
Each year, the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin holds its Easter Rising Mass on
Easter morning. It honors the efforts of
those who helped to bring Ireland into 
existence as a modern nation.  It is a Mass
of peace and reconciliation, walking the
line between honoring those who led and
the ongoing quest for peace on the entire
island. 

But its start was something many 
people never thought would occur. Here is
a bit of history on it. 

On Easter Monday, April 24, 1916,
Patrick Pearse read the Proclamation of
the Republic on the steps of the General
Post Office on Sackville, (now O’Connell)
Street.  Also known as the Easter Procla-
mation, it was a document issued by the
Irish Volunteers and Irish Citizen Army. 
In it, the Military Council of the Irish

Republican Brotherhood, styling itself the
"Provisional Government of the Irish 
Republic," proclaimed Ireland's independ-
ence from the United Kingdom. The read-
ing of the proclamation by Pearse marked
the beginning of the Rising. The procla-
mation was modelled on a similar inde-
pendence proclamation issued during the
1803 rebellion by Robert Emmet.
The Rising had been planned for years,

starting with the declaration of War by
Great Britain upon Germany and its allies
in 1914. In 1800, after the 1798 United
Irishman Rising, Great Britain forced the
Act of Union onto Ireland, making official
the role Ireland held in the United Kingdom. 
Opposition took various forms: consti-

tutional (the Repeal Association; the
Home Rule League), social (disestablish-
ment of the Church of Ireland; the Land
League) and revolutionary (Rebellion of
1848; Fenian Rising). Constitutional 
nationalism seemed to be about to bear
fruit when the Irish Parliamentary Party
(IPP) under Charles Stewart Parnell 
succeeded in having the First Home Rule
Bill of 1886 introduced by the Liberal

government of William Ewart Gladstone,
but it was defeated in the House of Com-
mons. The Second Home Rule Bill of
1893 was passed by the Commons but re-
jected by the House of Lords.
A Home Rule bill proposed in 1912

found Irish Unionists in opposition. They
formed a paramilitary unit, the Ulster Vol-
unteer Force, to push back against what
they saw as a potential Catholic dominated
parliament.

The Declaration of World War One
found the majority of Irish Volunteers, the
backbone of the Irish nationalist resistance
to Britain, joining the British Armed Serv-
ices. Along with causing consternation
from those who did not enlist, it also took
the wind from the sails of a possible full-
fledged insurrection.  

Still, plans continued for a Rising. The
Supreme Council of the IRB met on 
September 5,1914, just over a month after
the UK government had declared war on
Germany. At this meeting, they decided to
stage a rising before the war ended and to
accept whatever help Germany might offer. 

Responsibility for the planning of the
rising was given to Tom Clarke and Seán
MacDermott. The Irish Volunteers—the

smaller of the two forces resulting from
the September 1914 split over support for
the British war effort, set up a "headquar-
ters staff" that included Patrick Pearse as
Director of Military Organisation, Joseph
Plunkett as Director of Military Opera-
tions and Thomas MacDonagh as Director
of Training. Éamonn Ceannt was later
added as Director of Communications.
Plunkett travelled to Germany in April

1915 to join Roger Casement, who had
gone there from the United States the pre-
vious year with the support of Clan na
Gael leader John Devoy, and after discus-
sions with the German Ambassador in
Washington, Count von Bernstorff, to try
to recruit an "Irish Brigade" from among
Irish prisoners of war and secure German
support for Irish independence. 
Together, Plunkett and Casement 

presented a plan which involved a German
expeditionary force landing on the west
coast of Ireland, while a rising in Dublin
diverted the British forces so that the Ger-
mans, with the help of local Volunteers,
could secure the line of the River Shannon.

Labor leader James Connolly headed
up the Irish Citizen Army (ICA), a group
of armed socialist trade union men and
women. He was kept in the dark about the
IRB's plans, and threatened to start a re-
bellion on his own if other parties failed to act. 

