms

Tartan Ball 2017..................................
The 44th annual Tartan Ball will take

place at the Tripoli Shrine, 3000 W. Wis-
consin Ave, Milwaukee, on Saturday, No-
vember 4, 2017. Doors open 5:30 p.m.
There will be an open bar all evening.
Also included is a Haggis Ceremony and
Scotch Tasting. There will be music of
Highland Pipes and Drums, Highland Pip-
ing, and Scottish & Irish Dancing. 

Kilts are optional. Coat and tie are
acceptable.

Nearby accommodations are at the Am-
bassador Hotel with discounted rates for
Shrine events. www.ambassadormilwau-
kee.com 

The Tripoli Scottish Highlanders have
hosted the Tartan Ball at Tripoli Shrine
Center in Milwaukee since 1973. 

Additional information: Tom Cobb
414-422-9235 or Joy Druse 414-421-
7994, or musicmakers02@sbcglobal.net.
Please RSVP by November 1st. 

Mail to: Highlander Tartan Ball, c/o Joy
Druse, 8324 Parkridge Ct. W, Greendale,
WI 53129. Make checks payable to:
Tripoli Scottish Highlanders.
http://highlandertartanball.com

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
Nov. 15th to appear in the December issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . .Michelle Anderson,
P.O. Box 10612, Green Bay  54307

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Maura O’Connell and
Karan Casey

Friday, Nov.10 at 7:30 pm..................................
Two of Irish music’s most revered

singers known for the depth, beauty and
joy in their exploration and interpretation,
Maura O’Connell and Karan Casey will
present an evening of songs and stories
during a concert at the Irish Cultural and
Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.
on Friday, Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

Titled “A Celebration of Song and
Life,” O’Connell and Casey explore a
world view of what it means to be an Irish
woman today as well as make the connec-
tion between events and their impact on
people’s lives. This collaboration of two
courageous, uncompromising and inde-
pendent Irish women allows a freshness in
approach to their long-established solo ca-
reers and gives them the opportunity to
share the sheer enjoyment of singing. 

Blending Irish and progressive Ameri-
can folk singing styles, O’Connell burst
onto the traditional music scene in the
1980s as vocalist with Irish super group
De Dannan. Her singing has brought her
worldwide acclaim, two Grammy nomi-
nations and collaborations with numerous
artists including Bonnie Raitt, Alison
Krauss, The Chieftains and Van Morrison. 

Casey is one of the most influential
and innovative vocalists in Irish and
American folk music. She is the former
lead singer with Solas, has recorded six
solo albums and performed with such lu-
minaries as Liam Clancy, James Taylor,
Mick Moloney, Peggy Seeger and the
Dubliners.  Karan’s soulful voice has been
featured on more than 50 albums and she
recently performed with the Boston Pops
Orchestra. 

Joining O’Connell and Casey are two
highly respected musicians, John Mock
and Ed Boyd.

Tickets for the show are $29 in ad-
vance, $33 on concert day, $10 for stu-
dents with ID and free for ages 12 and
younger. To order online, visit
www.ichc.net. Tickets may also be or-
dered by calling (414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz

Holiday Folk Fair
Cultural Booth..................................

The theme for this year's Holiday Folk
Fair is WELCOME. Our plan for the
booth this year is having doors to resemble
the Irish town setting and explanation of
the word welcome and examples of our
welcoming culture.

We are looking for volunteers to staff
the cultural booth and share your Irish her-
itage with the community on Friday No-
vember 17th from 9am until 10pm,
Saturday November 18th from 10am until
10pm and Sunday November 19th from
10am until 7pm. For volunteering you will
receive an admission ticket to the folk fair
good for all three days of the event. Past
volunteers have enjoyed the event and
look forward to helping each year so if
you are on the fence please give it a try!

If you have any questions please feel
free to contact me via phone at 414-405-
4870 or email at konkolja@yahoo.com. 

- Jackie Konkol
Cultural Chair

Sponsor Spotlight..................................
Ladies and Gentlemen, Celtic Friends

and all the rest of You,
I always want to mention one of our

Parade Sponsors and just a good friend of
the Shamrock Club.
O'Sullivan's Public House on Milwau-

kee's West side (or Brookfield's East side)
features a fine selection of Fantabulous
"Irish Libations."
Starters? Bacon wrapped water chest-

nuts... Everything is better with bacon. O'-
Sullivan's Famous Irish Stew...made from
the genuine recipe has been a hit for years.
A family favorite? How about the classic
Pot Roast Dinner? The Shepherd's Pie will
stick to ribs and fill the hungriest person.
Fish Fry??? TWO TIMES A WEEK!

Wednesday and Friday. If you like Fish
Frys. . . you'll love these. The boiled red
potatoes and cole slaw are great. Family
friendly prices and wonderful service at
the bar or in the dining room.
I've heard O'Sullivan's serves a great

Guinness.  I'll let you know. Thanks again,
O'Sullivan's. Thank you, Becky and Larry.
12515 W. North Avenue, Brookfield.
262-784-1656. - Joseph Hughes
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come.  We are a nation of immigrants.
Many of us are children of multiple na-
tionalities, and our children have even
more ethnic groups stirred into the mix.
All of these ethnic groups found ways to
make this scary and harsh new place a
home, a safe and welcoming locale. 
Being able to create a welcome space

is important to all of us. For the Irish, we
created our own world by creating our
own language. 

