
We all know the story of Saint Patrick.
He was kidnapped by pirates under the
leadership of Niall of the Nine Hostages,
taken to Ireland from Wales, and worked
as a slave. He then worked his way down
the coast of Ireland, left the island at Wex-
ford, went to study for the priesthood, and
eventually left Britain for Ireland, where
he became an evangelist and converted
many of the Irish.

For the many of us, we learned that
Patrick was a lonely man, venturing into
the boglands and hillocks of the island.
His was a journey of a solitary figure, re-
connecting with the people who enslaved
him, and, using the shamrock, changed the
religious views of these island Celts from
the triad-gods of the Druids to Christianity’s
Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Yet, it appears the family of the young
man originally named Succat were
amongst the first travelers in Ireland.  How
did that happen?

Some sources say that he was kidnapped
with his sister, Lupait, and that she es-
caped back to Britain with him. Another
sister, Tigrida, was also supposedly taken
with the other two, and sold into slavery
in the North of Ireland.  

Later, upon Patrick’s return, Lupait fol-
lowed him. She was supposedly the
mother of seven sons, named respectively
Sechnall, Nechtan, Dabonna, Mogornan,
Darigoc, Ausille, and the Priest Lugnath.
All of her boys became disciples of
Patrick, priests and bishops. 

Other family members who came with
him included two brothers, Ruchti and
Sannan, as well his other sisters, Richella,
Liaman, and Cinnenum. 

Then there was his sister, Darerca, who
was also to follow her brother to Eire. 

To say that a great deal of obscurity
is attached to her history is an understate-
ment. It is not easy to disentangle the facts
of her history from the network of legend
which medieval writers interwove with
her acts. Her fame, apart from her rela-
tionship to Ireland's national apostle,
stands secure as not only a great saint but
as the mother of many saints. And good-
ness, she was a mother of almost epic pro-
portions.

When Saint Patrick visited Bredach, as
is found in the "Tripartite Life of St.
Patrick," he ordained Aengus mac Ailill,
the local chieftain of Moville, now a sea-
side resort for the citizens of Derry. While
there, he found "the three deacons," his
sister's sons, namely, Saint Reat, Saint
Nenn, and Saint Aedh, who are commem-
orated respectively on 3 March, 25 April,
and 31 August. Of course, they were or-
dained by him, so finding them may not
have been a surprise.

Darerca was at least twice married.
Her first husband was Restitutus the Lom-
bard. By Restitutus, she was mother of
Saint Sechnall of Dunshaughlin; Saint
Nectan of Killunche, and of Fennor (near
Slane); of Saint Auxilius of Killossey
(near Naas, County Kildare); of Saint Di-
armaid of Druim-corcortri (near Navan);
of Dabonna, Mogornon, Drioc, Luguat,
and Coemed Maccu Baird (Son of the
Lombard) of Cloonshaneville, near
Frenchpark, County Roscommon.  

According to the Histories of Brittany,
she was the second wife of Conan Meri-
adoc and the mother of his eldest son,
Gradlon Mawr who became Gradlon the
Great, King of Brittany.  Conan, also
known as Chonas the Briton, founded the
church of Both-chonais, now Binnion,
Parish of Clonmany in Inishowen.

Chonas was also credited in the found-
ing of Brittany.  Of course, as in all things,
where myth and fact come together, it all
becomes an interesting and fascinating
stew of legend. According to the story, he
led people from Cornwall and Devon to
Armorica, the Celtic section of modern
France that was at one time home to the
Celtic tribe, the Venetii, the most skilled
sailors of the days before Christ. 

From the "Tripartite Life of Saint
Patrick" it is evident that there were four
sons of Darerca by Chonas, namely four
bishops, Saint Mel of Ardagh, Saint Rioc
of Inisboffin, Saint Muinis of Forgney,
County Longford, and Saint Maelchu. It is
well to note that another Saint Muinis, son of
Gollit, is described as of Tedel in Ara-cliath.

One other son, Gradlon Mawr, proved
to be a bit of a slacker, but he did eventu-
ally become known as Gradlon the Great,
King of Brittany. He did end his life as a
monk, so his mother’s work in being an
early, (and literal), mother of the Celtic
Church, was complete.

MARCH 2, 2017  •  7:00 PM
MILWAUKEE MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center (2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue)

T T T
Shamrock Club 57th Birthday Party! Pot Luck at 6:30.

Please bring a dish to share. Cake & Corned Beef provided.