IRB leaders met with Connolly in 
January 1916 and convinced him to join
forces with them. They agreed to act to-
gether the following Easter and made
Connolly the sixth member of the Military
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T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

APRIL
1 Celtic Women Lecture; John Gleeson, Eamonn O’Neill, Dennis Jon 

Wolfgang, Speakers; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
2    Old Blind Dogs; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center; 7:30 pm
5-10 Once; Uihlein Hall; 7.30 pm
7    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Potluck 6:30 pm
11  Celtic Women International Book Club; The Secret of Roan Inish; Hostess: 

Sharon Walsh; ICHC; 1 pm
14-18Milwaukee Irish Arts presents: Sean O'Casey's The Plough and the 

Stars; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center
15 Celtic Women International Book Club; The Plough and the Stars; ICHC; 7 pm
16 A Celtic Spring; Beglan Academy of Irish Dance; Cedarburg PAC; 7pm
20 David Francey; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center; 7 pm

MAY
5    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting & Annual Elections; ICHC; 7 pm; 

dinner at 6:30
6 Celtic Women Lecture; Jeanne McCue, Speaker; ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
7 Milwaukee Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 4th and Wisconsin; 8 am
8 Celtic Spirit Feis; Wisconsin Center, 4 and Wisconsin; 7:30 am
11  Celtic Women International Book Club; 1921, by Morgan Llwelyn; Hostess: 

Maureen Garry; ICHC; 1 pm
24-28 Milwaukee Irish Arts Presents: Acting Irish International; Eight Irish 

theatre companies from North America competing; Next Act Theatre, 
225 S. Water Street

JUNE
2    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

On April 11th, Sharon Walsh will be
our hostess.  We will view the movie, The
Secret of Roan Inish, at this meeting.

Friday, April 15th, we will attend a 
special event: Milwaukee Irish Arts pres-
entation of O’Casey’s The Plough and the
Stars, beginning at 7:30 pm at the ICHC.

Maureen Garry will host our May 10th
meeting when we will discuss the book
1921 by Morgan Llwelyn.

Scotland A Personal Journey by Ian
Rankin will be our topic on June 14th,
hosted by Nancy Vose.

On July 12th we will enjoy lunch at
Finn McGuire’s, 5171 S. 108th Street,
Hales Corners.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Post Parade Party..................................
Another Post Parade Party is history, and

Oh, what a Grand Day it was! As I write
this, I will try to remember all of those I
need to thank who helped make the day
possible. First is Barry Stapleton, who,
again, did a wonderful job with the enter-
tainment, Jeff Shaffer & crew for handling
all of our sound needs, and the ICHC for 
allowing us the venue to hold the PPP.
Thanks to the Pilot Club, for again cook-
ing breakfast so that so many of us can
take part in the other activities on parade
day. To the many folks who supply us with
products for the day, far too many to list.
And finally to those of you who helped set
up and put up with me in the days and
nights leading up to PPP: Kim Nowak,
Nick &Tasha Nowak, Nora Nowak, Ryan
& Eric Dushek, Taffy Anderson, Therese
Dineen, Sam Bastian, Jacob Nowak, Dan
Schlitz & his nephew Tom, Kari Glasrud,
and any of you I missed. Finally a special
thank you to my Co-Chair, Sue Dushek,
for the many hours of help before, during
and after PPP. - Glenn Nowak



Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Happy Spring Everyone!
March was such a busy month for our

club but we still have alot to accomplish
before our year end. We have another
round of Board nominations to go this
month and need many more people to fill
the positions. Please consider adding your
expertise and talents to continue to keep
the Shamrock Club the premiere Irish club
in Milwaukee. 
I'd like to send a HUGE shout out and

thank you to Mike Boyle and his team for
their outstanding work on our 50th
Anniversary St. Patrick's Day Parade. The
weather was fantastic and the crowd was
ready to party!  It was a spectular sight to
have the many other cultures join us for
our special day.
Another HUGE thank you goes out to

