
It’s spring, the time for new beginnings.
Like many people do this time of year, the
Shamrock Club has decided that now is
the time to throw out the old and begin
with the new. Being that it is April and St.
Patrick’s Day has come and gone, the tim-
ing couldn’t be better. One small change
is me, Patti McNamee, writing the
newsletter this month instead of our
editor, Brian Witt. Brian took the month
off and I decided that I would interview
the current president of the Shamrock
Club, Joseph Hughes.

Joe described some changes that are
being made this year both in Ireland and
the Shamrock Club. On the national level,
it appears that the White House is deciding
whether they wants to appoint Bono, lead
singer of the Irish band U2, as ambassador
to Italy or Ireland. The White House is
also asking Ireland to pay for a wall on
their coast to prevent the Irish from swim-
ming over to the United States. Since it is
a very big coast, experts suggest that in-
stead of a wall, they construct a large fish-
ing net between the countries so that they
can just gather up those trespassing Irish-
men and deposit them back on their shore.

It is widely known that the Milwaukee
Shamrock Club is world famous for their
Irish cultural expertise. People like John
Gleeson and Brian Witt have helped guide
the club as it stays on the cutting edge of
Irish traditions. It is that expertise and the
sophistication of the current board that as-
sisted in making the changes in club oper-
ations.  They’ve decided that the parade
celebration needs a little adjustment so
that we honor Ireland appropriately. Start-
ing this month, the Irish Rose is going to
be officially named the Irish Potato Blos-
som. Although this does not sound as ro-
mantic as the other title, it is believed that
the rose flower didn’t originate in Ireland.
The potato is obviously an Irish staple and
the beautiful bud it produces hasn’t gotten

the credit it deserves. So at the next St.
Patrick’s Day Honoree Dinner, the new
Irish Potato Blossom will be named. We
have until 2018 to get used to the idea.

Irish Potato Blossom
The next change that the Club is mak-

ing is a little less drastic. They’ve decided
that all men attending monthly meetings
at the Shamrock Club will be required to
wear a kilt. Members who already own a
kilt can wear it if it’s made with the official
Shamrock Club Tartan Plaid. However,
those who need to purchase a kilt will be
provided special prices from the club’s of-
ficial source. One thing to remember is
that the kilt must be worn at an appropri-
ate length. It needs to be short enough to
dance, but long enough to cover your
Lucky Charms.

Attention readers: before you begin to
discontinue your memberships, please
look at the date of this article and do not be
alarmed. It is April Fools’ Day and in its
honor, we just celebrated it like they do in
Ireland. Yes, it is true; April Fools’ Day

has been responsible for some of the
world’s first Fake News stories. It should
not be a surprise to hear that the Irish like
to tell stories and that they are known to
exaggerate.

The Irish are among many cultures that
have been celebrating April Fools’ Day for
nearly 2000 years. It is believed that this
custom began because Pope Gregory in-
troduced a new Christian calendar in 1582,
which changed the New Year from April
1st to January 1st. Many people didn’t
hear the news, and others didn’t believe it
and continued to celebrate the New Year
when they always had. It is believed that
the term, April Fools’ came in response to
the confusion. Over in Ireland, the most
common practical joke was to send some-
one to deliver a note that read, “Send the
Fool further.” These fool's errands would
be accompanied by a verse for the recipi-
ent which said "don't you laugh, and don't
you smile, send the gowk another mile." A
gowk is a Celtic word for cuckoo and was
commonly applied to the gullible or naive.
It should be noted that the custom in
Ireland was to prank only before noon.

The Irish have the same April
Fools’Day customs that we have in the
U.S. “Oops, your shoe is untied,” is as
popular there as it is here. However, they
are better known for their made up stories
on that day. One such story actually made
#1 on the list of Poorly Received April

APRIL 6, 2017  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Brewers Tailgate at 6:30 • Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Brian Witt will speak on the foundation of the American Baseball League in
1900 in Milwaukee by local Irish-Americans.   

