
Ireland is a country and a place defined
by water. It is an island surrounded by the
Irish Sea, the Celtic Sea and the North At-
lantic. Its rivers and estuaries have long pro-
vided transportation to both its inhabitants
and invaders. Place names evoke bodies of
water, or rivers. And family names, such as
MacNamara, the son of the sea, and
Mcloughlin, the men of the lakes, reflect the
effect water has had on the people of the land.

Ireland has about 200 hundred rivers,
ranging from the longest in the British Isles,
the Shannon, to some as short as two miles
long.  Many are navigable, and Ireland has
an active river boating and cruising culture.
These same rivers once allowed the Vikings
to establish settlements up from the coast.
They also allowed the monks to travel across
the island to establish monasteries and reli-
gious settlements, as well.

There are also 150 lakes inside Ireland.
Some are large, such as Lough Neagh, in the
North, and Lough Corrib and Lough Derg in the
South, to some about the size of large lagoons.

Ireland is also a place of islands. Most dot
the coastal lands in the Atlantic and Celtic
Seas, but some are also in lakes.  Rathlin Is-
land on the Antrim coast is fifteen miles
from Scotland and is the furthest north. Cape
Clear on the coast of Cork is the furthest
southern island. Tory Island off of Donegal
is inhabited by a number of stubborn and de-
termined islanders who are very resistant to
the idea of having their home depopulated
by the Irish government, as occurred on the
Blaskets in Kerry in the 1950’s. 

The island culture has grown up with the
water as its defining feature. Fishing had his-
torically been a feature of the lives of many
of the islanders. The famed Aran sweaters,
named for the trio of islands off of the Galway
and Clare coast, supposedly developed the
distinctive knots as a way to identify what
family fishermen came from, if they drowned.  

St. Brendan sailed from Kerry to the New
World, and kept a diary and log of his trav-

els, now called the Navagatio. The fact that
he did this in the sixth century, in a very
large currach, an ox skin boat, is even more
impressive. But Brendan said that he was
using the logs of others to guide him to these
other lands, and there is evidence that these
trips may have been going on for centuries
before he took off. Tim Severin, in the
1970’s, recreated Brendan’s travels using the
Navagatio as his travel guide. 

The boats and ships of Ireland include the
currach and the Galway Hooker, a sailed
boat that is most associated with the west of
Ireland. The currachs have a number of vari-
ations, including the Connemara version,
wide and flat, used to transport cattle to the
islands off the mainland, where the grazing
was better during the summer.  There is also
the Boyne River Coracle, a round boat that
was used to traverse the rivers of West
Meath and Meath. And the naomhag, the
County Kerry version, is very familiar to peo-
ple attending Milwaukee Irish Fest, as it is the
racing currach that is used by local rowers. 

And the formerly large boat builder in
Belfast, Harlan and Wolfe, created some of
the largest and most storied ocean liners ever
launched, including the Titanic. 

Water is central to life. It is the primary
source of sustenance for all of mankind.  As
was proved out during the Great Famine,
people could waste away from a lack of
food, but as long as water was available,
there was hope. 

Ireland is a lush country, with a consistent
rainfall, and almost seems to be a daily ex-
perience. Most of the eastern half of the

country gets between 750 and 1000 mm of
rainfall in the year. Rainfall in the west gen-
erally averages between 1000 and 1400 mm.
In many mountainous districts, rainfall ex-
ceeds 2000 mm per year. The wettest
months, in almost all areas are December
and January. April is the driest month gen-
erally across the country. However, in many
southern parts, June is the driest. Hail and
snow contribute relatively little to the pre-
cipitation measured. And no, it only rains
about 150 days out of the year. It just seems
to rain every day when you are on vacation. 

But in this country of water, there is cur-
rently rage over water. Specifically, paying
for water and redeveloping the water infra-
structure. A drought of investment for
decades means its water infrastructure falls
short of international standards.

