
I just finished a wonderful novel, “The
Tides of War,” written by historian Stella
Tillyard. It focused on the Napoleonic
Wars and the intermingling of lives of the
soldiers and their families.  Central to the
story was the Duke of Wellington and his
wife, Kitty.  Both of them were born in Ire-
land, Wellington in Dublin, and Kitty in
Westmeath.

There was love, infidelity, death, war,
and a man who was a serial philanderer.
Ms. Tillyard did a great job in describing
the sights of the early 19th century Lon-
don and war-torn Spain. 

Wellington, whose name was Arthur
Wellesley, was born in Dublin, belonging
to the Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland.
He was born Arthur Wesley, the third of
five surviving sons (fourth otherwise) to
The 1st Earl of Mornington and his wife
Anne, eldest daughter of The 1st Viscount
Dungannon. His father was a professor of
music at Trinity. 

He was born 1 May 1769, the day that
he was baptized. His birthplace is uncer-
tain. He was most likely born at his par-
ents' townhouse, 24 Upper Merrion Street,
Dublin, now the Merrion Hotel. But his
mother Anne, Countess of Mornington, re-
called in 1815 that he had been born at 6
Merrion Street, Dublin.

Although he once said of his Irishness
that if a man was born in a barn, it did not
make him a horse, he spent a good deal of
time on his native island.  In 1781, Arthur's
father died and his eldest brother Richard
inherited his father's earldom.

He went to the diocesan school in Trim
when at Dangan, Mr. Whyte's Academy
when in Dublin, and Brown's School in
Chelsea when in London. He then enrolled
at Eton, where he studied from 1781 to
1784. His loneliness there caused him to
hate it, and makes it highly unlikely that

he actually said, "The Battle of Waterloo
was won on the playing fields of Eton," a
quotation which is often attributed to him. 

Arthur
Wellesley

Catherine
Wellesley

In 1785, a lack of success at Eton, com-
bined with a shortage of family funds due
to his father's death, forced the young
Wellesley and his mother to move to Brus-
sels. As he entered his twenties, Arthur
showed little sign of distinction and his
mother grew increasingly concerned at his
idleness, stating, "I don't know what I shall
do with my awkward son, Arthur."

But a year later, he enrolled in the French
Royal Academy of Equitation in Angers,
where he progressed significantly, becom-
ing a good horseman and learning French,
which later proved very useful in war.

The Earl of Rutland suggested he join
the army, and was immediately positioned
as an ensign. A year later, he was named
aide-de-camp to the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland. The duty consisted of entertain-
ment, going to balls, and giving advice to
the Lord Lieutenant. His rank increased,
as did his pay.  In 1789, he transferred into
the 41st Regiment of Foot, then again on
25 June 1789, still a lieutenant, he trans-
ferred to the 12th (Prince of Wales's) Reg-
iment of (Light) Dragoons.

He denounced Henry Grattan, one of
the leaders of the United Irishmen, and for
his efforts, ended up elected to the Irish
House of Commons for Trim. He was re-
elected in 1795, and hoped to be put in
charge of armaments in Ireland. 

At about this time, he courted Cather-
ine “Kitty” Pakenham. However, he was
rejected by her brother, the Earl of Long-
ford. Arthur was so upset that he went
home and burnt his violins. He was con-
sidered an expert in both classical and the
musical airs of Ireland. He decided to ded-
icate himself to the Army, instead. 

Arthur went to India in 1797, and
helped the British defeat the Mysore and
the Maratha empires, and in turn consoli-
dated their rule in India.  He gained a rep-
utation for excessive planning, which led
to fewer casualties and a quicker resolu-
tion of battles, and, ultimately wars.  It was
said that he planned his battles aboard
ships, so that when he landed, he was able

MAY 4, 2016  •  ANNUAL ELECTIONS 6:30-7:30 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 7 PM
Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Cinco de Mayo Pot Luck begins at 6:30 • Please bring a dish to pass.

Kitty and Arthur – Lord and Lady Wellington .........................................................................................................
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T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

MAY
4    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting and yearly elections; ICHC; 6.30 pm 
6 Wisconsin Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W Wisconsin Ave; sponsored

by Trinity Booster Club
7 Celtic Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W Wisconsin Ave; Operated by

Badger State Feis Inc.