The Sisters And Nephews of Patrick .........................................................................................................
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T Milwaukee Calendar of Events T
For More Information visit http://shamrockclubwis.com

MARCH
2    Shamrock Club’s 57th Birthday Party and Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 

7 pm; Dinner at 6:30
3 Ulster Project Fun Night; Pius X Parish; 2506 N. Wauwatosa Ave.; 5 pm 
3-4 Lavin Cassidy Feis; Grand Geneva Center
3-5Milwaukee Irish Language Immersion Weekend; Celtic Milwaukee Center
5 Emerald Society Fundraiser to benefit WI C.O.P.S. and Shielded Hearts; 

Irish Cultural and Heritage Center; 12 pm
6 Friends of Saint Patrick Open House; O’Donoghue’s Irish Pub; 7:00 pm
10 St. Patrick's Parade Press conference; Mid court; Shops of Grand Avenue; noon
10  Westown and the Shamrock Club present SHAM-Rock the Avenue; Ian

Gould and Pat McCurdy; Miller Time Pub; 5 pm
11 Shamrock Club's Annual Mass in Honor of St. Patrick; St. Patrick’s

Church; 8.30 am
11 51st Annual Shamrock Club St. Patrick’s Day Parade; Downtown 

Milwaukee; noon
11 Shamrock Club Post Parade Party; ICHC; 1-6 pm
11 Bluemound Parade; 3:00 pm; 60th and Bluemound to 52nd Street
11 Friends of Saint Patrick Food Drives; Downtown and Bluemound parades
14 Celtic Women International Book Club; The Spinning Heart, by Donal Ryan;   

Hostess: Sheila Isakson; ICHC; 1 pm
17 Gaelic Storm; Pabst Theatre; 7.30 pm

APRIL
7    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting; ICHC; 7 pm

MAY
4    Shamrock Club Monthly Meeting and yearly elections; ICHC; 6.30 pm
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ON GOING … Set dancing at the following:  Set dancing  Wednesdays, 7 PM at
O’Donoghue’s T Craobh Curtin Conradh na Gaeilge meeting at O'Donoghue's Pub, 
7 PM, last Tuesday each month T Irish Emigration Library in ICHC open every 
Wednesday 12–6 PM T Irish Sing-a-long, Irish Fest Center, First Sundays, (through
May) 7 PM T Irish Fest Sing-a-long: O'Donoghue's Pub, second and fourth 
Sundays, 7-9 PM T Irish Music Sessions at the following:  Session - O’Donoghue’s,
Sundays 7 PM; Thursdays @ Paddy’s 7 PM; and The Pub in Oconomowoc, 7:30 PM
T Thursdays: Barry Dodd; County Clare Inn; 10 PM T Fridays: áthas and Myserk;
County Clare Inn; 6 PM T

Shamrock Club 
Parade Day Breakfast 

March 11, 2017 at the ICHC..................................
A full Irish breakfast takes place after

the Mass in the Upper Parlour. The cost is
$10 in advance and $12 at the door. Please
contact Brian Witt at breakfast@sham-
rockclubwis.com, or 414-899-0830.

The breakfast will again be made and
served by the Pilot Club of Milwaukee. It
is an organization committed to service
and is dedicated to brain health. An organ-
ization of friendship and service that
benefits numerous organizations in south-
east Wisconsin. 

SCCGPD Report..................................
Let the green season begin!  The color

guard, pipes and drums have a lot going
on in the month of March, so you’ll have
plenty of opportunity to hear us perform
and see how we’ve grown.  Following are
the dates, times and locations.

• March 2nd   7pm  Shamrock Club Gen-
eral Mtg in the Hallomar of the ICHC

• March 11th  8:30am  Mass at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral on S. 7th Street               

12 noon  St Patrick’s Day Parade in
downtown Milwaukee

2:00 pm  Post Parade Party in the Hal-
lomar of the ICHC    

• March 18th  1:00 pm  St Patrick’s Day
Parade in New London/Dublin

We will be taking a bus to New Lon-
don on the 18th and we have plenty of
room for anyone that would like to come
along and join the fun.  And if you or any-
one you know would like to join the band
or color guard, I can be contacted at
malkin218@gmail.com or 414-234-0653.
We’d love to have you join us

- Malkin Wallace, SCCGPD Director



• Liturgy Sung by the Shamrock 
Club Choir

• Shamrock Club Color Guard 
Pipes & Drums

• Songs and Readings in Irish
and English

• Sign Reader for the Hearing 
Impaired

SAINT
PATRICK

SAINT
PATRICK

Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:30 AM at St. Patrick’s Church
723 W. Washington Street

Milwaukee

32nd Annual Mass In Honor of

For more information contact
Chuck McLaughlin at (414) 771-0458,

or at chmclaughlin@att.net



Emerald Reflections

Copy Deadline.................................

Membership Chairs

Content for Emerald Reflections is due
on the 15th of the month (next deadline:
March 15th to appear in the April issue).
Copy received after that date will not 
appear due to deadlines. While we try to
include every submission possible, due to
space limitations, we cannot guarantee that
every submission will be included imme-
diately. E-mail submissions preferred,
send to:

Brian Witt, Editor
emeraldreflections@shamrockclubwis.com

Pam Canon, Publisher
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DANE COUNTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pat McCarthy
P.O. Box 70765, Madison 53707-0765

pmmccarthy@charter.net; (608) 277-0394

FOX CITIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Cops
N1801 Van Cops Dr., Kaukauna 54130 

shamrockclub_54911@yahoo.com

LA CROSSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda O. Pfaff,
1702 Jackson St., LaCrosse  54601

