
April was an important month for the
formation of modern Ireland. Most know
of the Easter Rising of 1916, which is
commemorated by the Shamrock Club
each year by our celebration of the Easter
Rising Mass. 
However, April was also an important

month for women in Irish politics and life.
Two incidents, fourteen years apart, saw
the creation of women’s Irish political and
social groups.  

On Easter Sunday, April 15, 1900, a
group of fifteen women met in the Celtic Lit-
erary Society Rooms in Dublin. While the
meeting's original purpose was to provide a
gift for Sinn Fein founder Arthur Griffith for
defending Maud Gonne from an accusation
that she was a British spy, it turned to 
planning a Patriotic Children's Treat in re-
sponse to the Children's Treat in Phoenix
Park which had been part of Queen Victoria's
visit to Dublin that April. One aim of the
royal visitwas to encourage Irishmen to enlist
in the British Army to fight in the Boer War. 
Many Irish nationalist leaders, including

Griffith, Gonne and others were sympa-
thetic to the Dutch rebels. Over fifty women
joined the organizing committee for the
Patriotic Children's Treat, which took
place in July on the Sunday after the Wolfe
Tone Commemoration. It involved 30,000
children parading from Beresford Place to
Clonturk Park, followed by a picnic and
anti-recruitment speeches. The funds left
over after the Patriotic Children's Treat
were used to establish Inghinidhe na
hÉireann as a permanent organization.

Most founders were middle-class
Catholics, though Helena Molony wrote in
its magazine, Bean na Eireann (Women of
Ireland), "Now there were some young
girls in Dublin, chiefly members of the
Irish classes of Celtic Literary Society…
They were (with one exception) all work-
ing girls. They had not much gold and 
silver to give to Ireland. Only willing
hearts, earnestness and determination." 

They originally met on Easter Sunday,
after the noon Mass, she wrote, with the
intention of presenting an inscribed black-
thorn stick to Griffith, who had beaten a
newspaper editor for maligning Gonne.
They went on to plan a picnic for 30,000
children as an alternative to the planned
celebrations of a recruiting visit of the
British monarch to Ireland. As they had no
money, they raised subscriptions all over
Dublin, coming together in an association
named Daughters of Ireland, in a deliber-
ately antiquated spelling. 
Maud Gonne, whose future husband,

John MacBride, led the Irish rebel forces
against the British army in the Boer War,
was elected President of the association.
Vice-Presidents were Alice Furlong, Jenny
Wyse Power, Annie Egan, and Anna John-
ston (Ethna Carbery). Among the founders
were Helena Molony, Sinéad O'Flanagan
(later wife of Éamon de Valera), actors
Máire Quinn and Molly and Sara Allgood,
physician Kathleen Lynn and Mary
Macken, a leading member of the Catholic
Women's Suffrage League. Later members
included Mary MacSwiney, Máire Nic
Shiubhlaigh, Constance Markievicz, 
Margaret Buckley, Ella Young, Máire Gill,
writer Rosamond Jacob,  Hannah Sheehy,
and Alice Milligan,  as well as many 
working-class women
The Inghinidhe's objects were defined

as follows:
• To encourage the study of Irish (Gaelic), of  

Irish literature, history, music and art, 
especially among the young, by the 
organizing and teaching of classes for the 
above subjects.

• To support and popularize Irish 
manufacturers.

• To discourage the reading and circulation 
of low English literature, the singing of 
English songs, the attending of vulgar
English entertainments at theatres and 
music halls, and to combat in every way   
English influence, which is doing so much 
injury to the artistic taste and refinement 
of the Irish people.