In Boyle in County Roscommon in the
west of Ireland, shoals of trout hover in the
crystal-clear river in the town, but the drink-
ing water supply presents a different picture.
The people of Boyle must boil their tap
water as it is unfit to drink, contaminated by
bacteria that out-of-date treatment plants
cannot purify. 

This scenario plays out in many cities and
towns in Ireland. The many years of ignor-
ing the water supply system has led to a need
to rebuild the systems.

On top of that, the European Union has
imposed rules on water usage. Raising
money from water charges was a condition
imposed on Ireland by the EU-IMF-ECB
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T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

NOVEMBER
3    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
4 ICHC Ceili; Music by Frogwater; ICHC; 7:30 pm
5 Tartan Ball; Tripoli Shrine Temple, 3000 West Wisconsin Avenue; 6 pm
8   Celtic Women International Book Club; The Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter,

by Sharyn McCrumb; Hostess: Pat Powers; ICHC; 1 pm
16 Ancient Order of Hibernians meeting; O'Donoghue's Irish Pub;

13225 W. Watertown Plank Road; 7 pm
18-20 International Holiday Folk Fair; State Fair Park
19 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Bua; 7:30 pm

DECEMBER
1    Shamrock Club Christmas Party; ICHC; 6:30 pm
2 ICHC Ceili; Music by Cream City Ceili; ICHC 7:30 pm
3 All Throught the Night: A Holiday Concert featuring Tallymore; Celtic MKE;

1532 Wauwatosa Ave., Milwaukee; Doors open 6:00, Concert 7:00.
10 Hallamor Concert; ICHC; 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; Cathy Ryan; 7:30 pm
13 Celtic Women International Book Club; An Irish Country Christmas, 

by Patrick Taylor; Hostess: Gail McAleese; ICHC; 1 pm

JANUARY
5    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
10 Celtic Women International Book Club; Absolution by Murder, by Peter

Tremayne; Hostess: Sharon Walsh; ICHC; 1 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Holiday Folk Fair
Cultural Booth..................................

Thank you to everyone who has agreed
to volunteer at the cultural area at Holi-
day Folk Fair. We are still in need of vol-
unteers for Sunday, Nov. 20th from 10am
until 7pm. The Packers don’t play until
7:30pm that day so you won’t have to
miss the game. This is a great opportunity
to share our Irish culture and tradition
with others. If you are able to assist,
please contact me at
konkolja@yahoo.com or 414-405-4870.    

- Jackie Konkol
Cultural Chair

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

I would like to give a huge THANK
YOU to Joe Hughes for organizing our
October meeting at Lakefront Brewery. I
hope everyone had a great time! 

For our November meeting, turkey will
be provided. Please bring side dishes and
desserts to share. December will be our
Holiday party with the club providing a
main course of baked ham. There will be
opportunity for you select the food items
you would like to bring at the November
meeting. 

As announced at the October meeting,
we will be having a food drive at the
November meeting. Anyone who brings
nonperishable food items will receive one
raffle ticket for the raffle that night. Pro-
ceeds will be donated to St. Patrick’s food
pantry.  

- Jackie Konkol
Sergeant-at-Arms
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Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and Gentlemen, Shamrock Club

Members and Celtic Friends All,
Our O'ctoberfest Meeting at Lakefront

Brewery was great fun...something we
may have to look into as an annual event.
Omega, our guide, should be a star on
stage and screen. She was fantastic, fun
and we all learned a few things, too.

There were several events during Octo-
ber and I hope you had a chance to partic-
ipate. The Celtic Women Book Club,
IBAM in Chicago, Friends of St. Patrick
Centre at Trinity Church in Wauwatosa.
The planning for Holiday Folk Fair (Nov.
18-20) at State Fair goes on.