LAFAYETTE CO. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Beverly Mulcahy,
504 E. Mary, Apt. A, Darlington  54530

MILWAUKEE . . . . Member. Chair Maggie Blaha, 
2133 West Wisconsin Avenue,

Milwaukee, WI  53233
slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com; (414)344-0688

NEW DUBLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Snyder,
313 W. Beacon Ave.., New London  54961

NORTHEAST WISC. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Brehm,
2577 Oakwood Ave., Green Bay  54301

SOUTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . Dana Horkan-Gant,
610 Vine St., Reedsburg 53959

email: willardana@yahoo.com; (608) 524-6821

E-mail: . . . . . . . . . . club@shamrockclubwis.com

Web site: . . . . . . . . http://shamrockclubwis.com

To become a member of the Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin contact the membership chair of the
chapter you would like to join.  MILWAUKEE ONLY:
Family membership (includes both parents and 
all children under eighteen) - $25.00. Single 
membership - $20.00. Membership is renewable 
annually on the anniversary month of the original
membership. Please send all new and renewal 
Milwaukee club membership dues to Membership
Chair, 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI  53233.  Be sure to send change of address 
notification to Membership Chair, also.  The post
office will NOT forward copies of Reflections.

Jackie’s
Corner Cupboard..................................

Thank you to everyone who made chili
for the February meeting. Congratulations
to the winner, Jacob Nowak! Second place
went to Ron Danielson and third place to
Terese Dineen! Special thank you to the
judges for the evening as well. Thanks for
all those who brought food. It was a great
spread!

This month is the club’s birthday party.
The club will provide cold corned beef
sandwiches and birthday cake. Please
bring your favorite side dish or Irish spe-
cialty to share. There will be extra special
raffle prizes as well. Hope to see you
there!

Looking forward to the April meeting,
we will be having an Opening Day Tail-
gate Party in honor of the Brewers open-
ing day. The club will provide hot dogs.
Please bring your favorite tailgating foods
to share. 

Thank you all for your participation and
support! It is very much appreciated!   

- Jackie Konkol
Sergeant-at-Arms

Carroll, McComiskey
and Sproule

Saturday, April 21, 2017..................................
Three of Celtic music’s most acclaimed

and award-winning musicians, Liz Carroll,
Billy McComisky and Dáithí Sproule, will
perform as the trio Trian at the Irish Cultural
and Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin
Ave., on Friday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. 

Formed in the 1980s as a traditional Irish
music band, the trio uses exquisite musi-
cianship to take the traditions a step further. 

Born in Chicago, Carroll’s playful and
expressive fiddling, along with her massive
original repertoire, have made her a world-
wide legend. She was called “one of today’s
most celebrated torchbearers of traditional
Irish music” by Irish Music Magazine and in
2011 was awarded the Cumadóir TG4,
becoming the first American-born composer
honored with Ireland’s most significant
traditional music prize. She is also a recipi-
ent of this country’s highest honor in folk
and traditional arts, the  National Heritage
Fellowship. 

Named a 2016 recipient of the National
Heritage Fellowship, McComisky is revered
as player and composer on both sides of the
Atlantic and is credited with raising the pro-
file and stature of the button accordion as
well as for his major contributions to build-
ing the  Irish music community in the United
States. The Brooklyn born artist was named
the “finest and most influential box player
ever to emerge from the U.S.” by music
critic Earle Hitcher. 

Born in Derry, Ireland and now based in
Minnesota, Sproule was called a “seminal
figure in Irish music” by the Rough Guide
to Irish Music. A founding member of the
early 1970s band Skara Brae, he has accom-
panied such well-known players as Kevin
Burke, Matt Molloy and Tommy Peoples
and is a member of the internationally cele-
brated band Altan. Known for his pioneer-
ing guitar styles including the use of
DADGAD tuning, Sproule is also a fine
singer in English and Irish. 

Tickets are $21 in advance and $25 on
concert say. Student tickets are $10 with an
ID. For tickets and more information, go to
www.ichc.net or call (414) 345-8800. 

- Kathy Schultz

Volunteers Needed
at March 11 Events at ICHC..................................
We will need volunteers for our Break-

fast and Post Parade Party on March 11.

We will need help on Friday, March 10,
for set-up in all areas. We will also need
help on Saturday, to make and serve food
and bus tables for the breakfast, as well as
sell tickets. And later in the day, we will
need help at the bars, food, tickets, and
cleanup. 

To volunteer, please contact Brian Witt
at 414-899-0830, or volunteers@sham-
rockclubwis.com

Thank you in advance.
-Brian Witt

T T T T T
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Scholarship Raffle
Needs Your Donations!..................................
The annual raffle to benefit the Sham-

rock Club of Wisconsin’s Scholarship
Fund will be held at the Post Parade Party
on March 11 at the ICHC.  We are in need
of prizes for the raffle and are reaching out
to all members to donate or solicit dona-
tions from the businesses you patronize or
work for.  You could donate items that
might be combined with others to create a
basket or you could put together an entire
basket possibly based on a theme: sports,
kids, pampering, music, food, drink, holi-
days, etc.