• To form a fund called the National 
Purposes Fund for the furtherance of 
the above objects.
They sponsored classes and entertain-

ment for children and adults, and protested
at the British army recruitment center in
O'Connell Street. In 1914, Inghinidhe na
h-Éireann was folded into Cumann na
mBan, a more politically focused body.
Cumann na mBan, or The Irishwomen's

Council, was an Irish republican women's
paramilitary organization formed in
Dublin on April 2, 1914.  Kathleen Lane-
O'Kelly decided women needed to hold
more prominent roles in the upcoming
Irish revolt.   
Its constitution contained explicit ref-

erences to the use of force by arms if 
necessary. The primary aims of the group
were stated to "advance the cause of Irish
liberty and to organize Irishwomen in the
furtherance of this object," to "assist in
arming and equipping a body of Irish men
for the defense of Ireland" and to "form a
fund for these purposes, to be called 'The
Defense of Ireland Fund.'"
In September 1914, the Irish Volunteers

split over John Redmond's appeal for its
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Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
A  

- Mary Culver, President

T T T

T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

APRIL
3 ICHC Ceili; Music by áthas; ICHC, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; 7:30 pm
5 Shamrock Club 45th Annual Easter Rising Mass; ICHC; 9:30 am
5 Shamrock Club Easter Rising Breakfast; ICHC; following mass
9 Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
10 Celtic Women First Friday Lecture; Jean-Andrew, Speaker;

ICHC; 5:30-7 pm
11 Alasdair Fraser and Natalie Haas - Hallamor Concert; Irish Cultural and 

Heritage Center; 7:30 pm
14 Celtic Women International Book Club; Of Irish Blood, by Mary Pat Kelly; 

Hostess: Maureen Garry; ICHC; 1 pm
24 Bua; Irish Cultural and Heritage Center; 7:30 pm
25 Irish Night at the Museum; Milwaukee Public Museum, 800 W. Wells St.;  

6:30 pm - Midnight
26 Rhiannan Giddens; Turner Hall; 7:30 pm

MAY
1 ICHC Ceili; Music by RíRá; ICHC, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave; 7:30 pm
2 Wisconsin Spring Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W. Wisconsin Ave.; 8:30 am
3 Celtic Spirit Feis; Wisconsin Center, 400 W. Wisconsin Ave.; 8:30 am
7 Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting and Annual Elections; ICHC; 6:30 pm
12 Celtic Women International Book Club; Through the Eyes of a Belfast Child, 

by Greg McVicker; Hostess: Rosemary Walsh; ICHC; 1 pm

JUNE
4 Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

45th Annual
Easter Rising Mass

Sunday, April 5, 2014..................................
In Honor of the Easter Rising of 1916
The 45th Annual Easter Rising Mass

will take place at the Irish Cultural and
Heritage Center of Wisconsin, 2133 West
Wisconsin Avenue, on Sunday, April 5,
2015. The Mass will start at 9:30 a.m. 
Father Terry Brennan will be the celebrant.
The Shamrock Club Color Guard, Pipes
and Drums will again be a part of the
Mass. The Mass honors the 1916 Easter
Monday Rising in Dublin that led to the
Irish Revolution. 
The Mass is one of Commemoration

and Reconciliation. The Mass will also
fulfill a person's Easter duty

Ron’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

The meal at the April general mem-
bership meeting will be bratwursts and hot
dogs, in celebration of the beginning of the
baseball season.  Members are asked to
continue bringing side dishes, appetizers,
or  desserts.   In addition to the raffle bas-
kets, we will have a 50/50 raffle, as well.

- Ron Danielson, Sergeant-at-Arms

Nomination of Officers..................................
Nominations for officers of the 

Milwaukee chapter will take place again
at the April meeting. Persons nominated
must be members in good standing of the
Shamrock Club, with dues paid in full, and
must be present to accept their nomination.
Elections will take place at the May 7,
2015 general meeting. 

Cáisc shona daoibh

Happy Easter

Lone piper missing his Shamrock
Club peeps. Marine Corporal Sean 

Cavanaugh plays in Balboa Park, San
Diego on St. Patrick’s Day.



Milwaukee
President’s Message..................................
Wow! What a FABULOUS start to

Spring with our incredible St. Patrick's
Day Mass, Parade Breakfast, the fabulous
parade, and ending with the Post Parade
Party! THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU to all those that shared
their valuable time and talents to make our
49th Parade Day run so smoothly. I am so
proud to be your President!  