Folk Fair, Folk Fair... Friends and family
are welcome to volunteer. We will need vol-
unteers for ALL areas this year. Great op-
portunity to have fun with fellow members.
We have three (a Trinity, if you will) venues:

Café, see Kim Nowak: 414-940-8654;
Retail, see Mary Koehler: 414-963-1193;
Cultural, see Jackie Konkol:414-405-4870.
We could also use a few creative hands

and "handy" folks to help build a "new"
Irish cottage for Folk Fair, and perhaps
some surrounding displays for our retail
booth. Ideas? Concepts? Clay Pipe Dreams?

We are also REQUIRED to sell 100
Tickets, so if you have friends that you
know have gone to Folk Fair every year,
offer them the "reduced price" tickets
from the Shamrock Club.

November 3rd is the next general club
meeting.  Remember to bring a food item
for the Food Pantry. Products, food stuffs
and donations will go to St. Patrick's to
help members of the congregation cele-
brate Thanksgiving.

November 5th is the 43rd Annual Tartan
Ball. Share an evening with our Celtic
brethren and sistren for an entertainment
filled night. Open bar, scotch whiskey tasting,
Barry Dodd, Pipes and Drums, Irish and
Scottish Dancers, and of course a Tribute
to the Haggis. $130 per couple. This is a
dress-up evening. Kilts are optional, a coat
and tie are acceptable. Deadline- Novem-
ber 1 and seating is limited. Contact Joy
Druse 414-421-7994 for reservations.

The Hallamor Concert Series continues
November 19 at the ICHC. Bua plays Sat-
urday night at 7:30. Tickets are available. 

Clowns aren't scary, read Brian's article
from last month...the kids will never get
to sleep. "Happy" SAMHAIN !

- Joseph Hughes, President

Bua
Friday, November 9, 7:30 pm..................................
A Chicago-based quartet composed of

some of America’s most talented young
musicians, Bua will bring the beauty and
power of their critically acclaimed tradi-
tional Irish music to the Irish Cultural and
Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
on Saturday, Nov. 19 at 7:30 p.m. 

Taking their name from the Irish word
for victory, the band has performed at
many of the most prestigious festivals in
North America including a return visit to
Milwaukee Irish Fest in August. Each of
the band members also taught at the 2016
Irish Fest Summer School. 

Brian Hart’s evocative, award-winning
singing – often in Irish Gaelic – is central
to Bua’s unique sound. In 2002, he be-
came the only American to have won the
traditional senior title in singing at the All-
Ireland Fleadh Cheoil. He is also an
award-winning sean-nós dancer. 

The group’s instrumental “heart,” Sean
Gavin, won the prestigious Seán O’Riada
Gold Medal competition in County Cork in
2016, the only American to receive the award.

Known for a sophisticated and exciting
fiddle style, Devin Shepherd began Suzuki
violin lessons at age 4. At age 12, he re-
ceived an Illinois Arts Council Master
Grant to study with famed Irish fiddler Liz
Carroll. 

One of North America’s most sought
after guitarists, Brian Miller was recently
awarded a grant from the Minnesota State
Arts Board to continue the Lost Forty
Project which celebrates and makes ac-
cessible century-old field recordings of
Minnesotan traditional songs. The Lost
Forty performed during this year’s Irish Fest. 

Tickets for the show are $21 in ad-
vance, $25 on concert day and $10 for stu-
dents with an ID. To order online, visit
www.ichc.net. Tickets may also be
ordered by calling (414) 345-8800. 

Cuisine and Craic
at the ICHC.............................

New this fall, reasonably priced
food will be available for purchase
before each Hallamór concert. The
well-known Milwaukee restaurant
Miss Katie’s Diner will begin
serving at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
19 prior to the performance by
traditional Irish music band Bua.    

Nominations For
Irish Honorees..................................

Nominations for the 2017 Irish Rose,
Irishman of the Year, and Parade Marshal,
must be received by 6 pm, January 26, 
before the start of the Shamrock Club
Board Meeting.  Nominations must be in
writing or e-mailed, and be made by mem-
bers in good standing. Nominations can be
mailed to Shamrock Club, 2133 W. Wis-
consin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53233, 
Joe Hughes at:jhughes0317@yahoo.com.