Examples of prizes in past years are:
• Gift baskets: Irish items, gourmet 
candy and foods, children’s items, etc.
• Handmade items: jewelry, knit wear, 
home decor, etc.
• Gift certificates from area merchants:   
stores, spa and salons, car washes, etc.
• Gift certificates from area restaurants 
• Event tickets: concerts, plays, 
sporting events, movies, etc.
• Bottles of liquor and wine
• Sports/entertainment equipment and 
apparel, etc.

These are only a few suggestions.  Re-
member: anything that you would like to
have is an idea for a raffle prize!

The Shamrock Club is a 501(c)3 or-
ganization, so your donations are tax de-
ductible.  Donors will receive recognition
for their generosity.  All prize donations
need to be received by March 4.
- Mary Moze, Scholarship Committee

Darerca also had two daughters, Saint
Eiche of Kilglass and Saint Lalloc of Sen-
lis. With all the boys, the sisters must have
wondered how they ended up in this
family. 

Just to be clear, she didn’t give birth to
children across the breadth and depth of
Ireland. This is where their missionary
work took them.  It may have just seemed
like it. She had children by both husbands,
some say seventeen sons, all of whom, ac-
cording to Colgan, became bishops.

Among her most famous sons was
Seachnall, founder and patron saint of
Domnach Sechnaill, now Dunshaughlin
(Co. Meath), who went down in medieval
tradition as a disciple of St. Patrick and
one of the first bishops of Armagh. 

Saint Mél or Moel was an evangelist
who supported himself through manual
labor, built the monastery of Ardagh
where he was both bishop and abbot, and
is said to have had the gift of prophecy. He
accepted Saint Brigid of Kildare's profes-
sion as a nun, and served as her mentor
while she was in Ardagh. He lived with his
aunt Lupait and once plowed up a live fish
while turning a field. 

Four other sons are assigned her by old
Irish writers, namely Saint Crummin of
Lecua, Saint Miduu, Saint Carantoc, and
Saint Maceaith. 

Some of the cousin’s names were the
same or similar, such as Sechnall and
Ausille. 

In all, Patrick had twenty-two nieces
and nephews, five sisters and two broth-
ers in Ireland. His wanderings across the
country may have been mitigated by need-
ing to find places for them all to establish
churches, monasteries and abbeys. 

Saint Patrick’s siblings, especially his
sisters, provided him with familial com-
fort. And two of them, at least, provided
enough bishops in Ireland’s early Chris-
tian life to sustain the future health of the
Celtic Church.

So, on Saint Patrick’s Day, raise a glass
to our siblings and family members, who
provide us with sustenance, and realize we
are still living in the footsteps of the Pa-
tron Saint of Ireland.  

Lá Fhéile Pádraig. Slainte!
- Brian Witt

continued from page 1 St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade News..................................

The 51st Annual Shamrock Club of Wis-
consin Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, pre-
sented in cooperation with Westown
Association, is nearly ready to step off
from the corner of Old World Third Street
and Wisconsin Avenue on Saturday,
March 11th at Noon.

This very special celebration of our Irish
pride will include all six Milwaukee-area
Irish Dance schools, as well as local Irish
community groups like Irish Fest, the An-
cient Order of Hibernians, the Emerald
Society, and the Milwaukee Hurling Club,
bagpipe bands (Shamrock Club, Billy
Mitchell, and the Tripoli Highlanders),
other bands including the 484th Army Re-
serve Band (who this year will be bol-
stered by the addition of the 85th Division
Band headquartered in Arlington Heights),
and the Brookfield Civic Band, the Daley
Debutantes Drum & Baton Corps, the Mil-
waukee Dancing Grannies, local TV and
radio personalities, plus a whole lot more. 

This year, we’re proud to welcome back
the Wauwatosa East HS Red Raider Band
as they prepare for an appearance next
month at the national Cherry Blossom
Festival Parade in Washington DC. Join-
ing us for the first time will be the Mil-
waukee Irish Dance Company, a group of
young adults (former youth dancers), who
continue to dance for the sheer joy of it.

In addition, the Wisconsin Potato Grow-
ers Association’s “Spudmobile” will make
an appearance in the parade, and will park
in front of the ICHC during the Post Pa-
rade Party. Don’t miss the opportunity to
take a tour through its interactive displays.

The Milwaukee Chapter of the Friends
of Saint Patrick Centre will once again be
conducting a food drive in cooperation with
Hunger Task Force, so make sure you bring
food items to the parade route to donate.

As always, we’re looking for help with
the parade. Especially needed are volun-
teers to carry the banners acknowledging
our terrific sponsors. Individuals can sign
up by following the link on the parade

website: www.saintpatricksparade.org, or
if anyone knows of a group that would
like to earn some public service hours,
have them contact me directly: pa-
rade@shamrockclubwis.com or 414/852-
6622. We could also use a few individuals
to assist us in lining up the parade units,
starting at about 10am on parade day.
Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig !! (Happy
Saint Patrick’s Day!)