JUNE
1    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
2 First Friday Ceili; ICHC; Music by Cream City Ceili; 7:30 pm
3 Milwaukee Highland Games; Hart Park; Heavy Games, haggis taco eating

contest; ceilidh featuring Dirty Wellies, War Piper, and Dublin O'Shea; 9 am
13  Celtic Women International Book Club; Rather Be the Devil, by Ian Rankin;

Hostess: Gail McAleese; ICHC; 1 pm
30 Bloomsday; by Steven Dietz; Directed by Joseph Hanreddy; Next Act

Theatre

JULY
TBD  Shamrock Club Installation Dinner; Location TBA
11  Celtic Women International Book Club; Lunch at O’Lydia’s; 338 S. 1st St., 

Milwaukee, WI  53204
15 Badger State Feis; Pettit National Ice Center, 500 S 84th St; Supporting

Glencastle Irish Dancers
16 Cream City Feis; Pettit National Ice Center, 500 S 84th St;  Sponsored by

Kinsella Academy Family Association

AUGUST
3    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Post Parade Party
Wrap-up..................................

The Post Parade Party on March 11
was a success in many ways. Although at-
tendance was down by about 300 people,
mirroring the parade’s downturn, door
revenue was up. 

I want to thank a number of people for
all their hard work prior to the day, after-
wards, and on the day. First would be
Jacob Nowak, who was my right-hand
man for the better part of a week before
and after. Rebekah McAleese again han-
dled the leadership of kitchen duties in an
amazing fashion. She came in on Friday
to do a lot of set-up, and was in early on
Saturday to help the Pilot Club with the
breakfast. Barry Stapleton booked the
talent, Jeff Shaffer headed up the sound
crews.  

The Pilot Club did a wonderful job of
running the breakfast. The cash office, led
by Taffy Anderson, with Michael Hart,
Mary Witt, Jackie Konkol, Nick Nowak,
Ron Danielson, and Jameson Fraters,
managed to keep a sense of humor
throughout the day. The Quinlan family
ran the bar in the Shamrock Club Parlour,
the Hughes family, with family Hamill,
the upper bar, and Dan Stotmeister, Caitlin
Haycock, and Dayna Danielson held the
reins in the Hallamor bar.  

We also had a number of community
groups at the party. The members of the
Currach Club, the Hurling Club, and Con-
radh na Gaeilge contributed in other areas,
unloading and setting up. We also had
Milwaukee Irish Fest selling Buy One,
Get One packages. Thanks to Cathy B.
Ward for being a part of the day. Members
of the UWM Celtic Studies Program were
also a part of the day. 

To the many volunteers who worked all
areas, thank you. You made the day great. 

- Brian Witt

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates
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Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................
I hope everyone enjoyed the tailgate

party for the April meeting. It was great
having so much food and raffle prizes. Go
Brewers!

For May we
will be having a
Cinco de Mayo
party. The club
will be providing
taco meat and
shells/tortillas

for a taco bar. There were options to
choose from for what sides/toppings to
bring at the April meeting but if you did-
n’t take one feel free to bring a side
dish/topping or dessert of your choice.
There will be special raffle prizes as well.

Looking ahead to June we will be hav-
ing a summer picnic theme. The club will
provide deli meats and rolls. Please bring
your favorite side dish/dessert to share.
Thanks for your continued support!

- Jackie Konkol
Sergeant-at-Arms

Feiseanna in 
Milwaukee in May..................................

There will be two feiseanna in Milwau-
kee in May.  Both will be held at the 
Wisconsin Center, 400 West Wisconsin
Avenue. The first is
Wisconsin Spring
Feis on May 6.  A
list of trophies to be 
issued during the
Feis includes many 
named for past mem-
bers of the Shamrock Club.  These Perpet-
ual Trophies include the Chuck Ward
Perpetual Trophy, awarded to first place
winner of U17 OC girls competition; The
Mary Eileen Geary Perpetual Trophy,
awarded to first place winner of U16 OC
girls competition; the Nina Nash Perpetual
Trophy, awarded to first place winner of
U15 OC girls competition; the Mickey
Finn Perpetual Trophy, awarded to first
place winner of U10 PC competition; the
Dennis Dennehy Perpetual Trophy,
awarded to first place winner of U12 PC
competition and the John E. McNamara
Perpetual Trophy, awarded to first place
winner of U14 PC competition. This feis
is sponsored by the Trinity Booster Club.
For more information, go to:
http://www.wisconsinspringfeis.com.