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
Nov. 15th to appear in the December issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellen Dargel,
E9899 Trophy Tr., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 356-7646;

email: ghdemd70@gmail.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Susan Dushek
Independent Sales Representative

414-793-7318

Call
Me!

sadushek@gmail.com
youravon.com/sadushek

Donate to the
Shamrock Club..................................

The Shamrock Club is a
501 (c) (3) corporation. If you
donate to us, you can write this
off on your taxes. Donate to our
scholarship fund, our general fund, or to
the parade. Thank you!

2016 HOLIDAY FOLK FAIR
Celebrate the Culture of Light.....................................................................

State Fair Park • November 18, 19, 20, 2016
PLEASE HELP US MEET OUR GOAL!

The Shamrock Club must sell 100 Holiday Folk Fair Tickets.  Any unsold tickets
must be purchased by the club at full value. Tickets are $10 in advance and must be 
purchased by Monday, November 7, 2016. (Ticket price at the door is $12) For informa-
tion contact Glenn Nowak at (414) 940-9032, or e-mail: ganowak1541@gmail.com.  Tick-
ets will be sent to you by return mail and are good on any of the three days of Folk
Fair.  If you are a teacher, please contact us for advance tickets.

SAVE NOW ON ADVANCE SALE FOLK FAIR TICKETS
Please send me ______ advance sale Holiday Folk Fair Tickets at $10 each.
Name:_____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
City/State: ___________________________________________Zip: ___________
Make your ticket request to: Shamrock Club, c/o ICHC, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53233. Make checks payable to: SHAMROCK CLUB of WISCONSIN

Holiday Folk Fair
Retail Booth..................................

Members, Family, Friends, please help
us with Retail Sales at the Holiday Folk
Fair, November 18-20. Shifts are only two
hours--take one or as many as your want!
They are available Friday from 2pm to
10pm, Saturday from 10am to 10pm and
Sunday from 10am to 7pm. We will also
need assistance with set-up on Thursday
and tear-down on Sunday. Thanks to
Maggie Blaha for handling the sign-up
sheets. You can reach her at:
tommaggieb17@att.net. 

- Mary Koehler, Retail Chair

Facebook&Social Media..................................
If you haven’t seen us on Facebook,

like us! 1200 people have already.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sham-
rock-Club-of-Wisconsin/102023943184

You can also find us on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/shamrockclubwis or 
on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/com-
pany/shamrock-club-of-wisconsin.

Board Meeting Time Change
The start time for the Shamrock Club 
board meetings has been changed to 
7:00 pm. Meetings are held on the 

last Thursday of the month.
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troika as part of the country's bailout in 2010
following economic collapse. Whereas Ire-
land had some of the lowest water costs in
Europe, the average consumer is looking to
see a very significant jump in costs. 

Bills will range from 176 euros, ($210) a
year for a single-person household to nearly
500 euros ($620) for a family of four adults.
Until now, water was funded from central
and local government taxes - but paying for
an essential that seemed to come for free ap-
pears to have generated more steam than
most austerity cuts. 

According to the newly established Irish
Water agency, it will cost almost $2 billion
to bring Irish water infrastructure up to the
standards instituted by the EU.

Protestors have been heard chanting, "Irish
water will be free, from the river to the sea."

The 73rd Annual Holiday Folk Fair cele-
brates the Culture of Water. As seen with the
Irish and Ireland, water is central to life. Ire-
land is blessed with water, unlike other
lands. That doesn’t mean problems cannot
exist in a land of unlimited bounty. 

Water and culture are strongly interlinked.
Water is a vital source of life, and culture
greatly determines a person’s ‘way of life’.
This includes the way people manage their
water resources, having adapted themselves
to the environment in which they live.

For centuries sustainable water manage-
ment has been daily practice in many cul-
tures, resulting in a delicate balance between
water resources and human society.