Hey, did you see me on TV? Our 
Irishman of the Year, Del Canon had his
friend from Channel 6 interview me about
parade day and all about their very own
Del!  I think it was a set up, but Del -  you
and Pam deserve every accolade and 
congratulations bestowed on you! You
two plus Sandy and Kevin Quinlan were
so beautiful representing us as our 
Honorees! And how about our SCCGPD?
What fabulous weather for parade. You all
looked great, sounded fantastic and had
the crowd, which was huge, wanting
more!

So now we are on to Easter! This year
will be the 99th anniversary of the Easter
Rising of 1916. Please look back to your
Irish ancestors and see if you have any
stories, pictures or memorabilia that we
can share. This will be a year long process
of collecting so that we can honor the
100th anniversary.  Once again this year,
we will have the Easter Rising mass at the
ICHC, followed by a continental 
breakfast. Please bring goodies to share
and remember that the Easter Bunny will
be visiting, so bring the whole family to
enjoy our Irish fellowship! A huge thank
you goes out to Veronica Ceszynski for
chairing the Easter Rising breakfast so
wonderfully for so many years. Veronica
has passed the baton to Sue Dushek who
said a resounding “Yes” when a call went
out for a new Chairperson! Thank you,
Sue! 

Don't forget our general membership
meeting is pushed back one week to the
2nd Thursday due to Easter celebrations.
Remember to come with a nominee for
board positions too!

That's all for now!

See you at mass!  
- Mary Culver, President

T T T

Alasdair Fraser & 
Natalie Haas

Saturday, April 11th, 7:30 pm..................................
The ICHC welcomes back internation-

ally acclaimed Scottish fiddler, Alasdair
Fraser and dynamic cello player, Natalie
Haas. The musical collaboration of Scot-
land’s premier fiddle ambassador and the
stunningly talented young instrumentalist
is credited with helping return the cello to
its role at the rhythmic heart of Scottish
dance music. 

Referred to as “the Michael Jordan of
Scottish fiddle” by The San Francisco 
Examiner, Fraser’s fiddling has thrilled au-
diences around the world for more than 30
years including during the 2014 
Milwaukee Irish Fest. In addition to a long
list of awards and accolades, he has been
featured on movie soundtracks including
The Last of the Mohicans and Titanic. 

A graduate of the Juilliard School of
Music, Natalie was eleven when she first
attended Alastair’s Valley of the Moon
Scottish fiddling school in California. In
her percussive bowing and musical spon-
taneity, Alasdair found the perfect partner
for a musical conversation. 

“While his fiddle dances, her cello throbs
darkly or plucks puckishly . . . Their sound
is as urbane as a Manhattan midnight, and
as wild as a Clackmannan winter.” 

– Boston Globe

Concert tickets are $21 in advance, $25
on concert day, and $10 for students with
ID. To order, visit www.ichc.net or call
(414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz
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Sunshine Report..................................
Pam Canon’s mom, Patricia Cody

Sonnleitner, died February 24, 2015.  Her
funeral was in Oshkosh, WI.
Logan Oliver Konkol is the new grand-

son of Dan and Maureen Konkol born to
Bill Konkol’s family.
Erin and Dan Fischer are expecting

twins, a boy and a girl in early July.  Erin
is Gail and Tom Neville’s daughter.
Sean Cavanaugh, son of Mary Culver,

ranked up to Corporal in the Marines.