Glenn Nowak and Sue Dushek for our in-
credible Post Parade Party! Your tireless
work on our largest fundraiser of the year
was outstanding. Your time and talent makes
the Club shine to all our visitors. I know
you cannot do the party alone and your
families and volunteers are truly the best!
A BIG shout out goes to our scholarship

commitee, all those that donated items for
the raffle and the gang that put all the
beautiful items together and manned the
ticket sales. I'm sure you did well in mak-
ing the scholarship fundraising a success!
Now we'll just have to give some money
away to students looking to learn about the
many facets of our Irish culture.
Oh yes, one more shout out and thank

you goes to Joseph Hughes and daughter-
in-law, Becky, for arranging the beautiful
flowers for the St. Patrick's mass and the
lovely corsages and boutonnieres for our
Honorees and families. Thank you!

Please join me in thanking Chuck
McLaughlin and Maggie Blaha for the
wonderful celebration of our St. Patrick's
Day mass. Maggie, the choir was lovely,
especially accompanied by that special
organ. Thank you, Chuck, for putting
eveything together. Once again, outstand-
ing work!
I HOPE I HAVEN'T MISSED ANYONE!
If I did please know that it was not on purpose.
See you at the meeting!

- Mary Culver, President

T T T

Singer-Songwriter
David Francey

Saturday, April 20th, 7 pm, ICHC..................................
Celebrated for his musical storytelling,

Scottish-born, Canadian carpenter-turned-
songwriter David Francey will bring his
beautifully crafted songs, warm voice, 
engaging stories and wry humor to the
intimate “parlour” of the Irish Cultural
and Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin
Ave., Milwaukee, on Wednesday, April 20
at 7 p.m.
Joining the three-time Juno Award-win-

ning performer is a stellar touring band
composed of guitarist Mark Westberg and
claw hammer banjo player Chris Coole. 
Opening for Francey is Joe Crookston,

known for exceptionally well-written
songs and infectious, rhythmic music
played on lap steel guitar, banjo and fiddle. 
Francey is touring in support of his 11th

album, Empty Train. Peopled with a cap-
tivating cast of characters, he contem-
plates each of their circumstances, singing
with sensitive, weathered vocals accom-
panied by beautiful spare acoustic
arrangements. Veteran music journalist
Mike Regenstreif described “Crucible,”
written about Francey’s father and uncle’s
service in the Royal Navy during the Sec-
ond World War, as one of the album’s
“most moving.” Sadly, his father did not
live to hear the completed song.                                    

Born in Ayershire, Scotland, Francey
credits his father’s recitations of native
son Robert Burns’ poetry with prompting
him to write his own poetic songs about
the common man. As far as the music in-
dustry was concerned, Francey sprang out
of nowhere at age 45 when he began his
journey from manual laborer to trouba-
dour, winning a Juno Award and touring
internationally within two years. He had,
however, been preparing to do this his
whole life. After moving to Canada with
his family when he was 12, Francey hitch-
hiked across Canada in his teens and then
toiled in the Yukon bush, Toronto rail
yards and Quebec construction sites. All
the while he was quietly chronicling in
songs the triumphs and hardships of life
in the trenches. 

Concert tickets for adults are $18 in
advance and at the door and $10 for stu-
dents with ID. For more information and
tickets e-mail kthlnschultz@gmail.com.  

- Kathy Schultz
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Sunshine Report..................................
Denis O’Donoghue died March 1, 2016

at age 86 yrs.  Denis drove the jaunting
cart in the St. Patrick’s parade for many
years.  Mass of Christian Burial was
March 7 at Sacred Heart Church.  

Mary Gertrude Krzyzewski (Connell)
died Feb 16, 2016.  She was the mother of
member Patrick Krzyzewski, grandmother
of SCCGPD members, Mary Krzyzewski
and Christine Kierzek.  She was the role
model for the family members who joined
the Club.
If you have Sunshine news, please email it

to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.
- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair

First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 pm. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 pm.
The dances are called, and direction is

given by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

April - June 2016
• Fri., April 6 – Wise Maids
• Fri., May 6 – Ceol RíRá
• Fri., June 3 – Frogwater
Entrance is $8.00 for adults and $5.00

for students, seniors, and children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.