In most cultures water is also a source of
inspiration and has been for many centuries.
People have adopted deeply rooted spiritual
and religious values and beliefs that bind
them and support them in living the way
they do. These play an important role in
water management. Yet despite the water
wisdom we find in many societies, wise
water management is still a bridge too far.
Lately, religious and spiritual leaders have
been rethinking their values and their roles
in safeguarding creation and the earth's re-
sources.

Both within and between states, access to
water and control over its allocation can be-
come a source of conflict. This naturally be-
comes most evident in regions were water is
scarce and the demands from different users
are high. A well-known example is the
Tigris-Euphrates river basin. As a result of
the construction of dams, hydro-electric
power plants and large-scale irrigation

continued from page 1 works upstream in Turkey, the flow of water
to the downstream countries of Iraq and
Syria is reduced considerably. This obvi-
ously causes tensions between these coun-
tries, as water in the region is already short
in supply.

A program of the International Institute of
Wisconsin, the Holiday Folk Fair Interna-
tional, America's premier multicultural festival,
celebrates the cultural heritage of the people
living in southeastern Wisconsin. This
year’s theme, “Celebrate the Culture of
Water,” will allow Fair-goers the opportunity
to learn the ways in which water and its sym-
bolism is incorporated into the music, food,
dance, arts, and crafts of Holiday Folk Fair.

The three-day event features the All Na-
tions Theater with traditional music and
dance, the World Café offering traditional
dishes, the International Stage where young
people perform their ethnic dances, the
Tanzhauz (Music Pavilion) where attendees
dance and sing along with a variety of mu-
sical styling’s, the Coffee House where pa-
trons enjoy a beverage and baked goods
while listening to talented musicians, Her-
itage Lane, with unique traditions and cus-
toms through interactive exhibits, the
International Bazaar, where cultural artifacts
create a unique shopping experience, and the
Chef’s Stage featuring local chefs preparing
traditional cuisine.

The Shamrock Club is the face of the Irish
for the Folk Fair. We have cultural, food and
retail booths for the weekend. We will also
need volunteers for the weekend.  You can
help us by setting up the festival, on Thurs-
day night, taking down on Sunday, or work-
ing during the weekend. We will feed you
from our Food Booth, as well. You will re-
ceive the annual Folk Fair participant pin,
plus admission for Folk Fair for all three days. 

Water has played a more or less promi-
nent role in cultures, depending on the envi-
ronmental conditions people had to face.
Indigenous cultures are still renowned for
their ingenious and sustainable water prac-
tices. Modern practices have often disturbed
and overruled these traditional practices,
with undesired consequences.

However, in today's societies we often
see a revival of old traditions and a more
natural and sustainable use of water. Find-
ing the right mix between 'old' and 'modern'
practices helps to find sustainable solutions
to cope with climate change. In Ireland, as in
other countries, finding that balance is cru-
cial. In the land of plenty, it is still a diffi-
cult task. 

- Brian Witt

Sunshine Report..................................
The sun is shining on the Mike Boyle

family with the birth of grandchild, Grace
Ellen Hennen on Sept 28th to Erin and
John Hennen.

Dennis Janzer's mother died this past
week and her funeral was Saturday, Oct
15th at St. Killian's church in Hartford, WI.

Tom Fisher, son of John and Mary,
won the Galway County Hurling champi-
onship.  His wife, Marion, is expecting
their first child in February, 2017.  They
are still living in Ireland.

David Fisher turned 40 and married
Helen on Sept 16, 2016.  Seems the Fisher
family even has the stars shining on them.
On the top of Mary's bucket list was going
to the Macy's Day Parade on Nov 16,
2016.

The Blaha twins, Paul and Annie, were
forty this October. Paul and wife, Jen,
along with big brother Liam, welcomed
Graham to their family this past April.
Annie Blaha Lakatos and husband, Peter,
are celebrating their son's, Oliver's, third
birthday this month. His big sister,
Eleanor Louise was four in March, the
day before Nama Maggie's birthday. The
twins' older brother, Steve Blaha, and his
wife, Maureen, and four boys are also
members of the Shamrock Club as of this
past Irish Fest. 