Ethel C. Keating died March 7, 2015 at
age 98.  Ethel was a long time member of
the Shamrock Club of Wisconsin.  Ethel’s
sister, Grace, was our third Irish Rose in
1973.  Grace had died in 1978.  Connect-
ing with Ethel’s family of cousins filled
many missing pieces of information from
that time period.
I would encourage any Shamrock Club

people to think about those members who
are unable to come to the meetings but
would love to chat with you.  Maybe a
phone call would be the connector due to
time constraints that we all have.  Some-
times it can be a simple e-mail if you can
make that work.
If you have Sunshine news, please email it

to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.
- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair

Pete Fleming

Insurance Repair Specialists
The Professionals for 

Fire Damage Repair since 1958

416 West Walnut Street

Milwaukee, WI 53212

Phone - 24 Hours

414-264-7470

Fax 414-263-1316

Shamrock Club Member



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
April 15th to appear in the May issue.)
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . .P.O. Box 1632, Appleton 54912

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Glenn Nowak
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
ganowak@wi.rr.com; (414)466-8060 

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave.., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959; (608) 524-6821;

email: willardana@yahoo.com

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Word of the Month..................................
Ceannaigh - (kyah-nee) Buy
Ceannaigh uachtar reoite do d'athair.  
(Kay-nee ooch-tar ray-cha dough d-a-har) 
Buy ice cream for your father.

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800

Advertise in the
Emerald Reflections

Contact
dpcanon@wi.rr.com for rates

Easter Rising Brunch
April 5, 2015..................................

HELP NEEDED---
Call Sue Dushek at 414-793-7318
I'm taking over for Veronica who has

previously made this a wonderful 
experience and I would like to continue
that tradition. Thank you, Veronica, for
your many years of chairing this event!

Saturday April 4, 2015 is the day we
will be setting up for the Breakfast that
follows the 9:30 am Easter Rising Mass.
Duties include setting the tables out that
will be filled with a bountiful amount of
food. Decorating - let’s make the parlor
look beautiful and festive. There are many
decorations to put out. Hours are from
10:00 to 2:00 pm.
Sunday a few volunteers are needed at

8:30 am to get coffee brewing and start
loading the tables with the breakfast items.
If you're a baker or even a shopper, we
welcome items for the buffet. Some 
suggested items are soda bread, coffee
cake, donuts, or rolls/bagels. Fruit or any
other items you like to enjoy are welcome
as well. We won't tell if you buy it versus
baking it. Items can be brought  Saturday
from 10 to 2 or Sunday morning. 

Please have all items ready to be
served. Everyone is hungry after Mass!

Don't forget your cameras as the
Easter Bunny and Friend will make an 
appearance!

I thank you in advance for all your
help and delicious foods. Please call me
with any questions or thoughts. 

- Sue Dushek

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

Our host for April 14th will be Maureen
Garry and we will be discussing Of Irish
Blood, by Mary Pat Kelly
On May 12th, our topic will be Through

the Eyes of a Belfast Child, by Greg
McVicker. Rosemary Walsh will serve as
our host.

On June 2nd we will be taking a field
trip to the Art Institute of Chicago and Old
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com



members to enlist in the British Army. The
majority of Cumann na mBan members
supported the rump of 2–3,000 volunteers
who rejected this call and who retained the
original name, the Irish Volunteers.

On April 23, 1916, when the Military
Council of the Irish Republican Brother-
hood finalized arrangements for the Easter
Rising, it integrated Cumann na mBan,
along with the Irish Volunteers and Irish
Citizen Army, into the 'Army of the Irish
Republic.' Patrick Pearse was appointed
overall Commandant-General and James
Connolly Commandant-General of the
Dublin Division. 
On the day of the Rising its members,

including Winifred Carney, who arrived
armed with both a Webley revolver and a
typewriter, entered the General Post Office
on O'Connell Street in Dublin with their
male counterparts. By nightfall, women
insurgents were established in all the
major rebel strongholds throughout the
city – bar two, Boland's Mill and the South
Dublin Union held by Éamon de Valera
and Eamonn Ceannt respectively.

The majority of the women worked 
as Red Cross workers, were couriers, or
procured rations for the men. Members
also gathered intelligence on scouting 
expeditions, carried dispatches and 
transferred arms from dumps across the
city to insurgent strongholds. 
A number of Cumann na mBan members

died in the Rising, including volunteer
Margaretta Keogh who was shot dead 
outside the South Dublin Union.