-Mike Boyle, Parade Director



Meet the 2017 Irish Honorees..........................................................................................................
We are proud to announce the 2017 honorees. All of them have served the Shamrock Club, Milwaukee’s Irish community, the

greater Milwaukee community, and the State of Wisconsin with an amazing amount of the volunteer spirit. 

Jerry Hill has been a long time member of the Shamrock Club. He has worked for us, and has been a member of such diverse groups
as the Knights of Columbus and Sons of the American Revolution. His sense of volunteerism is outstanding, to say the least. Mary Moran
Moze, our Irish Rose, has been a member of the Shamrock Club for 45 years, has worked many of our events, and has also volunteered for
the Girls Scouts and the Literary Council. She and her late husband,  Mike, were also parade marshals. Rosemary and Sharon Walsh, our
Parade Marshals, can be seen working at just about every Irish event in Milwaukee. They have been members of the Shamrock Club since
the early 1980’s, and have offered up their time selflessly and often. 

Congratulate these four worthy and amazing people, who have epitomized the sense of volunteerism that we so often ask of our honorees.
troops overseas.  I am a life member and
Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus, and
have served as a Eucharistic Minister for
homebound members of St. Monica’s.
In addition, I have been active in many

hereditary societies, serving as Past Gov-
ernor of the Wisconsin Society of
Mayflower Descendants, Past Governor
of Founders and Patriots in the State of
Wisconsin, Governor of the Society of
Colonial Wars in the State of Wisconsin,
Secretary/Treasurer of the Canadian Soci-
ety of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, Past Ambassador and Past Vice
President General of the National Society
of the Sons of the American Revolution,
member of the Mass. Society of Cincin-
nati, the Society of 1812, the Sovereign
Military Order of the Temple of
Jerusalem, the Colonial Order of Ameri-
cans of Royal Descent, the Order of
Magna Charta, the Order of the Crown
(Charlemagne), the Plantagenet Society,
Descendent of a Knight of the Most Noble
Order of the Garter, Basilica of St. Jos-
aphat Assembly #3210, and Life Member
and Third Degree member of the Immac-
ulate Conception Council #4706.

MARY MOZE
2017 Irish Rose

I am honored and thrilled to be selected
as the 2017 Irish Rose.  I have been a
Shamrock Club member for 45 years and
have volunteered at Holiday Folk Fair
(both retail and café), Irish Fest, and the
Post-Parade Party most of those years.
More recently, I have served on the board
as treasurer, and I am currently a trustee.
I graduated from Mount Mary University

and taught math for two years before be-
coming a stay-at-home mom.  During that
time, I was a judge of girls’ gymnastics in
high schools for 17 years. I returned to
teaching at MATC where I taught basic
skills and computers at Delphi Electronics
in Oak Creek until I retired in 2007.  
Volunteering is a large part of who I am.

I have received volunteer awards from the
Girl Scouts of Southeast WI and the Liter-
acy Coalition of Southeast WI. In 2010, the
Mount Mary University awarded to me the
Madonna Medal for Community Service,
which recognizes dedication to volunteer-
ing.  I am also part of the dwindling group
of Irish Fest volunteers that have volun-
teered every year since its inception.
My grandparents, George and Isabelle

Moran, lived on 11th and Scott, belonged
to St. Patrick’s church, and raised five
kids, including my father, Edward, as Irish
Catholics.  My parents passed when they
were in their fifties.  Mike and I have 3
daughters.  Lori teaches 2nd grade in
Waukesha; Joanne is a program specialist
and evaluator for a division of Blue Cross;
and Sarah is a day-care teacher in Brook-
field.  I have six grandchildren, and there
are now three of them who volunteer for
the Shamrock Club and Irish Fest.  I will
represent the Shamrock Club of Wiscon-
sin this year with pride and joy.  Thank
you for this honor.

JERRY PATRICK HILL
2017 Irishman of the Year

I grew up in Elroy and attended a one-
room schoolhouse in the town of Ply-
mouth.  After finishing high school in
Elroy, I enlisted in the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine in 1945, where I served two years.
After my military service, I returned to
Milwaukee and continued my education,
attending MATC where I studied French,
Spanish, Russian and other subjects.

I married Gladys Feit, and we were
blessed with four children – three boys:
Steve, Mike and Brian, and a daughter,
Lynda.  We’ve been further blessed with
seven grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.

I worked in the wholesale plumbing
business and was sales manager for two
companies.  My wife and I loved travel-
ing, and I continued traveling with my
children after her death.  

Throughout the years, I have volun-
teered for many groups, which has
brought me great satisfaction.  One of the
most important was the restoration of the
pipe organ at St. Patrick’s Church.  The
organ had not been playable for over
twenty years until a group from the Sham-
rock Club toiled for over two and a half
years to restore and repair the organ.  It
was a great joy to hear the organ play
again after so many years, and the mem-
bers of the Shamrock Club now enjoy the
sounds of the organ at the annual mass at
St. Patrick’s.  