A Shamrock Club April Fool.........................................................................................................
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TMilwaukee Calendar of EventsT
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

APRIL
1    The Next Generation Leahy; The Schauer Arts Center, Hartford; 2 & 7:30 pm
1 Dave Curley and Pauline Conneely; Celtic MKE Center; 7 pm
6    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm; Tailgate potluck at 6:30 pm
16 Shamrock Club's 47th Annual Easter Rising Mass; Mass Honoring the

1916 Easter Rising; Readings in Irish and English; Free will breakfast to
follow; ICHC; 9:30 am

MAY
4    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting and yearly elections; ICHC; 6.30 pm 
6 Wisconsin Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W Wisconsin Ave; sponsored

by Trinity Booster Club
7 Celtic Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W Wisconsin Ave; Operated by

Badger State Feis Inc.

JUNE
1    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Word of the Month..................................
Cliste - (cli-shtay) Smart
Táim cliste go leor. 
(Tame cli-shtay goo lee-ooore)  
I am smart enough.

Tobar na Croiche Naoimhe (Well of the Holy Cross), Gleninagh, County Clare

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

I hope everyone enjoyed the club
birthday party at the March meeting. It
was great to see so many people there to
celebrate!

Let’s keep the celebration going for
the April meeting. We will be having a
Brewers opening day tailgate party night.
The club will be providing hot dogs and
baked beans. Please bring your favorite
tailgating foods to share! There will be
special baseball related raffle prizes as
well. 

Looking forward to May we will be
having a Cinco de Mayo party. The club
will be providing taco meat and shells/tor-
tillas for a taco bar. There will be options
for you to choose from as to what to bring
at the April meeting. 

Thank you all for your continued
participation!  

- Jackie Konkol, Sergeant-at-Arms

Nomination of Officers..................................
Nominations for officers of the 

Milwaukee chapter will take place again
at the April meeting. Persons nominated
must be members in good standing of the
Shamrock Club, with dues paid in full, and
must be present to accept their nomination.
Elections will take place at the May 4,
2017 general meeting. 



Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Ladies and Gentlemen, Celtic Friends

All,

One of my goals as President of the
Wisconsin Shamrock Club is to start a
petition to change the name of Lake
Michigan to Lake Wisconsin . . . I have
three reasons for this:

1. We are purer then they are . . . we
have more breweries and we know
brewers need pure water.

2. Michigan can't even decide which
side of the Lake they are on . . . east, west,
north or south, and they have two other
lakes they can pick from.

3. When folks go "Up North," they can
now go further north in Wisconsin, at least
until they need a boat.

4. Children can learn the names of the
Great Lakes as HOWES instead of
HOMES . . . how's that!

Happy April Fools!

March came in like a lioness then
started to roar just before March 10. The
entire month of March was filled with all
things Irish and it was great to see many of
our Shamrock Club members at many of
the various Celtic events. We should strive
to send a delegation to as many functions
as possible and leading the way should be
our Honorees. Our pipers, if available and
weather permitting, should pipe near as
many events as they can...just to let them
know we are there.

The Pre-Parade planning, the Parade
planning, the Post-Parade Party planning
could not have gone as smooth as it did
without some fabulous volunteers and the
extended friends and families of those
volunteers.

Chuck McLaughlin did a fantastic job
as usual with the Mass planning, and, like-
wise, Maggie Blaha with the program and
recruiting a memorable choir complete
with bagpipes.

Michael Boyle stepped up magnifi-
cently with the parade with Laurie Lund
and a smaller crew than in years past (his
granddaughter can't quite direct traffic . . .
yet).

Special thanks to Ken Tehan and his
family. I think this might be the tenth or

twelfth year our float trailers were donated
by the Tehan family. Ken also helped with
the construction along with Del Canon,
Erin Rinderle and Joe Hughes III. Brian
Witt, with Jacob Nowak, did the shopping;
Mary Moze along with Sam Bastian, Teri
Dineen, and Dan Schlitz put together the
scholarship raffle. The bartending: Quin-
lans, as always, brought smiles to so many
faces. Upstairs, Hughes and Rinderle took
over for Hamill at parades end. 