We send the Jane Anderson family our
heartfelt condolences on the death of her
daughter, Tracy Wayson on Sept 30.

It is good to see Julie Smith convinc-
ing herself that she is in the peak of health
at our October meeting.  She has to be as
she is the Stephens' family worrier.

Please send me any news you would
like to see in the Reflections. Maggie:
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair



Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

The Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter,
by Sharyn McCrumb, will be our topic on
November 8th.  Pat Powers will be our
host.

On December 13th, we will discuss An
Irish Country Christmas, by Patrick 
Taylor. Our hostess will be Gail
McAleese.

Absolution by Murder, by Peter
Tremayne, will be our topic for January
10th.  The meeting will be hosted by
Sharon Walsh.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
Renewals and new memberships keep

me coming.  I now have in my possession
the membership cards of the Club dating
back to 1970.  This is very exciting and I
suspect will be the topic of future articles in
the membership column.

A none working event is celebrating our
honorees of this year at a banquet at
Meyer's on Forest Home.  Be sure to get
your reservations in by Oct 18th.  We do not
want any walk-ins as it is too disruptive to
the celebration.

I hope all of you take it seriously that
part of being members is volunteering at
our traditional events which have helped
the Club bring the positive aspects of the
Irish culture to the forefront of people's
minds.  One of the longest ones, the Holi-
day Folk Fair, is taking place at State Fair
Park from Nov 18 - 20th.  We need you to
spend two to four hours in the three areas:
Cultural, Retail or Food booths.  See more
information in other sections of this
newsletter.  The "work" is not difficult and
it gives us the opportunity to meet other
members.

Maggie B. 414-344-0688 or
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

McGuire at the
Milwaukee Rep..................................

McGuire, a one-man play written by
Dick Enberg, will be presented by the Mil-
waukee Rep from January 20 to March 19. 
Few names trigger more memories and
smiles in Milwaukee than Irish-American
Al McGuire, Marquette University’s leg-
endary basketball coach. Many know him
for leading the Warriors to the NCAA
Championship and for his candid television
personality, but few knew him like his
broadcasting partner—Emmy Award-win-
ner Dick Enberg. Just in time for March
Madness, McGuire is a touching portrait of
the uncommonly funny and profound man
behind the legend. 

The play stars Tony Award winner
Anthony Crivello. Crivello is also the
brother of Shamrock Club member Mary
Crivello-Witt. Crivello has starred on
Broadway in Kiss of the Spider Woman,
Evita, Les Miserables, and was the Phan-
tom in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom
of the Opera Las Vegas Spectacular” at the
Venetian. 

“McGuire” is produced by the Milwau-
kee Repertory Theater at the Milwaukee
Repertory Theater, 108 East Wells Street,
Milwaukee. Senior, student and 35 &
Under discounts available by visiting their
website http://www.MilwaukeeRep.com.
Call 414-224-9490 for reservations or more
information.

Phrase of the Month..................................
Fuar (Foo-ahr) - Cold
Tá mé fuar. 
I am cold.



First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 P.M. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 P.M.

The dances are called, and direction is
given, by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

October – December 2016

• Fri., Nov. 4 – Frogwater 
• Fri., Dec. 5 – Cream City Ceili
Entrance is $8.00 Adults, and $6.00

for Students, Seniors, and Children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.

Volunteers Needed
For Holiday Folk Fair..................................

It is that time of the year again:

Think . . . . 
• Cultural, Cafe', and Retail  
• Educating Kids from 4th- 8th Grade 

about the Irish at 
• 2016 Holiday Folk Fair 

International Friday, November 
18th  - Sunday, November 20th

Fri., 9 a.m - 2 p.m.  (education day)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Fri., 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Sat., 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun., 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

We have fantastic chairs for each area
of the HFF: Jackie & Maureen Konkol,
handling the cultural area; Mary Koehler,
handling retail; and Kim Nowak, handling
the cafe'.