On Sunday, May 7, the Celtic Spirit Feis
takes places.  Preregistration takes place
on Saturday, May 6th, at the Wisconsin
Center from 2:30pm-4:30pm. On Sunday,
May 7th, registration starts at 7:30am.
The Feis starts promptly at 8:30am. 
It is sponsored by Badger State Feis, Inc.
For more information, go to
http://www.celticspiritfeis.com.

Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................

April did turn out to be filled with
showers, and May, with any luck at all,
will be filled with flowers, fruits, vegeta-
bles, and green grass on your side of the
fence. 

Elections for board members are at
hand at the May general meeting; please
review the bios that are in the Emerald Re-
flections. A reminder that individuals re-
ceive one vote and families two. Oh, yeah!
Don't forget to vote!

We look forward to a summer of action
and we continue to seek out new avenues
to expand our Club. Hurling the new
Gaelic footballers. We are starting to put
together the Installation Dinner and we
may have some surprises to be announced
in May or June. Now is not too early to
begin thinking about Irish Fest, especially
ideas for our membership booth, a back-
drop, and our retail area. We need some
folks to think outside of the box, because
our box changes every year. Step up and
bring those ideas forward; let’s act on
them. 

The Easter Rising Mass was a won-
derful success. Even as the Mass started,
the sun came out and allowed everyone to
get home, after the great breakfast, and
enjoy a bright sunny day. Thanks to all
that helped so much and participated. Fr.
Brennen, I hope we have you under con-
tract for the next 47 years.

Meanwhile, let us not forget some of
the Shamrock Club Parade sponsors for
your Friday night fish fry or evenings after
a game or meeting. We will provide a list
at the May and June meetings.

Thank you and all the best of Irish Luck,
- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
May 15th to appear in the June issue.) Copy
received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Sunshine Report..................................
Today, as I was talking to Jeanne

McCue, I suggested that we might need to
call this column the “Gray Skies” news.  I
do think what keeps it as the “sunshine” is
the support that we receive from each
other as we travel our life journey.

Jeanne, our first Irish Rose, shared the
news that her oldest child, Julie died on
March 21, 2017, at age 57 of cancer.  Julie
lived in California with her three children.
There was a memorial Mass on Wednes-
day, April 19, 2017, at 10:00 at Old St.
Mary’s.  Please keep Jeanne and her
daughter, Kerry, and the families in your
prayers.  Jeanne’s son had died in 1989.

Three of our active members were in
the hospital this past month.  We wish
good health to Ed Mikush, Jerry Hill (our
Irishman of 2017), and Joan Kenney.  Sue
Dushek had surgery on April 18 at Elm-
brook Hospital.  We trust that new hip will
give Sue many years pain free.  Katy Voss,
a former chair of the Bradley Center crew,
had back surgery on April 20.

Birthdays are always big days and op-
portunities to wish each other Godspeed.
This month is Chuck McLaughlin’s cele-
bration of the momentous year of 1937.
We also wish Happy Birthday to Del
Canon, Peggy Hamill, and Linda Maigatter.

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha
Sunshine Chair

Milwaukee
Membership News..................................
Be sure to check the label of the Emer-

ald Reflections for the due date of your
membership dues if the newsletter was
mailed to you.  I am hoping your
Mailchimp email will contain your due
date.  I will be sending reminders to past
members whose memberships were due
May 31, 2017, or earlier.  I have tried to
gently remind everyone that dues are $25
for families and $20 for singles.  Please
mail your check to Membership Chair,
Shamrock Club, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.
53223.

Future dates:  elections for the board
will take place at the general meeting on
Thursday, May 4, 2017.  Your member-
ship must be up to date for you to vote.
Although, I would prefer that you pay be-
fore that evening, I will be accepting your
dues at the meeting.

As of this week, I have transferred our
membership information to Excel which
is more user friendly than Access.  I am
hoping anyone can maintain the records
without major problems.  We have elec-
tronic historical records for the years from
2009-2017.  It may not be perfect, but I
trust any of you who have issues will con-
tact me with the proper information.
Please notify me of any changes in phone
numbers, email addresses or changes in
your living quarter address.