I have volunteered for Irish Fest for
many years, and also for the Shamrock
Club and the International Holiday Folk
Fair.  I am on the Board of Directors for
Trees from Home, a group which decorates
Christmas trees and ships them to our

ROSEMARY & SHARON WALSH
2017 Parade Marshals

Continuing the celebration of our Irish
Heritage, we are happy to be the Sham-
rock Club’s Parade Marshals.  We grew up
on a dairy farm in a mostly Irish neigh-
borhood near Mauston, Wisconsin.  With
our sister Rita and a large number of
cousins from Mauston and Lyndon Sta-
tion, we attended St. Patrick’s Grade
School and Madonna High School in
Mauston. Graduating from St. Mary’s

continued on page 7
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St. Patrick’s Mass
Donations..................................

The Shamrock Club will start accepting
donations for the March 11, 2017 St.
Patrick's Day Mass Book Memorials on
January 1, 2017.  You may give Joe
Hughes donations at the monthly club
meeting or -
Phone - 414-315-0631 (leave a message

with your name and phone number if Joe
does not answer)
Email - jhughes0317@yahoo.com  (in-

clude your name, phone number, and any
short message you would like used)

Address for mail orders - Joe Hughes,
6966 N. 86th Street, Milwaukee, WI  53224

THE LAST DAY TO ACCEPT 
DONATIONS IS MARCH 6, 2017

continued from page 6
School of Nursing, Sharon was a public
health nurse.  Rosemary, a graduate of
Viterbo University, was an English
teacher.  Both worked in the Milwaukee
area until retirement.
Our ancestors came from various coun-

ties in Ireland:  a  grandfather, Martin
Kiggens,  from Myshall, Co Carlow;
great-grandparents, Patrick and Alice
Powers Walsh,  from Killmacthomas, Co
Waterford, James and Mary Kiernan Kee-
gan, from Co Leitrim, and Patrick Ker-
win, from Co Tipperary; and 2
great-grandparents, Daniel and Mary
O’Leahy Coleman, from Co Cork.  Visit-
ing each of these locations, including the
churches in Carlow and Waterford where
our Kiggens and Walsh great-grandpar-
ents were married, was accomplished in
several delightful trips to Ireland.

We are active in the Shamrock Club,
which we joined in the early 1980’s.  We
are also charter and past board members
of CWI, Celtic Women International, and
founding members of IGSW, the Irish Ge-
nealogical Society of Wisconsin.

Our Irish activities include volunteer-
ing at Irish Fest, Folk Fair, ICHC con-
certs, Feis, the Irish Emigration Library,
as well as the Shamrock Club’s parade
day breakfast and post parade party.  We
enjoyed trips to Salt Lake City and Wash-
ington, D.C. with IGSW and trips to Ire-
land and Scotland with CWI.
In addition to “any where and any time”

travel, we enjoy family events, Irish con-
certs, theatre, Celtic book club, golf, Mar-
quette and UW basketball, Milwaukee
Brewers, and, of course, the Packers. 

Celtic Women 
International..................................

The CWI Book Club meetings begin 
at 1:00 pm at the ICHC and include 
discussion, tea, and treats.  New members
and guests are always welcome to join us!

Sheila Isakson will be our hostess on
March 14th when we will discuss The
Spinning Heart, by Donal Ryan.  

On April 11th we will discuss An Irish
Country Girl, by Patrick Taylor.  Francine
Fosselman will be our hostess.

Daphne Du Maurier’s Vanishing Cor-
nall will be our topic on May 9th.  The
meeting will be hosted by Sharon Walsh.

- Rosemary Walsh
rowalsh@wi.rr.com

Word of the Month..................................
Fuar (Fu-are) - Cold
Ní théim i bhfad ó bhaile nuair atá sé an-
fhuar amuigh.
(Ni heim I fad o whaley noo-are ata shay an-
fu-are am-mig).
I don't go far from home when it is very
cold outside.
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Sunshine Report..................................
Margie Fritz, a sister of Cate Harris,

died January 25, 2017.  Several of Cate’s
family are in need of prayers while they
battle cancer.

Maureen Konkol and her family are
dealing with the loss of another of her sis-
ters,  Mary Pat Garry Schuetz, who died
January 23, 2017.  Maureen and family
will appreciate your prayers.

Mary Ann Miller celebrated her 40th
anniversary as an Irish Harpist at the Fox
and Hounds which was previously owned
by her grandparents as the Tally Ho
Restaurant. Mary Ann has played at many
Shamrock Club events over the years.

Bob Lannin received the highest award
given by the BMW motorcycle owners of
America – the BMW Service Award.  Bob
is president of the 75,000 members of the
Club.  Congratulations, Bob.  Glad to
have you with our Shamrock Club Pipes
and Drums as well.

Our very own Jean Bills was in the ad
for the Brewers in
the Sunday, Jan 29th
Milwaukee Journal
at the bottom of
the Sports page. My
Heritage. My Crew.