Dawn’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

Brewer Tailgate Party. The Season is
starting.  The Club will provide hotdogs,
buns, mustard, and ketchup.  The rest of
the Tailgate Party will be potluck by the
Club Members.  Have the food there by
6:15 PM so we can eat at 6:30 PM.   GO
BREWERS GO!!!.

- Dawn Fleming, Sergeant-at-Arms



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
April 15th to appear in the May issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Glenn Nowak
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
ganowak@wi.rr.com; (414)466-8060 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 524-6821;

email: willardana@yahoo.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Celtic Women Lecture
April 1, 2016 at 5:30 pm.................................. 

The 100-year anniversary of the Irish
Easter Rising will be honored by  the
Celtic Women Lectures on April 1st at the
ICHC. This First Friday Lecture will be
more of a concert as it will feature music
on the venerable Hallamor organ and
singing led by Eamonn O’Neill, as well as
several readings about the Rising. As
usual at the lectures, tea will be served
along with special treats for the occasion.
The bar will also be open. In lieu of 
admission fees, a free-will offering is
asked which will be designated for the
Organ Fund.

Since September, 1998 a total of 131
individuals, of  all seven Celtic heritages,
have honored us with a vast array of lec-
tures, singing, music, dance, crafts, and
memoirs.  It has been a glorious nineteen
years without pause which will come to an
end in June.  There will be special pro-
gramming that evening with many of the
lecturers in attendance.  We hope that you
will plan to join us for a final time.

- Jean Bills

A Celtic Spring
April 16, 2016 at 7:00 pm

Cedarburg Performing Arts Center.................................. 
Join the Beglan Academy of Irish

Dance for a great evening of live music,
song and dance. A Celtic Spring show
promises to be a high energy crowd
pleaser. The dance troupe will feature ten
World Championship qualifiers. Live mu-
sicwill be provided by the highly ac-
claimed Milwaukee band, Athas. The
show is produced and directed by Sean
Beglan, former lead dancer of Riverdance.
The performance will be Saturday, April
16th at 7pm at the Cedarburg Performing
Arts Center, W68 N611 Evergreen Blvd.,
Cedarburg, WI. 

Tickets are $19 for adults and $10 for
children under 10. They are available at:
www.acelticspring.com.

Nomination of Officers..................................
Nominations for officers of the 

Milwaukee chapter will take place again
at the April meeting. Persons nominated
must be members in good standing of the
Shamrock Club, with dues paid in full, and
must be present to accept their nomination.
Elections will take place at the May 5,
2016 general meeting. 



Committee. Thomas MacDonagh would
later become the seventh and final member.
Pearse ordered militia marches all dur-

ing the week prior to the Rising. He also
kept other leaders out of the planning.
Eoin MacNeill was not fond of the idea of
a Rising with so little actual support. 
Casement was upset with the lack of

support of the Germans. He had been in
Germany, to bring along a shipment of
arms, and he returned to Ireland on a Ger-
man U-boat and was captured upon land-
ing at Banna Strand in Tralee Bay. His
reason for travel was to stop or at least
postpone the Rising. The arms shipment
was lost when the German ship carrying
it, Aud, was scuttled after interception by
the Royal Navy. The ship had already at-
tempted a landing, but the local Volunteers
failed to rendezvous at the agreed time.
The following day, MacNeill reverted

to his original position when he found out
that the ship carrying the arms had been
scuttled. With the support of other leaders
of like mind, notably Bulmer Hobson and
The O'Rahilly, he issued a countermand to
all Volunteers, cancelling all actions for
Sunday. This succeeded in putting the ris-
ing off for only a day, although it greatly
reduced the number of Volunteers who
turned out.
With the arrival of Pearse at the GPO,