Christine Kierzek won the recognition
for responding so quickly to my typo in
the Mailchimp Emerald Reflection for
April.  We enjoyed reacting to the challenge.  

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 pm. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 pm.

The dances are called, and direction is
given by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

May - June 2016
• Fri., May 5 – áthas
• Fri., June 2 – Cream City Ceili
Entrance is $8.00 for adults and $6.00

for students, seniors, and children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.
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to implement his action plans for battle.
His brother, Richard, now known as

Lord Mornington, had been named Gov-
ernor General of India.  By the time they
both left, in 1804, Arthur had accumulated
£42,000, mainly from booty from war. He
was also promoted to Major-General.
Ironically, he stopped on the island of St.
Helena, and stayed in the same house
Napoleon Bonaparte was housed in a
decade later.  

Wellesley then served in the abortive
Anglo-Russian expedition to north Ger-
many in 1805, taking a brigade to Elbe. He
then stood for office in Sussex, and was
elected. A year later, he was elected MP
for Newport on the Isle of Wight and was
then appointed to serve as Chief Secretary
for Ireland, under the Duke of Richmond.
At the same time, he was made a privy
counsellor. While in Ireland, he gave a
verbal promise that the remaining Penal
Laws would be enforced with great mod-
eration, perhaps an indication of his later
willingness to support Catholic Emanci-
pation.

In the intervening years since her
brother rejected Arthur, Kitty had had a se-
ries of debilitating illnesses. She had lost
weight, and, according to many, her looks.
But Arthur had heard that her brother
would now give his approval for the cou-
ple to wed. Still, Kitty felt that Arthur
needed to see how she currently looked. 

Wellesley travelled to Ireland to meet
her, and although he was obviously disap-
pointed in the change in her (he said to his
brother "She has grown ugly, by Jove!"),
went ahead with the marriage. The couple
were married on 10 April 1806, by Welles-
ley's clergyman brother Gerald, and after a
brief honeymoon, Wellesley returned to
England. Kitty followed him and after a
stay with his brother while Wellesley con-
tinued to inhabit his bachelor's lodging,
they set up home together in Harley Street.
Thus the tome for the remainder of their
married days was set. 

Wellesley was a man of action as well as
frugal and reserved with a sharp wit; Kitty
lacked worldly experience, was easily
roused to jealousy and fussed around him.
With little in common, Wellesley could
not help but give the impression that he
found her poor company and although she
bore him two sons, Arthur, in 1807, and
Charles, in 1808, they lived apart for most

continued from page 1

Phrase of the Month..................................
Stad - Stop
Na stad!
(Naw Shtad).  
Don’t stop.

of the time and occupied separate rooms
in the house when they were together. 

In 1807, Wellesley went to Spain and
Portugal to fight the Peninsular War against
the French, and didn’t return until 1814.

Her brother, Edward "Ned" Pakenham,
served under Wellesley throughout the
Peninsular War and Wellesley's regard for
him helped to smooth his relations with
Kitty, until Ned Pakenham's death at the
Battle of New Orleans in 1815.

Kitty, living in London, was worn
down by the rigors of life in the largest
British city. It caused her to age quickly.
She also gained weight, and developed a
vision problem, causing her to squint when
talking. 

Arthur found her vain and vacuous. It
appears that she indeed loved him, but
contented herself by doting on her sons
and four adopted children, some of whom
were Arthur’s from various affairs he had
indulged himself in. 

Arthur told his closest female friend,
Harriet Arbuthnot, that he had "repeatedly
tried to live in a friendly manner with her.
It was impossible and it drove him to seek
that comfort and happiness abroad that
was denied him at home." Harriet, who
may have had a sexual relationship, had a
poor opinion of Kitty, considering her a
fool. She did say that Kitty wanted above
all to make her husband happy, but had no
idea how to do it.

Arthur was considered to be a con-
quering hero by the British.  Wellesley
was named Duke of Wellington in 1814, a
title still held by his descendants. Kitty ac-
companied him to France for his installa-
tion, and lived with him there when he
was named Ambassador to France. Later
at the Congress of Vienna, Arthur argued
that France must maintain its place in the
nations of Europe. 