There were many member birthdays in
February. Peter Fleming, the 2nd, Jack
Noonan was Feb 5th, Patsy Tierney’s the
6th, Bob Towne and Veronica Ceszynski  the
11th, Eddie Mikush the 12th, Malkin Wal-
lace the 18th, Steve Blaha the 21st, Sally
Post the 25th,  and Mary Koehler the 27th.

Here is more really good Sunshine
news! Saturday, February 11, Erin Canon
was crowned Miss West Allis!!!  She now
moves on to compete for Miss Wisconsin
in June.  

Hats off to the ICHC as well.  It has
been our home for the past 22 years. hav-
ing opened to us on the feast of St. Brigid
(Feb 1st) in 1995.  We are becoming so
accustomed to the environment that we
probably have forgotten what it looked
like back then.  Congratulations to every-
one who improves the surroundings and
volunteers to respond to the callers and
visitors.

If you have Sunshine news, please email
it to: slainte4142-shamrock@yahoo.com.

- Maggie Blaha, Sunshine Chair

Friends of Saint Patrick
Food Drive.................................

The Friends of Saint Patrick Centre -
Milwaukee Chapter, in partnership with
Hunger Task Force, is spearheading an ef-
fort to collect food donations at the up-
coming Shamrock Club and Bluemound
Business Association Parades to be held
on Saturday, March 11th. 

Parade-goers are encouraged to bring
non-perishable food items to the parades
for donations. Volunteers will walk the pa-
rade route with grocery carts collecting the
donated food items. The Friends of Saint
Patrick Centre-Milwaukee believe the parade
food collection will support the Chapter’s
mission and provide a positive image for
the Saint Patrick Day Celebration while
bringing the spirit of St Patrick to all.

Easter Rising Mass
Sunday, April 16, 2017..................................

The 47th Annual Easter Rising Mass will
take place at the Irish Cultural and Heritage
Center of Wisconsin, 2133 West Wisconsin
Avenue, on Sunday, April 16, 2017. The
Mass will start at 9:30 a.m. 

Father Terry Brennan will be the cele-
brant. The Shamrock Club Color Guard,
Pipes and Drums will again be a part of the
Mass. There will be readings in Irish and
English. The Mass honors the 1916 Easter
Monday Rising in Dublin that led to the
Irish Revolution.

The Mass is one of Commemoration and
Reconciliation. The Mass will also fulfill a
person's Easter duty.

This is the one hundred-first anniversary
of the Rising. This is the longest continu-
ous Mass in honor of the Easter Rising in
the United States.

Easter Rising Mass Breakfast
A community brunch follows Mass. A

free will offering is asked to defray the costs.

This has become a large and popular
gathering, people of all ages enjoy this
family Easter get together. It has become
the way many can connect with their fam-
ily members before going off in separate
directions. 

We do need help with set up on Saturday
(at 10 a.m.) and with serving during the
brunch.

Shamrock Club Post
Parade Party

March 11, 2017, 1 to 6 pm..................................
The Post Parade Party takes place on Sat-

urday, March 11, 2017, at the Irish Cul-
tural and Heritage Center, 2133 West
Wisconsin, from 1 pm until 6 pm. The
party is a part of the Shamrock Club's
events on March 11 including the Down-
town Saint Patrick’s Parade Milwaukee.

This is the largest Parade Day event in
Milwaukee, and the only family friendly
event. We have four dance schools, four
stages, and a dedicated children’s area.

The cost is $5 per person over 12, or
$15 for an entire family.

We will be selling food and beverages,
as well. The menu includes corned beef
sandwiches, hot dogs, potato soup, and
more.

We will have three bars, one in the
Shamrock Club Parlor/Quinlan’s Pub, an-
other in the Hallamor, and a third in the
upper parlour.  

Entertainment
Our entertainment is diverse, from bal-

lad singers to rockers, pub bands to tradi-
tional Irish. It is the largest Parade Day
party under one roof. It is also the only
family event in the Milwaukee area. 

Our acts are: Reilly; Blackthorn Folly;
Evan and Tom Leahy Band; Caledonian
Scottish Dancers; Glencastle Irish Dancers,
Inc.; Cashel Dennehy School of Irish
Dance; Kinsella Academy Of Irish Dance;
Tis; Ian Gould; Blarney; and Eileen
O'Rourke - Leprechaun Stories.

- Brian Witt





Milwaukee
President’s Message.................................

Go maire tu' an la'

Happy Birthday Shamrock Club of
Wisconsin!

We are 57 years old and counting and
what a run we have had . . . 

Where were you in 1960? Grade school
with Suzi? High school with Howard?
College ... waiting for Colleen or Colin?

During the early days, we would spon-
sor or charter flights to Ireland.

Fifty years ago, a loyal "young" group,
gathered together by Danny O'Donoghue,
put together a grand parade. We started on
Wisconsin Avenue, moved to Mitchell
Street, then to North Avenue, and later to
Bluemound Ave.

NOW...Back to our roots.  Fifty years
later, like it was yesterday...ask Danny or
Kate Harris and there are probably a few
others. Look up our proud history on the
web site and see ALL we have become...