the IRB had taken up positions in various
areas of Dublin. But lack of qualified lead-
ers also led to often farcical military ac-
tions. Dublin Castle was unable to be
taken, despite having only a few guards,
when the rebels killed a sentry, and the
gates were closed. Stephen’s Green was
taken, but British snipers were able to hold
down the insurgents with little action on
their part.
The rebels failed to take the train stations,

or either of its ports, at Dublin Port and
Kingstown. As a result, during the follow-
ing week, the British were able to bring in
thousands of reinforcements from England
and from their garrisons at the Curragh
and Belfast. By the end of the week,
British strength stood at over 16,000 men.
Their firepower was provided by field

artillery summoned from their garrison at
Athlone which they positioned on the
northside of the city at Phibsborough and
at Trinity College, and by the patrol vessel
Helga, which sailed up the Liffey, having
been summoned from the port at
Kingstown. On Wednesday,  April 26, the
guns at Trinity College and Helga shelled
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continued from page 1 Liberty Hall, and the Trinity College guns
then began firing at rebel positions, first at
Boland's Mill and then in O'Connell
Street.
The headquarters garrison at the GPO,

after days of shelling, was forced to aban-
don their headquarters when fire caused
by the shells spread to the GPO. Connolly
had been incapacitated by a bullet wound
to the ankle and had passed command on
to Pearse. The O'Rahilly was killed in a
sortie from the GPO. They tunneled
through the walls of the neighboring
buildings in order to evacuate the Post Of-
fice without coming under fire and took
up a new position in 16 Moore Street. On
Saturday 29 April, from this new head-
quarters, after realizing that they could not
break out of this position without further
loss of civilian life, Pearse issued an order
for all companies to surrender. Pearse sur-
rendered unconditionally to Brigadier-
General Lowe. The surrender document
read:
“In order to prevent the further slaugh-

ter of Dublin citizens, and in the hope of
saving the lives of our followers now sur-
rounded and hopelessly outnumbered, the
members of the Provisional Government
present at headquarters have agreed to an
unconditional surrender, and the com-
mandants of the various districts in the
City and County will order their com-
mands to lay down arms.”

The British Army reported casualties
of 116 dead, 368 wounded and nine miss-
ing. Sixteen policemen died, and 29 were
wounded. Rebel and civilian casualties
were 318 dead and 2,217 wounded. The
Volunteers and ICA recorded 64 killed in
action, but otherwise Irish casualties were
not divided into rebels and civilians. All
16 police fatalities and 22 of the British
soldiers killed were Irishmen. British fam-
ilies came to Dublin Castle in May 1916 to
reclaim the bodies and funerals were
arranged. British bodies which were not
claimed were given military funerals in
Grangegorman Military Cemetery.
The majority of the casualties, both killed

and wounded, were civilians. Both sides,
British and rebel, shot civilians deliber-
ately on occasion when they refused to
obey orders such as to stop at checkpoints
Militarily, the Rising was a failure. A

number of the leaders were court mar-
tialed, and then executed. This had more
of an effect on the Irish psyche than the
initial Rising, which many Irish saw as a
betrayal of the many men and women
serving in war zones. At the time, almost

200,000 Irish were serving. The collabo-
ration with the Germans was also seen as
a complete slap in the face of the families
of those serving. 
The executions of the fifteen leaders in

May, 1916, also caused a change in per-
spective. 
A few things occurred. The Irish stopped

enlisting in the numbers they had, but a
proposed conscription plan by the British
government was never carried out, leaving
Ireland the only part of the UK not af-
fected by it. And in 1917, Sinn Fein was
formed. The push for independence was on.
Milwaukee Irish Arts will be presenting

Sean O’Casey’s The Plough and the Stars
at the ICHC on April 14 through the 18. It
takes place during the Easter Rising, and
made its initial debut at the Abbey Theatre
in 1923. O’Casey had an eyewitness view
of the action in Dublin. 
A bit of history, and a bit of perspective.

Without the blood being shed, there would
be no Republic of Ireland. It was still a
tragic time. 