She had her critics. Lady Elizabeth
Yorke commented that "her appearance,
unfortunately, does not correspond with
one's notion of an ambassadress or the
wife of a hero, but she succeeds uncom-
monly well in her part." But another,
Maria Edgeworth, found her "delightful"
and "amiable" and commented that,
"After comparison with crowds of other
beaux spirits, fine ladies and fashionable
scramblers for notoriety, her graceful sim-
plicity rises in our opinion, and we feel it
with more conviction of its superiority."

When Napoleon escaped from Elba in
1815, and launched another military cam-
paign, the final battle in the War took
place at Waterloo, where Wellington and
the Prussian commander, Blucher, de-
stroyed the French army in a pincer move-
ment, and forever destroyed Napoleon’s
ambitions. 

After the War, he found new life in pol-
itics. He resigned as Commander in Chief
of the Armed Service, and became Prime
Minister as a member of the Tory Party.
His term was marked by Catholic eman-
cipation: the granting of almost full civil
rights to Catholics in Great Britain and
Ireland. The change was prompted by the
landslide by-election win of Daniel O'-
Connell, an Irish Catholic proponent of
emancipation, who was elected despite
not being legally allowed to sit in Parlia-
ment. In the House of Lords, facing stiff
opposition, Wellesley spoke for Catholic
Emancipation, and according to some
sources, gave one of the best speeches of
his career.

His life with Kitty would soon end,
though. She became seriously ill in 1831,
which brought Wellington to her bedside.
She ran a finger up his sleeve to find if he
was still wearing an amulet she had once
given him, "She found it, as she would
have at any time these past twenty years,
had she cared to look for it" remarked
Wellington. "How strange it was that peo-
ple could live together for half a lifetime
and only understand each other at the
end". She died on April 24. 

Arthur would live for two more decades
after her death. He died at Walmer Castle
in Deal on 14 September 1852. After his
death, Irish and English newspapers dis-
puted whether Wellington had been born
an Irishman or Englishman.

What might have been a great love story
was doomed from the start, with neither
party ever to allow love to grow. It was al-
most an ancient Irish myth come to life. 

- Brian Witt
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Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin 2016-17

Candidates’ Statements..................................
President

Joe Hughes
I have been an active member of the

Irish Community for over thirty years.
I was introduced to the Shamrock Club
through a good friend and former 
employer, Dick Tierney, while frequenting
the Irish Abbey. I already had been a 
volunteer at our Irish Fest for a few years,
and then I saw an ad, "Drummers
Wanted," for the Shamrock Club Color
Guard in the Emerald Reflections. I was
to march, every March, for almost twenty
years. I played base drum, snare drum,
carried a flag, and just about everything
the Color Guard requested of me.

I was nominated and elected as a
Trustee, and ran one of the first Post 
Parade Parties at our new home. We
moved the picnic to Lake Park, inviting a
larger grouping of our Celtic family and,
of course, the Milwaukee Hurling Team,
who we shuttled, both fans and guests, up
and down the road to the semi-final
games. I later became President for two
terms. continued on with the Color Guard
and contributed time and efforts in parade
events, our parade floats, Post Parade
events, the picnics and I was honored to
have Brian Witt ask me to do the readings
for the Easter Rising Mass these past
many years.

Vice President
Ron Danielson

I have been a member of the Sham-
rock Club for since 1999. During that
time, I have volunteered for the club at
Irish Fest, working at the retail booth, at
the Holiday Folk Fair in both the food and
retail booths, and as a group leader at the
Bradley Center. I have served as the
Sergeant-at-Arms for one term,  as a
Trustee for one year, and as Vice-President
for one year.  I have helped out at the Post
Parade Party. I assisted the Irish Cultural
and Heritage Center by photographing the
building.  These photos were used in
obtaining a grant for repairs.  I also helped
remove the pews in the Hallamor when
new carpeting was installed. I volunteer
for Irish Fest.   I sing in the Irish Fest Song
Circle.

I have been an active member of the
Emerald Society of Wisconsin, and of the
Tripoli Shriners, as a clown and as a mem-
ber of the Legion of Honor. I am a twenty
year member of the Sons of Norway.  I
sing in the Community Chorus in Hales
Corners.