The kitchen staff was headed by Re-
bekah McAleese, and managed with Gail
McAleese, Angie and Shane Matthias, and
many others. The money folks in the
upper room were Taffy Anderson, Mary
Witt, Nick Nowak, Michael Hart, Jame-
son Fraters and Jackie Konkol.  Greeting
at the doors and collecting admissions
were Pam and Erin Canon, Ron Daniel-
son, Ray Christensen, and Maureen and
Dan Konkol, as well as others.

Last and really, really not least . . . the
Shamrock Club Color Guard Pipes and
Drums; the Mass, the Parade, the stand-up
performance at the party and then jump-
ing in to fill spots . . .  Thank You.

Thank You Everyone! 
April brings showers and we should

shower all our Great Volunteers with our
gratitude.

April also brings the second round of
nominations for board positions . . . are
you ready to step-up?

- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T
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Carroll, McComiskey
and Sproule

Saturday, April 21, 2017..................................
Three of Celtic music’s most acclaimed

and award-winning musicians, Liz Carroll,
Billy McComiskey and Dáithí Sproule, will
perform as the trio, Trian at the Irish Cultural
and Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin
Ave., on Friday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. 

Formed in the 1980s as a traditional Irish
music band, the trio uses exquisite musi-
cianship to take the traditions a step further. 

Born in Chicago, Carroll’s playful and
expressive fiddling, along with her massive
original repertoire, have made her a world-
wide legend. She was called “one of today’s
most celebrated torchbearers of traditional
Irish music” by Irish Music Magazine and in
2011 was awarded the Cumadóir TG4,
becoming the first American-born composer
honored with Ireland’s most significant
traditional music prize. She is also a recipi-
ent of this country’s highest honor in folk
and traditional arts, the  National Heritage
Fellowship. 

Named a 2016 recipient of the National
Heritage Fellowship, McComiskey is
revered as player and composer on both
sides of the Atlantic and is credited with rais-
ing the profile and stature of the button ac-
cordion as well as for his major
contributions to building the  Irish music
community in the United States. The Brook-
lyn born artist was named the “finest and
most influential box player ever to emerge
from the U.S.” by music critic Earle Hitcher. 

Born in Derry, Ireland and now based in
Minnesota, Sproule was called a “seminal
figure in Irish music” by the Rough Guide
to Irish Music. A founding member of the
early 1970s band Skara Brae, he has accom-
panied such well-known players as Kevin
Burke, Matt Molloy and Tommy Peoples
and is a member of the internationally cele-
brated band Altan. Known for his pioneer-
ing guitar styles including the use of
DADGAD tuning, Sproule is also a fine
singer in English and Irish. 

Tickets are $21 in advance and $25 on
concert say. Student tickets are $10 with an
ID. For tickets and more information, go to
www.ichc.net or call (414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz

Ron Danielson announces door prize winners
at the Honoree Dinner.



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
April 15th to appear in the May issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Cops
N1801 Van Cops Dr., Kaukauna 54130 

shamrockclub_54911@yahoo.com

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Sunshine Report..................................
We have good news from Danny

O’Donoghue that his cast is off and he is
now wearing a boot.  After several months
of rehab and healing, it seems he will now
get therapy after some time in the boot.

Frieda O’Donoghue is still hopeful
that she will regain her sight.  We will keep
those prayers headed in her direction.

Carrie Stotmeister, a professional step
dancer and fiddler (among other things),
who lives in Los Angeles, is touring in
March, 2017, with the show Women of
Ireland.  Carrie is the daughter of Dan and
Patti Stotmeister who are also musicians.

Dan Vircks is recovering from the
stroke he experienced in January.

My apologies to the Donovan family
for neglecting to include Catherine and Joe
Donovan in the St. Pat’s Mass order of
worship.  The family had made a donation
toward the flowers in memory of 
Catherine and Joe.  It was also good to see
Kathy and Mike, and their cousins, in at-
tendance as usual.