- Brian Witt

Word of the Month..................................
Madra - (ma-draw) Dog
Beidh madra agam. 
(Bead ma-draw ah-gahm)
I will have a dog.
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Milwaukee Irish Arts presents
The Plough and The Stars

by Sean O’Casey
April 14-18 - ICHC..................................

Milwaukee Irish Arts presents Sean
O'Casey's The Plough and the Stars at the
Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, April
14th through the 18th, 2016. 
Irish literary giant Sean O’Casey lost

no time writing his epic play about the
1916 Dublin Easter Uprising, which was
presented at the Abbey Theatre in 1924.
The play’s  compelling characters depict
the two different layers of Dublin life at
the time – seedy and the civic, the harlot
and the patriot. On the play’s fourth night,
a crowd filled with the widows and sup-
porters of the patriots of 1916 stormed the
stage and were quieted by W.B. Yeats
himself, who took the stage crying, “You
have disgraced yourselves again.  Is this
to be an ever-recurring celebration of the
arrival of Irish genius?  Once more you
have rocked the cradle of genius.”
Directed by Bo Johnson and featuring

a large cast of accomplished local actors,
the production will also headline the
Acting Irish International Theatre Festival
(AIITF) 2016 which we are hosting at the
Next Act Theatre in May.

50th St. Patrick’s Day Parade a Huge Success.......................................................................
The 50th annual Shamrock Club of Wisconsin Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in coop-

eration with the Westown Association was met with sunny skies and temps in the 50s
on March 12th.
That wasn’t the case 49 years ago for our first parade. According to the following

morning’s Milwaukee Journal: “Twas a day for the wearin’ of the green earmuffs on
Wisconsin av. on Saturday. Twas also a good day to be doin’ a jig, or any other appropriate
shuffle to warms one’s bones, as Milwaukee’s first annual St. Patrick’s parade bucked
chilly winds in its hour long debut.” The Journal article goes on to report that the day
was replete with temps in the twenties and wind gusts of nearly 30 miles an hour.
That first parade was organized by a hard working group of Club members, includ-

ing Parade Committee Chairman Florence Kashishian, Parade Director Danny
O’Donoghue, Club President Thomas “Mickey” Finn, among others. Christopher “Kit”
Nash organized a small group to carry American and Irish Flags to lead the parade,
which evolved into the proud group that still leads off our procession to this day – the
Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes & Drums.
Thanks to everyone who made this year’s 50th annual parade possible – our partners

the Westown Association, and presenting sponsor Miller Lite, all of our parade sponsors,
the bands, Irish dance schools, and local Irish and Celtic community groups, and of
course the dedicated team of volunteers who helped get everything organized.
I was proud to announce the following parade awards at the Post-Parade Party:

Best Marching Unit: UNITED ETHNIC FESTIVALS
Best Musical Unit: BILLY MITCHELL SCOTTISH PIPES & DRUMS

Best Float: BEGLAN ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE
Thomas J. Smith Award for Best Irish Unit: TRINITY IRISH DANCERS

Best Parade Unit: GLENCASTLE IRISH DANCERS

Special Parade Director’s Awards were announced for the two groups who have ap-
peared in each and every one of our fifty parades: the Neville-Dunn American Legion
Post and our own Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes & Drums.
Thanks to the Board of Directors, and to you, for giving me the honor of showcasing
the Milwaukee Irish Community in the very special annual celebration of Irish Pride.

- Mike Boyle, Parade Director

Acting Irish
International..................................

In May of 2016, Milwaukee Irish Arts
will host the Acting Irish International
Theatre Festival. For over twenty-five
years this festival has brought together
theatre groups from the United States,
Canada and Ireland for one week to pres-
ent a wide variety of exciting Irish theatre.
The festival will be presented at the Next
Act Theatre, 255 S. Water St, Milwaukee,
WI from May 24 through May 28, 2016. 

For more information, go to
https://milirisharts.wordpress.com
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Our 50th Annual St Patrick's Day Parade Day............................................................................................................



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Members of the Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes and Drums marched in the recent
New Dublin parade.