AND WE’RE NOT DONE! 

January ended with something new. On
Saturday, January 28th, for the first time
ever, your Shamrock Club got into the
"Production Business." Partnering with
the ICHC, we arranged for a "live" con-
cert with a twist. Three Pints Gone, a local
group, but as is often the case, better
known outstate and millions of miles
away (Illinois), presented a "live" record-
ing session at our Hallamor Quinlan's Pub.
It was the sight of lively discussion and
meeting and greeting old and new friends
alike. Wait 'til you hear and see the
finished CD.

Starting way back, volunteers came for-
ward and the planning began to push for-
ward for another 50-57 years, maybe
more.  February was a busy month as well
and a grand starting point for the
Irish/Green Season. A chili night in Feb-
ruary saw a contest with rivals pushing
right to the final minutes. Not the Super
Bowl, but the Chili Contest and the club
was the winner. We had several entries and
each was better than the last. And then
there was ONE....Jacob Nowak!

The Makem and Clancy concert was
Saturday, February 18, at the ICHC.  An-
other generation steps forward.

Rent the ICHC for your next

Party
Meeting

Recital
Wedding

Spaces available for large

or small events

Email:  director@ichc.net 

or call (414) 345-8800
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Ulster Project Fun Night
Friday, March 3, 2017..................................

Join us on Friday, March 3 (always the
first Friday in March) for a full evening of
Irish Dance, Music, Food and Fun!! Our
new location is at Pius X Parish at 2506
N. Wauwatosa Avenue. Ample free park-
ing  behind the building – enter at 75th and
Wright. Bring your family and friends and
enjoy our Irish Cottage ambience from
5pm – 10 pm.  All six dance schools will
be featured in one location – Kinsella,
McMenamin, Glencastle, Beglan, Trinity,
and Cashel Dennehy. In our new location
we also able to offer a great fish fry and
sides, pizza, beer, wine, soda and more!! 

Admission is $7 at the door - $5 in ad-
vance or 3 for $10 for a great evening of ca-
maraderie, friendship, and family fun.
Enjoy our silent auction, 50/50 raffle (new),
wine pull, and opportunity items. Visit with
Shamrock Club, ICHC, and Irish Fest rep-
resentatives during the event. Our grand
raffle drawing – including two round trip
tickets to Ireland or $1000 – takes place at
9:30. You need not be present to win!

Wish to donate to a great cause, volun-
teer, or purchase tickets in advance? Con-
tact co-chairs Karen or Fred Rondinelli at
414-232-5779 or Maureen Kenfield at
414-333-6164. For more information visit
our website: ulsterprojectmilwaukee.org.

The end of February will see two grand
events for the Irish community. On Satur-
day, February 25th, the Shamrock Club
Honoree Dinner will be held at a new
venue...the Thunder Bay Grill in Pewau-
kee. Cocktails at 6:00pm until Tuesday?
(cash bar) and dinner at 7:00pm. Come out
and meet honorees past and present and
congratulate them on their recognition.
On Sunday, February 26, Celtic MKE will
host their Dublin Dinner at Ward's House
of Prime in downtown Milwaukee.  

March 2 ----- Happy Birthday to Us!!!
Shamrock Club meeting at the ICHC, with
dinner at 6:30 pm and the meeting at 7.

Lots to discuss, lots to plan, lots to do!
The rest of the weekend will be busy with
the Ulster Project at Pius X Parish starting
at 5:00 pm on Friday, March 3.  And on
Sunday, March 5, The Emerald Society
Fundraiser at the ICHC beginning at noon.
Monday, March 6, Friends of St. Patrick
Open House at O'Donoghue's in Elm
Grove.

ShamRock, March 10, at the Miller
Time Pub in the Downtown Hilton, starts
at 5:00pm.  And the party begins.

March 11, mass at St. Patrick's Church
at 8:27am (so you're not late!), 723 W.
Washington St., in the old neighborhood.
For more information, contact Chuck
McLaughlin at 414-771-0458 and for
flower donations contact Joe Hughes at
414-315-0631.  Choir members please call
Maggie Blaha at slainte4142-sham-
rock@yahoo.com.

PARADE    PARADE     PARADE
A big Thank You to Mike Boyle and

crew, but we could still use your help!

PPP    POSTPARADEPARTY    PPP  

Volunteers are needed: bartenders, food
servers, ticket takers, promoters. To vol-
unteer for any of these fun jobs, contact
Brian Witt at 414-899-0830 or briang-
witt@aol.com.

March is the Green Month. Your Sham-
rock Club needs all hands on deck (think
of St. Brendan).

- Joseph Hughes, President

T T T





EMERALD REFLECTIONS
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

An Old Gaelic Prayer
May the Road Rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

till the rains fall soft upon your fields.
And, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hands.

SHAMROCK CLUB OF WISCONSIN
2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI  53223

For Information: http://shamrockclubwis.com
or: www.saintpatricksparade.org

2017 Shamrock Club Honorees - Sharon Walsh, Jerry Hill, Rosemary Walsh and Mary Moze.