At the Four Courts, they helped to 
organize the evacuation of buildings at the
time of surrender and to destroy incrimi-
nating papers. This was exceptional. More
typical was the General Post Office (GPO)
where Pearse insisted that most of them
(excluding Carney, who refused to leave
the injured James Connolly) leave at noon
on Friday, 28 April. The building was then
coming under sustained shell and ma-
chine-gun fire, and heavy casualties were
anticipated. The following day, the leaders
at the GPO decided to negotiate surrender.
Pearse asked Cumann na mBan member,
Elizabeth O'Farrell (a mid-wife at the 
National Maternity Hospital), to act as a
go-between.
Under British military supervision she
brought Pearse's surrender order to the
rebel units still fighting in Dublin. Over 70
women, including many of the leading 
figures in Cumann na mBan, were arrested
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continued from page 1 Celtic Women Lecture
April 10, 2015.................................. 

Your life is a story, but telling it is
sometimes difficult to do.  Jean-Andrew
will share techniques and ideas to make
this ordeal doable.  Please join the Celtic
Women First Friday lecture on the Friday
AFTER Easter.  We meet at the ICHC
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with home-made treats
and tea.  $7 admission.  Everyone is wel-
come.
Topic:  “Life is a Story:  How to Tell 

the Important Episodes”
Speaker:   Jean-Andrew

Our lives are worth telling about!
Learn to turn personal experiences and
memories into tellable tales through basic
storytelling techniques. Verbal storytelling
also helps focus important story elements
for writing.   Life is a story.  Let’s cele-
brate the tales.

Jean-Andrew is a professional story-
teller and teacher.  She presents lively sto-
rytelling programs, workshops, and
classes throughout the Midwest and be-
yond.  In 1985 Jean-Andrew co-founded
the Milwaukee Area Story Tellers guild
which continues to meet monthly at
Mount Mary University.  

- Jean Bills
new e-mail address: JeanKBills@aol.com

after the insurrection, and many of the
women who had been captured fighting
were imprisoned in Kilmainham; all but
12 had been released by 8 May 1916.

Revitalized after the Rising and led by
Countess Markievicz, Cumann na mBan
took a leading role in popularizing the
memory of the 1916 leaders, organizing
prisoner relief agencies and, later, in 
opposing conscription and canvassing for
Sinn Féin in the 1918 general election in
which Countess Markievicz was elected
Teachta Dála. Jailed at the time, she 
became the Minister for Labour of the
Irish Republic from 1919 to 1922. 

During the Anglo-Irish War, its 
members were active. They hid arms and
provided safe houses for volunteers,
helped run the Dáil Courts and local 
authorities, and helped with the produc-
tion of the Irish Bulletin, official newspa-
per of the Irish Republic.  In the Irish
elections of May 1921, Markievicz was
joined by fellow Cumann na mBan mem-
bers Mary MacSwiney, Dr. Ada English
and Kathleen Clarke as Teachtaí Dála.

On January 7, 1922, the Anglo-Irish
Treaty was approved by the Second Dáil
by a close vote of 64–57. On 5 February,
a convention was held to discuss this and
419 Cumann na mBan members voted
against as opposed to 63 in favor. In the
ensuing Civil War, its members largely
supported the anti-Treaty Republican
forces. Over 400 of its members were im-
prisoned by the forces of the Provisional
government which became the Irish Free
State in December 1922. Some of those
who supported the Treaty changed the
name of their branches to Cumann na
Saoirse (Society of Freedom) while 
others retained their name but gave 
allegiance to the Free State Government.

In 2014, Cumann na mBan celebrated
the Centenary of their foundation in
Wynn's Hotel, Dublin, where they were
founded in 1914.

The United States passed women’s 
suffrage in 1919. However, the nascent
Irish revolutionary government saw
women voting in meaningful elections 
almost half a decade before that. 

As we turn towards the one hundredth
anniversary of the Easter Rising, it is 
important to note the role women played
in the formation of the modern Irish nation.
It was a large and meaningful contribution. 

- Brian Witt
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First Friday
Ceili Dances..................................