I am a graduate of Muskego High
School and the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater. I served twenty-seven months
on active duty in the US Army.  I retired
after twenty-five years as a Deputy Sher-
iff in Waukesha County.  I have two adult
daughters, Amanda and Dayna, and an
amazing significant other, Mary Koehler.

Sergeant at Arms
Jackie Konkol

I am running for a second term as Sar-
gent at Arms for the club. I have enjoyed
planning and organizing the meal and raf-
fles for the general membership meetings
this past year. It is fun to be creative with
the themes and great to see all the planning
come together the night of the meeting. 

As for my background and experi-
ence…I have been a club member since
1992 and have grown up volunteering in
the club, starting with café at holiday folk
fair, post parade party and retail at Irish
Fest. I have been a trustee and cultural
chair for holiday folk fair more recently. I
have also assisted in the bank at the post
parade party and retail booth at Irish fest. 

I look forward to the coming year and
already have some great/exciting themes
for the meetings in mind. 

Parliamentarian
Josh Walton

I am honored to again  have been nom-
inated for a position on the Shamrock
Club board of directors. I have been a long
time member of the Club and served on
the board in many different offices and on
many committees and look forward in
continuing in my service to the Club.

Secretary
Patrick Maes

Patrick Thomas McDevitt Maes has
called the Milwaukee area his home for 26
dedicated years, embracing the Irish com-
munity especially, more than a decade
ago. Traveling to Europe with an Ambas-
sador program called People to People, he
represented the United States while being
educated about our surrounding countries.
With working in the painting industry, he
grew skills refinishing various types of ve-
hicles, and aspires to become an EMT.
Rooting his passion in music, he has de-
veloped the talent to play many instru-
ments including guitar, piano, and
percussion.  His affiliation with the Sham-
rock Club as a snare drummer eventually
rose to become drum major of the drum-
line, creating solos, and playing such
events like Irish Fest.  Already carrying
the Irish pride everywhere, his outlook on
becoming secretary comes with excite-
ment and devotion.

Treasurer
Taffy Anderson

I am honored to be nominated for the
Office of Treasurer. I joined the Shamrock
Club in 2011. In the short time I have been
a member I have volunteered for the retail
booth at Irish Fest and Holiday Folk Fair,
and the Post-Parade Party. I am currently
serving on the Board as Treasurer and for-
merly served as a Trustee and Vice Presi-
dent.  It has been an honor to serve the
Club in these capacities for these four years. 

As treasurer, I will continue to keep the
Club’s financial records organized, pay
bills and complete filings in a timely man-
ner, and to work with the Board of Direc-
tors to increase our presence in Wisconsin
and the Irish community.  I have worked
in banking for over 20 years, and currently
am employed as a Compliance Quality
Assurance Officer at the largest financial
institution head-quartered in Wisconsin.  

If elected, I will present and support the
Club to the best of my abilities. I will ap-
proach every situation with one focus –
what is in the best interest of the Club. I
have found that doing so is a delicate bal-
ance of honoring the rich history and tra-
ditions of this organization while looking
for ways to ensure the Club’s place in both
our local and Irish communities. I thank
you for your vote.

continued on page 7
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Membership
Maggie Blaha

I have been a member of the Shamrock
Club for almost 47 years.  Following the
2016 election I have served as member-
ship chair.  This past year I have spent vol-
umes of hours trying to keep accurate
records of the membership.  As of this
week, we have an electronic historical
record of our members from 2009 – 2017
on Excel.  My goal of simplicity is almost
completed. My previous Board position
was as secretary before computers.  In the
“olden” days we served on committees to
carry the load of the many activities of the
Club.  The Honoree Dinner this year with
chairperson Ron Danielson gave me a
similar opportunity as I had many years
ago as a helper.  Tom and I enjoyed work-
ing at Holiday Folk Fair and Irish Fest for
many years.  I also the helped with the In-
stallation Dinner.  For 25 years, I was one
of the support staff for the Shamrock Club
Color Guard Pipes and Drums.  

One of my favorite experiences has
been getting to know so many people.  For
that reason, I decided to run for member-
ship chair.  I have thought about some for-
mer membership chairs like Bernice
Reilly, Mary Stephens, and Tom Smith.
They seemed to be the glue that kept the
many volunteers in touch with each other.
I have high hopes that I will be supportive
of all the committees who provide so
many activities for Shamrock Club mem-
bers.  This has been a productive chal-
lenge to keep things running.