Language is what connects us, as a
people, a nation, or an ethnic group. At
this gathering of ethnic pride, all of our
individual languages funnel into English,
so we are able to understand all of our
neighbors. 
The 74th Annual Holiday Folk Fair In-

ternational will be held Fri., Nov. 17 to
Sun., Nov.19, 2017 at the State Fair Park
Exposition Center in West Allis, Wis.,
84th and Greenfield. Hours on Fri., Nov.
17, are 2 p.m. – 10 p.m.; 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
on Sat., Nov. 18; and 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. on
Sun., Nov. 19.  On Friday, students will be
arriving about 9 a.m. for an educational
preview. 
The three-day event features the All Na-

tions Theater with traditional music and
dance, the World Café offering traditional
dishes, the International Stage where
young people perform their ethnic dances,
the Tanzhauz (Music Pavilion) where at-
tendees dance and sing along with a vari-
ety of musical stylings, the Coffee House
where patrons enjoy a beverage and baked
goods while listening to talented musi-
cians, Heritage Lane with unique tradi-
tions and customs through interactive
exhibits, the International Bazaar where
cultural artifacts create a unique shopping
experience, and the Chef’s Stage featuring
local chefs preparing traditional cuisine.
The Milwaukee Irish Dance Company
will be representing the Irish on stage in
dance performances. Shamrock Club
member Derek Byrne will accompany them.

The Shamrock Club is the face of the
Irish for the Folk Fair. We have cultural,
food and retail booths for the weekend.
We will also need volunteers for the week-
end.  You can help us by setting up the fes-
tival on Thursday night, taking down on
Sunday, or working during the weekend.
As a sponsoring group, we also need to

sell a number of tickets. If we do not, we
need to purchase them. 

continued from page 1 Volunteers will receive the annual Folk
Fair participant pin, plus admission for
Folk Fair for all three days. 

The International Institute is a not for
profit organization dedicated to interna-
tional cooperation. They try to develop a
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural perspective,
through education, exchange, communi-
cation, social activities, and immigration
and naturalization services. Their website
is http://folkfair.org

The Irish language has disappeared, in
many ways, from the landscape of Ireland.
Ironically, in the United States many
words have become insinuated into the
fabric of the English language, and the
American lexicon. After four hundred
years of life in the New World, this rela-
tively small island has provided an inordi-
nate share of influence over American
culture, music, and speech from a place
that had only nine million people, at most,
living upon it. 

And for many of us, our language be-
came our welcome mat to others, both
Irish and non-Irish. And once we created a
home, we made certain that we welcomed
the others who followed. 

And again, Cead Mile Failte – One
Hundred Thousand Welcomes.  And to
make you feel more welcome, you say it
Kay-ad Mil-eh Fall-cha. 

And you are always welcome. 
- Brian Witt

Word of the Month..................................
Altaithe (al-tay-hee) - Thanksgiving
Lá an Altaithe Shona Daoibh.
(Lah on al-tay-hee hona deev)
Happy Thanksgiving Day!

Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
As always, we encourage people to

send their membership dues to the Mem-
bership Chair at 2133 W. Wisconsin Av-
enue, Milwaukee, 53233.  If you have
decided to drop your membership, please
send us a note to eliminate the time and
energy we use to keep our roster up to
date.  We would choose not to lose any
members.  We treasure the gifts that each
person brings to the Shamrock Club or-
ganization.

How about recruiting a new member as
your goal for this year?  If you are unable
to participate in the general activities, this
might be your manner of helping to add to
the Shamrock Club.

Our goal is to be sure each of you re-
ceives the Emerald Reflections each
month.  If that does not happen to you,
please send me an email notifying me of
the problem.  We are using Mailchimp as
the program to send everything to you
using modern technology.

There has been a request to create an ad-
dress book for the Shamrock Club mem-
bers. We would include your name(s),
address, phone number (landline and cell),
and your email address. If you would
choose not to be included in the directory,
please request that we not include your in-
formation. This must be done in writing,
either email or USPS. Our goal would be to
have this response by December 15th, 2017.

Volunteers are needed for the Sham-
rock Club for the International Holiday
Folk Fair.  We are having all three booths
all three days with a staff of 132 people.
That seems overwhelming but we feel we
can do it.   I know we can depend on you.
You will be receiving an email message
from signup genius so that you can sign
up right on line.  Be sure you choose the
area that you are most interested in - either
cultural, food or retail.  You will be re-
ceiving an entrance ticket good for all
three days.

You may contact me at: 
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com or call
me at 414-344-0688.

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53233

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Folk Fair Throwback: Shamrock Club members Gen Farley, Josh Walton, Brian Cissne,
Terese Flynn, Earl Powell and Tom O’Donoghue volunteered for the Cultural Booth in 1980.