Join us at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., for
family Irish dancing at its best! Beginners
and all ages welcome. Instruction begins
at 7:30 pm. and continues all evening.
Music and dancing begin at 8 pm.
The dances are called and direction is

given by one of the Midwest’s best ceili 
instructors, Gail McElroy.

October – December 2014

• Friday, April 3 - áthas
• Friday, May 1 - RíRá 
• Friday, June 5 - Wise Maids
Entrance is $8 for adults, and $5 for

students, seniors, and children. All 
proceeds benefit the work of the ICHC.

Color Guard
Pipes and Drums..................................
It was a great day to be Irish and an

even better day to march in a parade!  We
kicked off our Irish season with a fantastic
performance at the St. Patrick's Day 
Parade Mass followed by a great time in
the parade and an excellent post-parade
party.  We got a chance to warm up on
March 5th for the monthly Shamrock
Club meeting, and were appreciative of
the kind reception the members present
gave us.  We finished off March with the
annual New Dublin parade, which is 
always a treat.  

Let us take a brief moment to introduce
our new Color Guard members, Scott
Slick and Gene Duprey, as well as our
new permanent banner carriers in full 
uniform, Joe Gauthier and Michael Hart.
It's always great to welcome new 
members and they've done a fantastic job!  

Are you dying to see your name in the
Emerald Reflections?  Perhaps eager to
don a kilt and play the pipes or drums or
carry a flag?  Lessons are free, so please
contact our director, Malkin Wallace, at
(414) 234-0653. We can't wait to welcome
you into the Color Guard, Pipes, and
Drums family!

- Christine Kierzek

49th St. Patrick’s Day Parade a Huge Success.......................................................................
Fantastic weather, huge crowds and brilliant performances were the order of the day

for the Club’s 49th Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on March 14th. The sunny 57-
degree weather put an extra spring into the steps of the dancers from all seven Mil-
waukee-area schools, as well as the three bagpipe bands and two military marching
bands. The brisk breeze put a snap into the flags and banners.  Even the Irish
Wolfhounds and Irish Setters as well as the dogs from the Friends of MADACC and the
Brew City Bully Club seemed to be having a great time.

Thanks to our sponsoring partners at Westown Association, especially Executive
Director Stacie Callies and Marketing and Events Coordinator Sarah Tomczyk for their
cooperation and assistance, as well as to presenting sponsor Miller/Coors and 
Killian’s Irish Stout.
Thanks to my daughter, Erin Hennen, for serving as reviewing stand announcer and

to the dedicated group of volunteers who worked so hard to get the parade lineup or-
ganized and off of the starting line. 
Winners of the Parade Awards were announced at the Post Parade Party; thank you

to Club members John and Mary Fisher for coordinating the panel of judges –

Best Marching Unit: DALEY DEBUTANTES BATON & DRUM CORPS

Best Musical Unit: NAVY BAND - GREAT LAKES

Best Float: WESTOWN ASSOCIATION

Thomas J Smith Award for Best Irish Unit: KINSELLA SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCE

Best Parade Unit: GLENCASTLE IRISH DANCERS

Parade Directors' Award: TRIPOLI SCOTTISH HIGHLANDERS PIPES & DRUMS

Planning will start shortly for the 2016 parade. It will be the 50th Anniversary of the
first parade which was held on March 11, 1967. It promises to be a very special event.
Start searching your scrap books; as part of next year’s celebration, I’d like to put to-
gether a collection of photos of the parade through the years. E-mail contributions to me
at parade@shamrockclubwis.com and please identify individuals in the photos, if you can.
Thanks to the Board of Directors, and to you, for giving me the honor of showcasing

the Milwaukee Irish Community in the very special annual celebration of Irish Pride.
- Mike Boyle, Parade Director
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Our 49th Annual St Patrick's Day Parade Day............................................................................................................



EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

Members of the Shamrock Club return to the ICHC following the parade aboard the Shamrock Club float.
Photo by Denis Donohoe 
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