Trustee
Pam Canon

I have been a member of the Shamrock
Club ever since moving to Milwaukee 29
years ago. During this time, I have been 
a very active volunteer at the Holiday Folk
Fair, working in all areas including 
serving as the Cultural Chairperson.  I am
the current Publications Chairperson for
the Club, producing the Emerald 
Reflections for you each month.  I have
also volunteered for the Post Parade Party,
Irish Fest, been a member of the Sham-
rock Club Color Guard Pipes and Drums,
and have served on the board as Trustee,
Parliamentarian and Secretary. I am proud
to be a member of the Shamrock Club and
am honored to be nominated for the office
of Trustee.

continued from page 6

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

Daphne Du Maurier’s Vanishing Cor-
nall will be our topic on May 9th.  The
meeting will be hosted by Sharon Walsh.

Gail McAleese will host our meeting
on June 13th. Our topic will be Rather Be
the Devil, by Ian Rankin.

On July 11th we will enjoy luncheon
at O’Lydia’s, 338 S. 1st St., Milwaukee,
WI  53204.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

47th Annual Easter
Rising Mass..................................

The Easter Rising Mass on April 16,
was a wonderful success. It is such a great
marriage of tradition, history, liturgy
and family. We had around 210 people
attending. 

Father Terry Brennan again was the
celebrant. His Roman collar was fes-
tooned with shamrocks, if you didn’t no-
tice, and his robe has a massive shamrock
on the front. His tenor voice invited many
to sing along. 

Decorations were provided by Julie
Smith, Dawn Fleming, and Kathy Dono-
van. Our liturgical music was provided by
Mary Jo Kaufmann, on keyboards,
Stephanie Zimmer, cantor, Derek Byrne
on banjo and cantoring, and Kael Byrne
on percussion. Jeff Shaffer provided sound
and technical services. 

Set up was done with Tim O‘Brien,
Mary Jo Kaufmann, and on Sunday,
Alonzo Zepeda, {jumping in and taking
charge), Gail McAleese, Jake Nowak,
Nick and Tasha Nowak.  Gail and Patsy
Grimes made and served ham sandwiches,
a change from earlier years. Bob and Ed
Mikush also helped on cleanup.  

And our bartenders ran an efficient
Bloody Mary/Bloody Molly bar. 

Joe Hughes and Derek Byrne did the
reading of the program. Our Irish hon-
orees, Jerry Hill, Mary Moze and Sharon
and Rosemary Walsh, also did readings. 

Again, thank you to all who attended.
This is an amazing day of family and
friendship. Next year will be our 48th An-
nual Mass. And just a reminder that ours is
the longest tenured Mass in Honor of the
1916 Easter Rising.    

- Brian Witt

Volunteer to
Provide Rides!..................................

We in the Shamrock Club are blessed
to have many volunteers to help with our
various activities.  Many of our members
have volunteered for decades and now
some of them are not attending our meet-
ings because they are no longer comfort-
able driving or driving at night.  Some of
us have been giving rides to members that
need them, but I believe some of our
members are reluctant to ask for a ride,
and we are missing their wisdom at our
meetings.  I would like members who are
able to provide transportation to meetings
and other events to sign up as available.  I
would like those members who need a ride
to phone one of us who are signed up.   

Everyone should be getting the Emer-
ald Reflections, and those who need a ride
can see who is available to ask for a ride.
Hopefully we will have volunteers from
all parts of the area available to drive.  I
personally don’t mind going out of my
way to pick someone up.

Ron Danielson -  262-470-1004.    I live
in Milwaukee near South 67th and Main
Street.

- Ron Danielson,
Vice President, Shamrock Club



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Shamrock Club Irish Roses met recently for lunch. Back row from left to right are:
Patsy Grimes Tierney, Gail Neville, Pam Canon, Noreen Barclay, Gail McAleese,
Linda Tuescher, Peg Hamill, Kathy Mallon, Mary McAndrews, and Maggie Blaha.
Front row: Jean Bills, Kathy Radaj, Mary Moze, Sue Dundon, Mary Beth Holloway,

Cate Harris and Veronica Ceszynski