Mary Culver had requested a memo-
rial in the order of worship honoring her
dad, Dr. John Goetschel, and her brother,
Chris Goetschel.  My apology to her.

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair



Fools’ Hoaxes from the official Museum
of Hoaxes. Yes there is a museum dedi-
cated to recording hoaxes that was
founded in 1997 in San Francisco. The ar-
ticle, Train to Drogheda from the London
Times, April 6, 1984 explains it all.

The Train to Drogheda
(April Fools’ Day – 1844)

During the final week of March, 1844,
placards appeared around Dublin adver-
tising a free train ride on April 1st to all
who desired it, transporting passengers to
the town of Drogheda and back. Early on
the first of April a large crowd gathered at
the station. As a train approached, the
crowd surged forward, eager to secure
their free seats. But the conductors and
overseers intervened to keep the people
away from the train, informing them that
there was no free ride. The crowd grew
displeased, and a riot broke out. "The
labourers on the road supported the over-
seers—the victims fought for their places,
and the melee was tremendous." The fol-
lowing day a number of people went to the
police station to lodge official complaints,
but the police dismissed all complaints "in
honour of the day.

The story of the Train to Drogheda is
only one of a million fibs that have been
told under the guise of April Fools’ Day.
Fortunately, we have social media today
and nothing like this could happen again,
or could it? Just remember from now on,
to always check the date of the article you
read, before you believe it. It could be
April Fools’ Day… or a fool could have
written it.

- Patricia McNamee Rosenberg
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continued from page 1 Membership News..................................
Much gratitude is being sent to all the

energetic willing volunteers who made the
St. Patrick Day celebration memorable for
so many people.  With the start of the
Mass at St. Patrick’s church at 723 W.
Washington St at 8:30, the choir set the en-
vironment with the Prelude beginning at
8:15.  Our choir, under the direction of
Dennis Wolfgang, made such beautiful
music that one would think there were
more than 16 people up there.  Thanks to
Rob Williams for supporting two selec-
tions by piping the accompaniment with
the organ.

One of the most common statements I
heard was, “This was so beautiful.  I had
no idea this is how the Irish began the day
with this celebration.”  

The Pilot Club supplied the workers for
making the Irish breakfast this year which
was served at the ICHC quickly after the
Mass.  We needed the energy to face the
day of cold temperatures.  Bundled up, we
greeted Milwaukee with lots of cheers.

Thirty years ago, the Shamrock Club
Color Guard, under the direction of Chuck
McLaughlin, instituted the post parade
party at St. Anthony’s after the parade on
Mitchell Street.  The best part is the mem-
ories we continue to have of the Guard and
their spouses/partners hustling the food
and drinks to the waiting crowd.  The
growth of the post parade party was evi-
dent this year with the number of bands
and dance schools. Leadership of the
event was under Brian Witt, but nothing
happens with just one person.  The day be-
comes more enjoyable by sharing time to
work and then sit and enjoy family and
friends.  Set-up and clean-up are impor-
tant parts of any event even if no one sees
who is doing this work.  A great thank you
to Taffy Anderson, treasurer; trustees,
Nick and Michael; and helpers, Jackie,
Mary Witt and Jameson Fraters who pro-
vided the necessary knowledge and energy
to keep the banking office safe and pro-
ductive.

In the past week, we have had 18 re-
newals and 4 new members sign to join
the Club.  Welcome to our new members
and thank you to everyone who renewed
their membership.

- Maggie Blaha
Membership Chair

47th Annual 
Easter Rising Mass
In Honor of the Easter Rising

of 1916
Sunday, April 16, 2017..................................

The 47th Annual Easter Rising Mass will
take place at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center of Wisconsin, 2133 West Wisconsin
Avenue, on Sunday, April 16, 2017. The
Mass will start at 9:30 a.m. Father Terry
Brennan will be the celebrant.

The Shamrock Club Color Guard, Pipes
and Drums will again be a part of the Mass.
There will be readings in Irish and English.
The Mass honors the 1916 Easter Monday
Rising in Dublin that led to the Irish
Revolution.