We need help from you as the mem-
bership in each of these areas, as well as
help on Thursday, November 17th for set
up and Sunday after 7 p.m. to tear down
and return to storage everything that goes
into making HFF a success for the club.

I also need referrals from you, the
membership, for any group, school or 
individual that may be interested in 
purchasing advanced sale, discounted 
tickets from the Shamrock Club. We are
required to sell 100 tickets as part of our
commitment to HFF and the International
Institute. Price per ticket is $10.

To volunteer or for any questions please
contact:

Cultural - Jackie Konkol, 414-405-4870
or email: jackshmrck@yahoo.com 

Retail - Mary Koehler, 414-963-1193
or  email: mtkoehler@milwpc.com

Café’ - Kim Nowak, 414-940-8654 or
email: kmnowak1541@gmail.com 

General questions or tickets - Glenn
Nowak - 414-940-9032 or by
email:ganowak1541@gmail.com.

- Glenn Nowak
HFF General Chair

T T T

An Irish Christmas
with Cathie Ryan and
The Winter’s Heart
Friday, December 10, 7:30 pm..................................
Acclaimed Irish singer Cathie Ryan and

her award-winning band will celebrate a
traditional Irish American Christmas at the
Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133
W. Wisconsin Ave., on Saturday, Dec. 10
at 7:30 p.m. 

From ethereal hymns to exuberant jigs
and reels, The Winter’s Heart revels in the
wealth of the holiday traditions such as
leaving a candle in the window to light
loved ones home, hunting for the wren on
St. Stephen’s Day, Nollaig na mBan or the
Woman’s Christmas, and much more. 

A captivating performer, Ryan has been
in the vanguard of Irish music for more
than 25 years and was twice named Irish
Female Vocalist of the Decade by LiveIreland
as well as honored as one of the Top 100
Irish Americans by Irish Music Magazine. 

Joining Ryan will be Cork-born, award-
winning songwriter Patsy O’Brien. He is
one of Irish music’s most respected gui-
tarists, known for both a driving rhythm
as well as a delicate and melodic finger
picking style. O’Brien has worked with
fiddle player Eileen Ivers and piping leg-
end Paddy Keenan, among others. 

Patrick Mangan is currently on break
as the featured fiddle soloist from River-
dance, where he was initially invited to
perform when he was just 16-years-old.
His respect for traditional music – along
with the gift of playing with fluidity and
fire – twice earned him the coveted All-
Ireland fiddle championship. 

Kieran O’Hare is an internationally re-
spected and sought-after musician on uil-
leann pipes, concert flute and tin whistle.
O’Hare has performed with the Milwau-
kee Symphony Orchestra and with artists
in many musical genres including Mick
Moloney, Liz Carroll, Josh Groban and
Don Henley.

Tickets for the show are $29 in advance,
$33 on concert day and $10 for students
with an ID. To order online, visit
www.ichc.net. Tickets may also be
ordered by calling (414) 345-8800.  

16th Annual Celtic
Christmas Boutique..................................

When:   Saturday, November 19, 2016
9 am - 3:30 pm

Where:  Historic Irish Fest Center
1532 Wauwatosa Ave.
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
414-476-3378

CelticMKE will help holiday shoppers
spread Celtic cheer through a unique event
that helps people discover gifts from the
Emerald Isle and beyond. The Celtic Bou-
tique showcases Irish and other wares
from vendors, artists and crafts persons. In
addition, guests can tour the Ward Irish
Music Archives, home to the largest col-
lection of Irish and Irish American sheet
music in the world with more than 5,000
sheets of music and other music related
items. When attendees work up an ap-
petite, they can enjoy a break at Café Cel-
tique. Menu items this year include
scones, potato soup and corned-beef sand-
wiches.

Admission is free. No strollers please.
Parking is available next door in the St.
Bernard Parish Lot, in public parking lots
or on the street.
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EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Members of the Shamrock Club at the October general meeting at Lakefront Brewery.
Photo by Ron Danielson