The Mass is one of Commemoration and
Reconciliation. The Mass will also fulfill a
person's Easter duty.

This is the one hundred first anniversary
of the Rising. This is the longest continu-
ous Mass in honor of the Easter Rising in
the United States.

Easter Rising Mass Breakfast
A community brunch follows Mass. A

free will offering is asked to defray the costs.

This has become a large and popular
gathering, people of all ages enjoy this
family Easter get together. It has become
the way many can connect with their fam-
ily members before going off in separate
directions. 

We do need help with set up on Saturday
(at 10 a.m.) and with serving during the
brunch. - Brian Witt
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51st St. Patrick’s Day Parade a Huge Success.......................................................................
Temps in the 20s and a brisk wind were the order of the day for the 51st Annual

Shamrock Club of Wisconsin Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on March11th. Although the
weather was eerily similar to what was reported for our 1st parade in 1967, at least we
managed to avoid the 12 to 18-inch snowfall which arrived just days later!

A well-bundled and appreciative crowd cheered us on as we made our way through
the streets of downtown Milwaukee in our 16th year partnering with the Westown As-
sociation.

I was pleased to announce the following award winners at the Post-Parade Party at
the ICHC:

Best Marching Unit: UNITED ETHNIC FESTIVALS (for the 2nd year in a row!)
Best Musical Unit: WAUWATOSA EAST HIGH SCHOOL RED RAIDER BAND

Best Float: TRINITY IRISH DANCERS
Thomas J. Smith Award for Best Irish Unit: KINSELLA SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCE

Best Parade Unit: GLENCASTLE IRISH DANCERS (also 2nd year in a row!)
Parade Director’s Award: MILWAUKEE IRISH DANCE COMPANY

Matt Voell from the band Tallymore, with an assist from club member Mitch
Haycock, served as reviewing stand announcer, and did a terrific job.

Thanks to everyone who made this year’s parade possible – our partners, the
Westown Association, and presenting sponsor Miller Lite; all our parade sponsors; the
bands, Irish dance schools, and local Irish and Celtic community groups; and, of course,
the dedicated team of volunteers who helped get everything organized.

As always, I’m honored by the confidence you’ve placed in me in allowing me to
direct this annual showcase of Irish Pride. Mark your calendars now for our 52nd
Annual Parade, which will take place on Saturday, March 10th, 2018 to kick off a week
of celebrations leading up to the high holy day itself.

- Mike Boyle, Parade Director

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us! 

On April 11th, we will discuss An Irish
Country Girl, by Patrick Taylor.  Francine
Fosselman will be our hostess.

Daphne Du Maurier’s Vanishing Cor-
nall will be our topic on May 9th.  The
meeting will be hosted by Sharon Walsh.

Gail McAleese will host our meeting
on June 13th. Our topic will be Rather Be
the Devil, by Ian Rankin.

On July 11th we will enjoy luncheon
at O’Lydia’s, 338 S. 1st St., Milwaukee,
WI  53204.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Past Parade Marshals at the Honoree Dinner included: Row 1 -
Sharon and Rosemary Walsh. Row 2 - Maureen and Dan Konkol,

Mary Moze, Maggie Blaha, Joseph Hughes, Ed Mikush, Jacob
Nowak and Ed Ward. Row 3 - Bob Hamill and Bob Towne. 

Shamrock Club Irish Men of the Year attended the
2017 Honoree Dinner. From left to right they are:
Denis Donohoe, Brian Witt, Bob Hamill, Rand Harteau,
Jerry Hill, Bob Towne, Ed Mikush, Josh Walton,
Joseph Hughes, Ed Ward and Glenn Nowak.
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Our 51st Annual St Patrick's Day Parade Day............................................................................................................

Photos by
Mary Koehler



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Shamrock Club Irish Roses attended the 2017 Honoree Dinner. From left to right they are: Jean Bills, Kathy
Radaj, Veronica Ceszynski, Cate Harris, Mary Moze, Pam Canon, Maggie Blaha, Gail McAleese, Noreen

Barclay, Mary Culver and Peg Hamill.


